
416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

City of Fort Bragg

Meeting Minutes

City Council

6:00 PM Town Hall, 363 N. Main StreetMonday, September 28, 2015

AMENDED

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

Vice Mayor Lindy Peters, Councilmember Michael Cimolino, Councilmember Scott 

Deitz, Councilmember Doug Hammerstrom and Mayor Dave Turner
Present: 5 - 

AGENDA REVIEW

1.  MAYOR’S RECOGNITIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

1A. 15-385 Recognize Police Services Technician Sally Provencher for her 30 

Years of Service to the City of Fort Bragg; September 30,1985 - 

September 30, 2015 

Vice Mayor Peters presented Police Services Technician Sally Provencher with a plaque for 30 

years of service with the Fort Bragg Police Department and read a letter from Mayor Turner 

outlining her accomplishments with the City since 1985.

1B. 15-386 Recognize City Clerk Cindy VanWormer upon her Retirement for her 

Service to the City of Fort Bragg;  February 27, 1989 - September 4, 

2015 

Mayor Turner recognized Cynthia VanWormer, MMC, upon her retirement from the position of City 

Clerk. She received a plaque and pin for 26 years of service.

2.  STAFF COMMENTS

City Manager Ruffing informed the Council that the AB1234 training session is being rescheduled 

for October 13 or 14 in conjunction with the next City Council meeting. She said the leak by CVS 

Pharmacy has been fixed. Ruffing reported that Phase II of the Green Alley Project is being 

delayed because Granite Construction crews have been working in Lake County with the recovery 

effort; however, they hope to have the project completed by the end of October. Ruffing stated that 

the City's water supply is dwindling and the community needs to do everything possible to continue 

to conserve water.

Community Development Director Jones announced these upcoming workshops: October 7, 6:00 

PM, Senior Center, C.V. Starr Center Phase 3 gymnasium design; October 22, 6:00 PM, athletic 
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field redesign (location to be determined); October 29, 12:00 - 8:00 PM, Town Hall, City 

Surrounded by a Park project. Jones said she hoped that the Council would attend the October 29 

workshop from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. She mentioned that staff is looking at a number of different 

options for the project. Jones also informed the Council that a workshop will be held sometime in 

November regarding improvements to Bainbridge Park.

3.  MATTERS FROM COUNCILMEMBERS

Mayor Turner reported that the Council decided to hold a fundraiser to help those affected by the 

Valley Fire. This effort is being called "Mendocino Coast Cares," and Councilmember Cimolino will 

be Chef-in-Chief at a spaghetti feed for up to 500 persons on October 17. Volunteers and silent 

auction items are needed.

Vice Mayor Peters reported that the Public Works Committee met last week and discussed using 

Town Hall on a regular basis for public meetings to address issues that are important to the 

citizens of Fort Bragg. They are recommending the second Tuesday of each month for this 

meeting, which will be for community issues only, not for persons running for office. Peters also 

mentioned the possibility of placing a 24-hour portable toilet in the City Hall parking area. He 

reported that he will be attending the League of California Cities conference in San Jose this week. 

Vice Mayor Peters read comments from Alice Chouteau regarding Coastal General Plan Policy 

LU-7.4, locating new hazardous industrial development away from existing developed areas.

Councilmember Cimolino will give an update on the Coalition for Gang Awareness & Prevention at 

the next Council meeting. Public, Education, Governmental (PEG) Access Television Volunteer 

Committee will meet on October 14 at Mendocino TV studios in the Company Store.

Councilmember Deitz reported that the Fire Board met and reviewed the Fire Department Budget 

and that all fire crews are back in Fort Bragg safe and sound.

Councilmember Hammerstrom encouraged the community to be as generous as possible and to 

donate items for the October 17 spaghetti dinner fundraiser. He noted that Mendo Lake Credit 

Union has an account open for donations. He will be attending the League of California Cities 

conference and will report back at the next Council meeting.

4A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA, CONSENT CALENDAR & CLOSED 

SESSION ITEMS (30 Minutes)

· Rex Gressett made comments on public meetings at Town Hall.

· Susie DeCastro made a plea for food donations for a Lake County family displaced from their 

home due to fire.

5.  PUBLIC HEARING

6.  CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

6A. 15-395 Receive Update on Countywide Public Transportation from Mendocino 

Transit Authority (MTA) General Manager Dan Baxter

Mendocino Transit Authority General Manager Dan Baxter reported to the Council on current MTA 

information, passenger and bus statistics, routes, fares, etc. He said an electric bus demonstration 

will be given next month in Ukiah. Baxter reported that additional bus routes to Mendocino College 

may be added, subsidized by student fees. He also answered questions from Councilmembers 
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regarding solar and battery powered buses, how MTA handles feedback from riders, suggested 

new routes, MTA's website and Facebook site.

Public Comment on this item was received from Susie DeCastro, who said that bus service is 

needed north of town.

6B. 15-392 Receive Update from MCRPD District Administrator Ethan Newton 

Regarding C.V. Starr Community Center 

Mendocino Coast Recreation and Park District (MCRPD) District Administrator Ethan Newton 

provided a PowerPoint presentation on the C.V. Starr Community Center, giving statistics 

regarding usage of the facility, projects and programs underway at the Center. Newton reported 

that C.V. Starr is reaching out to hotels and lodging businesses to try to boost attendance. In 

response to questions about reserves, Newton noted that the C.V. Starr Center is still a young 

facility and it is hoped that in time, the reserves will be sufficient for the capital improvement 

projects planned. A discussion was held regarding the hours of the facility, with Councilmember 

Deitz suggesting that MCRPD look at ways to expand time of operation rather than curtail it.

6C. 15-399 Receive Report and Consider Introduction, by Title Only, and Waive 

Further Reading of Ordinance 921-2015 Adding Chapter 9.78 (Social 

Host Regulations) to Title 9 (Public Peace, Safety, and Morals) to the 

Fort Bragg Municipal Code

City Manager Ruffing summarized the proposed Social Host Ordinance which is designed to help 

police officers enforce underage drinking laws. 

Discussion:

Councilmember Deitz clarified that out of town parents can still get fined, even if they did not know 

the party was happening on their premises while they were gone. Brief discussion was held 

regarding whether the police would fine the owner or renter of a property. Chief Lizarraga said the 

police would make an assessment to ascertain who to fine, but that the renter is in control of what 

happens on the property so they would most likely be cited instead of the property owner. 

Community Development Director Jones noted that if Code Enforcement is required, the 

notification goes to the property owner. She said that Community Development can work together 

with the Police Department on code enforcement to alert property owners of this type of activity, if 

needed.

Public Comment:

· Laura Welter of Safe Passage Family Resource Center predicted that the word will get out about 

this ordinance after the first fine has been assessed. Fines are $300 for the first offense; $500 for 

the second; and $750 for the third. In addition, police service costs may be included. Welter noted 

that these civil penalties are more effective than criminal charges and that Rotary, Soroptimists, 

Public Safety Committee and other local entities are in favor of the ordinance.

· Susie DeCastro had a question on whether the owner or guest would be responsible in the case 

of a party occurring at a vacation rental. Chief Lizarraga responded that they have assessment 

protocols for determining who the responsible parties are at a party.

Discussion:

All members of the City Council were in full support of this ordinance. Councilmember 

Hammerstrom wanted to note that this matter was brought forward to the Council by teenagers, 

saying that it demonstrated great civic involvement by the teens.
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A motion was made by Vice Mayor Peters, seconded by Councilmember 

Cimolino, that Ordinance 921-2015 be introduced. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Vice Mayor Peters, Councilmember Cimolino, Councilmember Deitz, 

Councilmember Hammerstrom and Mayor Turner

5 - 

6D. 15-382 Receive Report and Consider Introduction, by Title Only, and Waive 

Further Reading of Ordinance 920-2015 Repealing and Replacing 

Section 10.20.150 and 10.20.155 of Chapter 10.20 (Stopping, Standing 

and Parking) of the Fort Bragg Municipal Code 

Community Development Director Jones summarized the staff report for the Mobile Vending 

Ordinance. She noted that a correction had been made to the ordinance, striking the requirement 

that food trucks can only occupy one parking space.

A motion was made by Councilmember Deitz, seconded by Councilmember 

Hammerstrom, that Ordinance 920-2015 be introduced. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Vice Mayor Peters, Councilmember Cimolino, Councilmember Deitz, 

Councilmember Hammerstrom and Mayor Turner

5 - 

4B.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA, CONSENT CALENDAR & CLOSED 

SESSION ITEMS (30 Minutes, If Necessary)

7.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Approval of the Consent Calendar

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Peters, seconded by Councilmember 

Hammerstrom, to approve the Consent Calendar. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Vice Mayor Peters, Councilmember Cimolino, Councilmember Deitz, 

Councilmember Hammerstrom and Mayor Turner

5 - 

7A. 15-381 Adopt Improvement District Resolution Approving Research Use 

Agreement with the Regents of the University of California for Operation 

of Ocean Current Monitoring Antennas and Electronic Equipment at the 

Waste Water Treatment Facility and Authorizing District Manager to 

Execute the Same

This ID Resolution was adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Enactment No: RES ID 375-2015

7B. 15-383 Adopt City Council Resolution  Approving a Sale Agreement (Surplus 

Equipment) with Georgia-Pacific LLC for the Sale of the Visitor Center 

Building to the City of Fort Bragg and Authorizing City Manager to 

Execute Same

This Resolution was adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Enactment No: RES 3853-2015
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7C. 15-384 Adopt City Council Resolution Approving Second Amendment to the 

License Agreement between City of Fort Bragg and Georgia Pacific, 

LLC Relating to the Coastal Restoration and Trail Project and Authorize 

City Manager to Execute the Same

This Resolution was adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Enactment No: RES 3854-2015

7D. 15-394 Adopt City Council Resolution Approving a Professional Services 

Agreement with West Enterprise Center, Inc. (dba: West Company) for 

Community Development Block Grant Funded Microenterprise 

Assistance Program Operation, and Authorizing City Manager to 

Execute Same (Amount Not to Exceed $232,558; Account No. 

315-5020-0630)

This Resolution was adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Enactment No: RES 3855-2015

7E. 15-398 Receive and File Minutes from February 26, 2015 Oversight Board to 

Fort Bragg Redevelopment Successor Agency Meeting

These Committee Minutes were received and filed on the Consent Calendar.

7F. 15-376 Receive and File Minutes from May 6, 2015 Finance and Administration 

Committee Meeting

These Committee Minutes were received and filed on the Consent Calendar.

7G. 15-378 Receive and File Minutes from May 29, 2015 Special Finance and 

Administration Committee Meeting

These Committee Minutes were received and filed on the Consent Calendar.

7H. 15-379 Receive and File Minutes from June 23, 2015 Special Finance and 

Administration Committee Meeting

These Committee Minutes were received and filed on the Consent Calendar.

7I. 15-380 Receive and File Minutes from July 1, 2015 Special Finance and 

Administration Committee Meeting

These Committee Minutes were received and filed on the Consent Calendar.

7J. 15-396 Receive and File Minutes from July 16, 2015 Public Works and Facilities 

Meeting

These Committee Minutes were received and filed on the Consent Calendar.

7K. 15-393 Approve minutes of September 14, 2015

These Minutes were approved on the Consent Calendar.
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8.  CLOSED SESSION

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Turner adjourned the meeting at 7:38 PM.

________________________________

DAVE TURNER, MAYOR

_______________________________

June Lemos, City Clerk

IMAGED (___________)
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