
From: Jacob Patterson
To: Lemos, June; Munoz, Cristal
Cc: Miller, Tabatha
Subject: Public Comment -- 9/13/21 CC Mtg., Item No. 7A
Date: Thursday, September 9, 2021 1:12:03 PM

City Council,

I have a few clarifying questions about how the City intends to interpret and/or enforce the
Stage 4 restrictions. 

1) Unlike now when residents and property owners are permitted to irrigate landscaping and
gardens on Tuesday mornings and evenings, Stage 4 doesn't permit any landscaping irrigation.
Does the City define landscaping as only ornamental or does landscaping include vegetable
gardens for food? That is, will there be a prohibition on people continuing to grow their own
food if it requires any use of potable City water to do so?

2) Will  the prohibition on irrigating landscaping only apply to first use of City water (e.g.,
watering outdoors with a hose using "virgin" City water) or will it also extend to reuse of City
water first used indoors? For example, I am currently watering my vegetable garden beds
primarily using captured greywater that I collect in my sinks (e.g., from dishes). Will that be
permitted under stage 4? I assume so since it is a waste to just let it run down the drain rather
than capturing it to water a few plants outside but I want to be sure I am not violating any
restrictions or be subject to potentially over-zealous code enforcement actions.

I think a little clarity on these matters is useful for the public.

Thanks,

--Jacob

mailto:jacob.patterson.esq@gmail.com
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Fort Bragg City Council 
Agenda Item 7a 
September 13, 2021 
 
 
Dear Fort Bragg City Council, 
 
My name is Keith Wyner from Fort Bragg. I would like to thank you for the opportunity voice my concern 
about conserving water, which I assume is your concern as well.  Fort Bragg is now in stage three of 
water conservation, but are you aware of the water usage that is currently designated in the Jackson 
Demonstration State Forest harvest plans? There are seven proposed harvest plans and every plan will 
use up to thousands of gallons of water per day.  
 
The  Mitchell Creek Harvest plan states it will be using an estimated  4,000 gallons of water per day, per 
site, and the Caspar 500 THP plans to use up to  2,000  and 2,500 gallons of water per day. Both harvest 
plans will be active between April 1st and November 15th. 
 
Mitchell Creek Timber Harvest Plan, Section II, page 58:  
 

 
Closer to home, the proposed Boundry Creek THP, on page 53, plans to use 5,000 - 10,000 gallons of 
water per day. Where will it get the water?  The harvest plan states the water will come from the North 
Fork  and the South Fork of the Noyo river, which is up stream from Fort Bragg’s, Madsen Lane water 
intake station. According Fort Bragg's Water Department’s website, the Noyo River is currently at it’s 
lowest flow since the drought of 1977. Can the City of Fort Bragg afford to have 5,000 to 10,000 gallons 
of water siphoned off from it’s Noyo River water source per day, while on Stage 3 Water Restrictions, let 
alone Stage 4 water restrictions?   
 
 
Boundary Creek Timber Harvest Plan, Section II, page 53:  
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Given that the JDSF does not have a current record of Noyo River Summer flow rates, I strongly suggest 
that the Fort Bragg City Council refer them to the Noyo River flow charts provided by the FB Water 
Department to see how low the current flow is. From there, I would suggest to support the current 
moratorium on logging in JDSF, including stopping the proposed Boundary Creek THP with it’s removal 
of 5,000 - 10,000 gallons of water per day from the Noyo River. This could be critical,  especially when 
the City of Fort Bragg is in any “Stage" of water restrictions, and possibly considering Stage 4 water 
restrictions. 
 
Though Noyo River flows fluctuate, the photo below was taken from the middle of the Noyo River, near 
the city of Fort Bragg’s, Madsen Lane water intake station,  on August 29, 2021. 
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From Mendocino County Supervisor Ted Williams' Facebook Page, September 8, 2021:  
 

 
 



 
While Fort Bragg is having water delivered from Ukiah to help provide water for Fort Bragg and the 
Mendocino Coast, Jackson Demonstration State Forest  plans to resume logging operations at the Caspar 
500 THP. Unless the the JDSF logging moratorium is extended immediately, an estimated up to 2,000 to 
2500 gallons of water will be extracted per day, with 3 -4 loads per week,  according to the Caspar 500 
timber harvest plan in Section II, page 59. 
 
From the Caspar 500 Timber Harvest Plan, section II, page 59 :  
 

 
 
If the city of Fort Bragg would like to conserve water, I can think of a simple way to conserve 1,000s 
of  gallons of water per day on the Mendocino Coast starting from this moment. That would be to 
continue the logging moratorium in Jackson Demonstration State Forest, and stop the extraction of 
1,000s of gallons per day that it does not have it to spare. And that is just for one of the harvest plans! 
 
The current logging moratorium in JDSF, may end soon with logging starting in the Caspar 500 THP. You 
might say, that’s in Caspar, not Fort Bragg. But you must remember we are all in this together.  When 



Mendocino was running low on water, Fort Bragg stepped in to help to provide water,  until Fort Bragg 
ran low and had to stop. Now water is being shipped to Fort Bragg from Ukiah. 
 
I would like to request that the Fort Bragg City Council write a resolution to immediately support the 
continued  moratorium on all logging operations  in Jackson Demonstration State Forest to stop all 
timber harvest plans, not only to save the old 2nd growth redwood trees, and to preserve it 
for  recreation, but mostly to conserve the thousands of gallons of water that those harvest plans intend 
to use per day, and the millions of gallons of water they will use for the duration of the harvest plans. 
That water will be needed for the well being, and possible survival of the residents and businesses of 
Fort Bragg, and the Mendocino Coast.   
 
Thank you for trying to find solutions for the current water crisis in Fort Bragg and on the Mendocino 
Coast,  and also for considering the request to support the continued moratorium of logging in the 
Jackson Demonstration State Forest.    
 
Keith Wyner  
Fort Bragg, Ca. 
95437 
kwyner@mcn.org 
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