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Lemos, June

From: Jacob Patterson <jacob.patterson.esq@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 10:05 AM
To: Munoz, Cristal; Lemos, June
Cc: Gurewitz, Heather; O'Neal, Chantell
Subject: Public Comment -- 7/26/21 Grocery Outlet Appeal
Attachments: 2021E0043.pdf; 20210714 USGS Current Conditions for USGS 11468500 NOYO R NR 

FORT BRAGG CA.pdf; 20210718 Noyo River Flow Chart.pdf; 20210715 USGS Current 
Conditions for USGS 11468500 NOYO R NR FORT BRAGG CA.pdf; 07-13-21 Shattuck 
Correspondence.pdf; 20210713 Mendocino Voice re City Water Supply.pdf

City Clerk's Office, 
 
Please add this to the public comments and administrative record for the appeal of the approval of the proposed 
Grocery Outlet. The attached files provide additional supporting evidence for the positions raised in prior public 
comments objecting to the water supply "analysis" in the MND. I have also attached the premature and non-
compliant CEQA Notice of Determination demonstrating flawed execution and yet another example of 
procedural irregularities by City staff that have tainted this permit and environmental review. 
 
Thanks, 
 
--Jacob 



The city of Fort Bragg water supply dropped dramatically this past week due to this dam 
at Camp Noyo. The second picture is of the water level just west of the North Fork And 
South Fork , Noyo river confluence. Yesterday, July 12, at 5pm Third picture is google 
earth view of dam. As a resident with wells around me collapsed or dry and less than 2 
ft in my well, water deliveries, that Fort Bragg has said will stop are a mater of life. 
Thank you for discussing this urgent matter.  
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A screenshot from the July 12 Fort Bragg City Council shows the dam being put up at Camp Noyo that the city says has drastically reduced Noyo River Flows. City Public Works Director John Smith
is shown on the right.

PPrriivvaattee seseaasosonnaal ddaamm ccaauusseess mmaajjoorr ddrroopp iinn NNooyyoo RRiivveerr ��oowwss — FFtt. BBrraagggg eennaaccttss ssttaaggee
22 wwaatteerr ccoonnseserrvvaattiioonn rreeststrriiccttiioonnss — wwaatteerr ��oowwss ddrroopp bbyy 8800%% oovveerr oonnee wweeeekk,, loowweesstt
��oowwss oonn rreeccoorrdd
By Frank Hartzell | 15 hours ago

FORT BRAGG, 7/13/21 — A permitted dam for recreational uses put across the Noyo River by Camp Noyo has resulted in a major drop in flows to the already water
strapped municipality and is being investigated by the city of Fort Bragg, which is preparing for the worst water year on record. There is no claim that any water is
being removed from the river bed.

The Noyo is one of three sources of water for the city. Camp Noyo is located 16.4 miles east of Fort Bragg at the base of the Noyo River Canyon. It is a private
campground with tents, cabins, a chalet and holds special events.

“This year the Noyo River flows have hovered at levels equal to or below 1977, which is the worst drought year on record. Between July 2 and July 7, the Noyo River
flows dropped from 2.27 cubic feet per second (cfs)to .41 cfs or by more than 80%, well below the 1977 levels during the same period,” a city press release said.
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“The dramatic drop in flows is the result of a seasonal dam put in place by Camp Noyo higher along the Noyo River. City officials have reached out to the Water Quality
Board Division of Water Rights, CA Fish and Wildlife, County staff and elected officials to determine if the diversion is legal and supersedes the City’s 1959 3 cubic feet
per second water right. If flows on the Noyo River are not partially restored, the City will be forced to conserve water for its customers and shut down its out of City
sales to the surrounding county,” the press release said.

Fort Bragg Public Works Director John Smith said the dam has an in-stream permit that allows it to be used in the summer months. The dam, constructed of rising
rows of wooden slats, has been in seasonal use for many years. Smith said the fact flows to the dam area were lower this year made the dam more of an issue than in the
past
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 (https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels)

“They have put in their boards to dam up the river, just up river from us. It’s a sizeable dam. We are looking into that diversion. It doesn’t sound like they have a water
right up river, but we will let that play out with the regulatory folks. They do have an in in-stream bed alteration agreement. I’m still working on how those two are not
matched together,” Smith told the Council Monday night.

Smith also discussed a plan by which the Skunk Train could bring water by rail to Fort Bragg, a plan complicated by the fact the Willits to Fort Bragg route is blocked
by a tunnel collapse. The city is having meetings on the topic.

In another matter, the Council unanimously passed a resolution ratifying a “water warning” which implements mandatory “stage 2” water conservation restrictions.
The stage 2 conservation measures target a 10% to 20% reduction in seasonal water use.

The emergency declaration followed a request for voluntary stage 1 and stage 2 water conservation measures. City staff closely monitors the flows in all three of the
city’s water sources: Waterfall Gulch, Newman Gulch and the Noyo River. During the winter and spring, pumping of the Noyo River is used only to supplement the
Waterfall Gulch and Newman Gulch sources.

The two tributary sources generally provide a higher quality of raw water and they gravity-feed to the water treatment plant, whereas water from the City’s Noyo River
diversion must be pumped. Stage 2 water restrictions include only watering on Tuesdays and Saturdays, no washing of streets, driveways, buildings or other hard
surfaces, no free flowing hoses, no wasteful use of water, and water leaks must be repaired within 3 days of notification or discovery.
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Restaurants shall not serve water except upon request and lodging establishments shall not provide patrons with daily laundered sheets and towels, if their stay is less
than 3 days. For more information on restrictions please check the City’s website: https://city.fortbragg.com/474/Water-Conservation (https://city.fortbragg.com/474/Water-

Conservation)
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