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Sharing our work with the public and the 
preservation community:

NPS CL Documents Online:
https://irma.nps.gov/App/Portal

Park Cultural Landscapes Program 
Website:
www.nps.gov/cultural_landscapes

Park Cultural Landscapes Program
Social Media:
Flickr, Tumblr, Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Youtube

NPS Park Cultural Landscapes Program Current Initiatives
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• Capturing GIS data for cultural 
landscape boundaries and 
features

• Capturing facility management 
data for stabilization needs (CLI)

• Integrating treatment data (CLR) 
with facility management data

• Monitoring cultural landscape 
condition and vulnerability to 
change

• Emphasizing sustainable 
practices in preservation 
maintenance and treatment
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Cultural Landscape Inventories (CLI):

One inventory of every cultural 
landscape

Used to determine NR eligibility & 
identify management information 
(e.g., condition, stabilization needs)

Fulfills NHPA Section 110 
responsibilities as directed by NPS 
Management Policies and Guidelines

Informs review of proposed work in 
Section 106/NEPA 

Cultural Landscape Reports (CLR):

Only prepared if management 
objectives require CLR

Used to clarify future management 
objectives

Used to identify desired future 
character and condition of cultural 
landscape

Used to prepare a treatment 
plan/facilitate Section 106/NEPA
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STOCK TAKING FUTURE VISION
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NPS CRM Guidelines require all CLIs to 
receive a SHPO Consensus Determination

Cultural Landscape Inventory (CLI) Contents:
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receive a SHPO Consensus Determination

Landscape condition and stabilization measures
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Natural systems and features
Spatial organization
Land use
Circulation
Cultural traditions

Topography
Vegetation
Buildings and structures
Constructed water features
Archeological resources
Small‐scale features
Views and vistas

Landscape Characteristics
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Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity of Cultural Landscapes
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NPS Cultural Landscape Paradigm:

• A history property

• Eligible for NR listing as a district 
or a site

• Composed of a system of 
landscape characteristics and 
their associated features

• Retains integrity through extant
landscape characteristics and 
their associated features

• Concept of “setting” is not used
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Canyon De Chelly National Monument, Arizona

Natural Systems and Features

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity Using Landscape Characteristics
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Spatial Organization

Meridian Hill Park, Washington, DC

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity Using Landscape Characteristics



National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site, Arizona

Land Use

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity Using Landscape Characteristics
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Circulation

Longfellow National Historic Site, Massachusetts

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity Using Landscape Characteristics
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Cultural Traditions

Manzanar National Historic Site, Owens Valley, California

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity Using Landscape Characteristics
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Topography

Fredericksburg National Cemetery, Virginia

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity Using Landscape Characteristics
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Vegetation

Mulford Apricot Orchard, Capitol Reef National Park, Utah

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity Using Landscape Characteristics
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Landscape Characteristics

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity of Cultural Landscapes

Buildings and structures

Constructed water features
Archeological resources

Views and vistas
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Landscape Characteristics

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity of Cultural Landscapes

Buildings and structures

Constructed water features
Archeological resources

Views and vistas

Small Scale Features
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The “Blueberry Muffin” – muffin dough is the “setting” for the berries

Concept of “setting” not used
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The “Rug” is a matrix of interwoven warp and weft

Concept of “setting” not used
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The “Blueberry Muffin” and the “Rug”

Concept of “setting” not used

NPS Cultural Landscape Paradigm:

• A history property

• Eligible for NR listing as a district 
or a site

• Composed of a system of 
landscape characteristics and 
their associated features

• Retains integrity through extant
landscape characteristics and 
their associated features

• Concept of “setting” is not used
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Buckner Homestead Historic District, Washington
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Buckner Homestead Historic District, Washington

The landscape is a 
cultural resource in 
its own right, it is 
not just the setting 
for the Buckner 
Homestead historic 
buildings and 
structures
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Follow up questions?

Email me at Susan_Dolan@nps.gov

Check out our website:

www.nps.gov/cultural_landscapes

Connect with us on our social media:

Flickr, Tumblr, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Youtube


