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Attachment 25 – Additional Correspondence Regarding Hospitality House Use Permit
Modification

John Carl Porter
45351 South Caspar Dr.
Mendocino, CA 95460
(707) 964-8884

City Planning, City of Fort Bragg
416 North Franklin
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

August 22, 2017

Re: Hospitality House
Dear Members of the City Planning Committee:

I appear today to support Hospitality House in their efforts to feed the homeless at the level
they are operating now.

My wife and I managed a homeless meal program for thirteen years at the First Presbyterian
Church in Berkeley. We provided a meal two Saturdays a month. Other groups and a semi
public agency covered the other days.

By “managed” I mean we arranged for the chefs who directed the helpers who did most of the
preparation and serving. The helpers were people from various groups within the church who
wished to participate in the homeless meal program. My wife and I coordinated those church
groups. We also were present to assist at every meal for about ten years. We served from 150
to 200 people at each meal.

I tell you this because I want you to know I am fully acquainted with the problems one meets
in serving the homeless. Most are fine people who have had a tragedy in their lives that put
them on the street. Some are difficult to deal with. Even a few people in our church wanted
nothing to do with them. You know all this. So I won’t elaborate.

Hospitality House is a faith based group which has a religious duty to serve the poor. I know
you recognize a civic duty to serve the poor as well. I know you also recognize the rights of
neighbors who might be impacted by the operations of Hospitality House.

I understand a large issue is the possible limitation of the number of people to be served. While
you will weigh the rights of neighbors, please weigh heavily the moral quandary the staff at
Hospitality House will face if they are required to shut the door to the hungry when they have
food available to feed them.
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Imagine the scene when Jesus fed the 5000 (Matt 14: 13-21). What if a centurion appeared
and said, “Jesus, you may have plenty of loaves and fishes, but Pilate has ruled you may only
feed the first 1000!”

I do not assert that the rights and peace of the neighbors should be ignored, but we live in a
complex society where every citizen has some duty to every other. So the neighbors of
Hospitality House have some shared duty to feed the homeless- NOT a VERY STRONG duty
like the staff and Board of HH. The neighbors, must, in some degree, recognize a collective civic
duty to see the hungry homeless are not driven away.

Thank you for hearing me.

Very truly yours,

John Carl Porter

August 23, 2017
Dear Fort Bragg Planning Commissioners,

I want to thank you for your service to our community. I am writing to ask you Not to approve
the request to modify the use permit for the Hospitality House. Please vote no and impose the
appropriate fines on this organization for the use violations that are before you.

It is not appropriate for homeless services to be allowed in the Central Business District
because it is the Scenic Corridor that requires Pedestrian Friendly uses in our small town that is
trying to grow tourism as an industry. The nuisance violations cited in this procedure are not
going to go away, they are the reality of providing services to this vulnerable and needy
population. This is the main reason why homeless services do not belong in the Central
Business District or in Residential Neighborhoods.

I have personally witnessed people representing the Hospitality House tell untruths at public
meetings on several occasions. Please require proof and investigate what they present to you.

I have personally witnessed the nuisance and public safety violations- the ongoing and
pervasive loitering, vagrancy, etc. I have been told by many of the business people and
neighbors that they: clean up trash regularly, clean up human feces on their properties, watch
people urinating and defecating in the alley ways and empty lots, witness people who are drunk
vomiting on the streets and those who are psychotic acting out in threatening and hostile ways.
People are afraid to walk downtown. Developmentally Disabled adults are being harassed
walking home from work in the Central Business District and have to have aids meet them to
keep them safe. The business community has had to install security cameras to insure the
safety of their staff and clientele because of this. I no longer walk to town because it is
unpleasant and intimidating because the homeless have no place to go during the day and the
Central Business District has become their neighborhood. The truth in my statements is evident
in the packet you have been presented with tonight.
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In refusing this request you will be supporting the people who are homeless and disabled in
our community. Packing 24 people into the second floor of a tiny house on McPherson Street
that has no access for the elderly or disabled is both inhumane and unsafe. It appears that the
Hospitality Center is ignoring the needs of these people and must be required to use the two
units in the back (paid for with city grant dollars) for housing the homeless. Doing this will enable
them to have more beds accessible to the disabled and a more humane and safe emergency
housing situation.

Allowing them to keep the 34 beds they have on site will allow them to continue to leave the
back units empty and force people to stay on flimsy bunk beds in the main house in rooms that
do not accommodate disabled people with only one narrow stair case as an exit. This is an
unsafe situation, especially if there was a fire. They do this only because it is more convenient
for their staff, not the clients.

I have been in this house. If there was a fire it would be very difficult for the people staying
there to get out. In fact residents would probably have to jump out of a window. Packing people
into three small rooms also creates a hostile living environment for those who live there and this
too is unsafe. The number of police calls is proof of this. I have been told by several men who
have stayed there that they did not feel safe and were afraid when they lived there.

A safety evaluation by the Fire Marshall needs to be done before you make your decision on
this permit change to reevaluate this situation for safety and to make a determination regarding
how many beds or people can safely be housed in this emergency shelter. Please take your
responsibility seriously as Commissioners and gather all the information you need to make the
right decision in this situation.

In addition, the soup kitchen that they are running must be relocated. Do not allow them to
continue to operate this at this site. Only the people staying in the shelter should be eating
there. A soup kitchen of this capacity was never a part of their permit and adds to the unsafe
components of this site. Elders, children and families do not stay there or eat there because it
is unsafe because they allow actively using drug addicts and alcoholics on site. There are more
appropriate places in the community that could provide this service.

Those children and elders who are exposed to this shelter that allows actively using addicts and
alcoholics to stay there and use the soup kitchen are being put in harm's way and this too needs
to change. Please support the safety of our elders and children and do not allow this to
continue. Another site must be found to provide this service and this will reduce the nuisance
this soup kitchen operation has caused in this neighborhood.

The number of police calls is proof of the unsafe environment at the Hospitality House and the
need for the organization to make changes that include providing private security to manage
this operation safely. Denying their request is all you can do to help facilitate a positive change
in this unsafe and costly situation and help this organization get back on track with their mission
to provide quality services to the homeless.

I am a retired social worker/counselor who served people in need for over 30 years. I live in
Fort Bragg and raised a family here. I am committed to helping people and I know that we can
do better.

Please do NOT approve this request. I believe that it is in the best interests of the clients and
the community for you to deny this request.
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I suggest that you revoke this permit with these conditions:

 give the organization one year to find another site that can accommodate more people and a

soup kitchen

 enforce the existing permit and have them remove the excess beds for one year while they look

for another site

 only allow the people who are staying at the shelter to eat there, shower there and do laundry

there for one year

 require the organization to provide private security and install security cameras

 support finding another site for the soup kitchen that is more appropriate

 require the organization to allow people to be on site during the day

 give the organization the support of the city to help them obtain the funds and a viable plan to

relocate and expand their services appropriately

This is a change that I believe the entire community can support and a change that will help this
organization find their way back to their original mission which is to provide quality services to
those in need.

This is the change that we need in our Central Business District to support our pedestrian
friendly scenic corridor and grow the tourist industry according to the Municipal Code and
Community Development Plan.

Thank you for your time and your service,
Anne Marie Cesario
Registered Voter in the City of Fort Bragg

Planning Commission
C/O Marie Jones
Community Development Director

Dear Planning Commission,

This letter is in support of the Hospitality House and all the necessary services it provides to make our
community a better place to live. Although, there are other issues that need to be addressed at a later
date, this is a request to change the wording on the Hospitality House’s current use permit, by changing
the number of guests allowed to the number of beds needed. No one is asking to allow more guests.
What is needed is the ability to reconfigure the use of beds in unusual and emergency situations. We are
encouraging you to do this, as it will simplify many problems for all involved.

We are all so lucky to have a bed and a meal for ourselves and our families. Let us join together and work
with the only organization that is doing something about these universal problems.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Sally and Lee Welty
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From: Anne Maureen McKeating <annemaureen.mckeating@gmail.com>
Date: August 22, 2017 at 9:15:16 AM PDT
To: elwood Peters <linwood24@hotmail.com>, bnorvell@mcn.org, cimolino@att.net, Dave Turner
<davet@flobeds.com>, wlee@mcdh.net
Subject: Hospitality House and the corner of Redwood and McPherson - For the record

For the record, I am in complete support for services for those in need, and have an extensive history of
volunteer work with those challenged with issues of poverty, addiction and mental illness. I also have sat
on the board of an organization that does this work for over 3 years.

The management of a segment of the population who use Fort Bragg's Hospitality House is problematic.
As a victim of harassment, arson, and the defilement of property, I have to ask, isn't there a better
location where services can be consolidated? Should there be a shift in management? Is it possible to
practice harm reduction at the shelter so that the neighbourhood does not have to deal with the fall out
around transients who are drunk, high and in some cases up to no good (i.e.: arson, name calling,
defecation etc.) ? I have travelled solo to many places in the world and for the first time, I feel the need to
carry pepper spray.

It seems that the female business owners on E Redwood are not being heard. If the council and/or the
management of hospitality house had any capacity for critical thinking, they would understand that
women experience harassment differently then the men who have businesses in the area. This is not to
suggest that women are somehow weaker, but to inform you that many of the transients at the corner of
Redwood and McPherson are far more comfortable harassing and/or aiming their rancour at women then
they are men. It's called systemic ingrained sexism.

This situation calls not for sides but for listening and innovation. I ask that you consider our concerns as
we are the ones who are attempting to bring new life to E Redwood.

Best Regards,

Anne Maureen McKeating c/o the Estate of Heather Brown
311 N McPherson / 225 E. Redwwod

To: Planning Commission Members
c/o Marie Jones, community Development Director

My name is Cathy Karabensh. I live in Mendocino, but shop and regularly spend money in Fort Bragg.
As a resident for 17 years, I am aware of the increasing presence of homeless people in our coastal
areas. I don't believe they are homeless and hungry because they want to be. I applaud the many
volunteers of Hospitality House who are housing and feeding people who have these temporary, basic
human needs. That a vocal minority is lashing out at Hospitality House is appalling and distressing to me.
I absolutely support that Hospitality House be able to bed 24 persons daily. That the number of "beds"
needed will rise and fall according to the needs of the clients is obvious. The fact that Hospitality House
provides breakfast and dinner at such reasonable hours is honorable and commendable. These
volunteers need coastal support, not derision. If not Hospitality House, then who? Will the City of Fort
Bragg take over these services? I think not.

Sincerely, Cathy Karabensh
Mendocino resident who shops locally, in Fort Bragg

To: Fort Bragg Planning Commission Members
c/o Marie Jones, Community Development Director
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As the hub of most commerce and services for the entire Mendocino Coast, what happens in Fort Bragg
does not stay in Fort Bragg. It has an effect on my business — and those of other owners of
stores/shops, galleries or professional public or private services in Fort Bragg — even though we may not
live within the city limits. That’s only one reason why people like me who live outside the voting area are
concerned about what happens in our city. It effects all of us on the coast.

I am a strong supporter of the Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center. I am writing to urge Planning
Commission Members to allow the Hospitality House Center the flexibility of room usage for 24 people to
be able to stay overnight in their facility — and also to continue to feed them, in such numbers, as
needed. The Center serves families, as well as individuals. Sometimes they have all men, sometimes
women & men who need to be separated, and sometimes, they have families with children. Occasionally,
a newborn is brought by a woman with no family support. In order to serve this diverse and constantly
changing group, they must have enough beds to reconfigure the 24 people allowed. Therefore I am
asking you to please count the people staying in the shelter, not the beds.

Without the compassionate support of volunteers, the homeless situation in Fort Bragg would be much
worse. My concern is that the city’s economic liability, the over-use of resources and services -- at the
hospital, police department and other places — without this extraordinary support center, would be
severely effected. If Hospitality House is not allowed to feed and house these people, who will and
where? Costs to Fort Bragg might include: more begging, loitering, theft, other destructive crimes, public
health issues and potentially more negative impacts on city resources.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Rachel Binah
Post Office Box 464
Little River, California 95456
707-937-3227
rachel@mcn.org
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August 21, 2017

Members of the Fort Bragg Planning Commission,
I write in the strongest support of the Hospitality House programs, operated at 237 N. McPherson Street
in Fort Bragg.

Hospitality House homeless shelter has been providing services in the coastal community for thirty-one
years. Hospitality House, and its nonprofit the Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center (MCHC), is a reliable,
professional committed member of the Mendocino County Continuum of Care for the Homeless. Fort
Bragg is fortunate to have the Hospitality House homeless shelter open every day of the year and not to
have experienced the struggles that have happened inland to open a winter shelter the last few years.
Our community needs the Hospitality House.
The shelter, meals, laundry and showers offered are at the heart of the safety net of care for people in
desperate need in the coastal community. Without the services of the Hospitality House, the financial
burdens to the Emergency Room and Police Department would increase.
Hospitality House has many rules and policies in place to control any negative behaviors. If these rules
need to be amended, enforced or reinforced then the best solution is dialogue and assistance. I believe
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the Hospitality House staff have shown themselves to be conscientious and aspire to be the best of
community partners.
I am grateful for the essential work that MCHC’s Hospitailty House does to serve my neighbors without
homes.

Respectfully,
Tanya Smart
17660 Redwood Springs Drive
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

From: joan burleigh [mailto:joanburleigh@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 21, 2017 2:22 PM
To: Jones, Marie
Subject: letter to planning commission in support of Hospitality House

To the planning commission members:

I am writing to encourage you to vote against modifying Hospitality House's Use permit.
I am co-founder of Art Explorers and was co-director of that non-profit when we moved to our current site
at 305 E. Redwood in 2006 and continued in that position for the next 8 years and still work for that
organization part-time.
Art Explorers is located a scant half block from the Hospitality House and during the past 11 years we
have never had any problems with the people who receive services from Hospitality House. Two other
Art Explorer Board members, Carole White and Mara Thomas have written excellent letters to you so I
feel no need to go over everything they have said, all of which I heartily agree with. The only thing I
would strongly request you look into is Mara's information about the Portland loo .
There is a strong need for an outdoor bathroom that both the tourists and the homeless can use.

Hospitality House is doing a great job of helping people in need. One never knows when tragedy would
strike and leave any one of us needing help. I feel proud that Hospitality House is in our town. I strongly
urge you not to decrease their use permit.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Joan Burleigh

August 23, 2017

Fort Bragg Planning Commission
City of Fort Bragg
416 N. Franklin Street
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

RE: Hospitality House Use Permit Modification (USP 9-03/17)

Gentlepeople:

I am writing in support of Hospitality House and urge the Planning Commission and the City Council
to approve the Modified Permit as negotiated.
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As a new resident and homeowner in Fort Bragg, I have been aware since my arrival of the
unfortunate number of homeless and itinerant individuals on the streets of Fort Bragg proper.

I am also aware that the City, as a community as well as a municipal administration, has consigned to
Hospitality House the task of providing meals, emergency housing, and support services for this
homeless population, a daunting and thankless task at best.

I have become aware through conversations with residents and business owners that the presence of
so many itinerant and often emotionally damaged people in the central business district presents
challenges to residents, owners, the public health and the goal of making the Central Business District an
attractive opportunity for tourists.

From what I can gather, this Use Permit Modification before the Planning Commission is the result of
complaints that Hospitality House has on occasion exceeded the parameters of its Use Permit, as well as
impacts on the immediate community of the McPherson Street facility. I have read the Permit, including
modifications, as posted with the meeting agenda, as well as skimming the 50 pages of letters both
supporting and opposing the application.

Before declaring my support for Hospitality House’s negotiated Use Permit Modification, let me say
that I was homeless in the past, some 40 years ago, and it was the caring of people, including strangers,
that allowed me to rebuild my life. Homelessness today is different from 40 years ago. The epidemic of
economic depression and malaise, self-medication, loss of mental health and support services have all
contributed to a more or less permanent population of emotionally damaged individuals who have to a
greater or lesser extent accepted their fate of living day to day, with no idea about where they will be or
how they will survive tomorrow.

Many cities and communities have taken the stance that “if we make it hard for them here, they will
go somewhere else,” forgetting or ignoring the fact that for other cities or communities, theirs is somebody
else’s “someplace else”. With a climate as livable as Fort Bragg’s, making the lives of the homeless
difficult is only inviting a backlash, something some of our businesses, unfortunately, are discovering.
The first principal to the solution to the homelessness epidemic is not making their lives difficult so they go
away, but treatment, redirection and integration. There will be no “final solution” to the homeless
epidemic, short of a major economic re-adjustment in favor of those toward the bottom of the economic
ladder. But there are processes and strategies to mitigate the impact of the homeless population on the
community while providing services that empower homeless people to rebuild their lives.

Hospitality House’s services are integral, but not sufficient, in addressing the homeless population in
our community. The glaring absence of any CBD restroom facilities, after the restrooms at Town Hall are
locked in the evening, is a direct cause of many of the incidents of urination and defecation. Given the
choice between ignominiously soiling one’s pants, or dropping them, the choice is obvious. The City of
Fort Bragg needs to site and install one or more 24/7 public restrooms in the CBD, one preferably within
easy walking distance of Hospitality House.

In the long term, additional strategies need to be developed. Measure B on the November Ballot
would provide funds for mental health services so desperately needed by the homeless population. Many
cities are using public service, “on the spot” day labor as a way to help homeless individuals regain a
work ethic and sense of self-efficacy. Medical “street workers” who bring basic medical services to the
homeless where they are is another way of beginning the process of restoring dignity. Employing recently
homeless individuals in recovery, to operate as street counselors, guides and mediators is another.

In the short term, Fort Bragg needs to re-affirm its commitment to Hospitality House. For the longer
term, Fort Bragg needs to conduct an open minded investigation toward creating a comprehensive
approach to homelessness in our community. As a community issue, they will not be going away, and we
need to recognize that what is good for them in the long term may also be best for us.
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Please approve this Permit Modification. Also, please initiate a comprehensive review toward
developing a system-wide approach to homelessness in Fort Bragg.

Sincerely,

James Jade Tippett
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-----Original Message-----
From:
Sent: Sunday, August 20, 2017 11:37 AM
To: Peters, Lindy (Personal); Norvell, Bernie; Cimolino, Michael (Personal); Dave Turner; Will Lee;
Desmond, Debbie; Oneal, Thomas; CDD User; Jones, Marie; Ruffing, Linda
Subject: Fort Bragg City Council

8-20-2017

Fort Bragg City Council,

I am continuing to have issues with the services related to the Hospitality House located at 237 N.
McPherson Street in Fort Bragg.

The MTA benches that are located across from Flo Beds on Redwood Ave, are continuing to be a safety
hazard for the neighborhood. Hospitality House clients, are waiting for services during the day and they
are hanging out on the benches. I am extremely concerned that drugs and alcohol are being shared,
hidden and consumed at both benches, as well as having large groups gathering, making it unavailable
for anyone wanting to use the benches, to wait for the bus. I have also witnessed people crossing the
street to avoid the large groups at both benches.
There is often garbage left behind.

I am attaching photos of Hospitality House clients waiting for services, such as food, at the bench located
on Redwood Ave across the street from Flo Beds.

A few days ago, it appeared the Hospitality House put a sofa out in the alley directly behind their building.
Shortly after they put the sofa out, one of their clients who is continuing to have violent outbursts in the
neighborhood, was sleeping on the sofa, while waiting for services.

I am attaching a picture of their client sleeping on the sofa- This is the same client I sent a video in of a
few weeks back, he threw a rock or object at a car screaming the “N” word on Redwood Ave, it could
have hit a citizen walking by. He was at the MTA bench a few days later, across from Flo Beds pacing,
passed out and pacing again throughout the day. He was seen having a violent outburst 2 days ago in the
Purity parking lot. This same man was also sitting on the steps of a residential neighbor, waiting for
Hospitality Center to open. I am concerned for the safety of citizens while he is in the neighborhood
waiting for services.

I previously tried working the Hospitality House for a year. I did not make any progress. I believe if they
put the sofa out in the alley it shows the lack of consideration for the neighbors and neighborhood
including safety issues. It also shows lack of communication with the employees on safety issues for the
neighborhood.

I would also like to inform the Fort Bragg Police Department that there are large groups of Hospitality
House clients gathering in the parking lot corner, located on the corner of Redwood Ave and McPherson
Street. They lean up against the private fence and Flo Bed’s building.
It appears that Flo Beds does not have any windows on that side of their entire building and has become
a place where hidden behind cars, they can hang out. I am requesting extra patrol in that parking lot as
well.

*I am requesting that Fort Bragg City Council contact MTA and have the benches removed, if the
problems continue.

* I am requesting help from the Fort Bragg City Council to help the Hospitality House set guidelines that
make this neighborhood safe for all citizens.
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* I am requesting their policy for violent clients waiting in the neighborhood for services, such as food, be
shared with neighbors and Fort Bragg City Council so we all know who to contact and what they will be
doing to keep the neighborhood safe. I am attaching photos of items left behind from Hospitality House
clients while waiting for services, such as food.

* I am requesting Hospitality House provide extra security including cameras, placed in the back parking
lot of their property, along with extra security for the neighborhood. Our Police Department should not be
their personal security system they rely on, for the problems their clients are causing in the neighborhood
while they are waiting for services, such as food. I am requesting the Hospitality House be contacted and
asked to *not* leave furniture in the alley. I am also attaching a picture of a chair left directly behind
Hospitality House in the alley.

I am attaching a video of me calling dispatch so you can see how disruptive it is for my business, imagine
if you were my customer, how would your shopping experience be, especially not wanting to walk back
out to your car with the risk of being yelled at, and you can see how stressful it is. Would you choose to
order your product on line next time, if you were my customer? This is having a negative impact on my
business and quality of life. I am now so stressed out from all of the violent outbursts and I am worried
every day. I show up to work and I am worried I will have to witness an outburst and/or drug and alcohol
use from Hospitality House clients. I am attaching a video of the man that had the violent outburst in the
previous video, show up in the morning at the MTA bench, you will notice in morning his pace is slow, he
then passes out on the bench, which I have a picture of, then in the second video, in the afternoon his
pace becomes much different. It is always scary not knowing what to expect from clients waiting for
services and this job should not be put on neighbors of Hospitality House, to try to figure out someone’s
state of mind while waiting for services, such as food.

In addition to the photos of the MTA bench in front of Flo Beds, I am also attaching a photo of drugs
being left behind on our property located on Franklin Street last week. There have also been calls to the
Police Department from this location for violent outbursts last week from a Hospitality House client. My
family can be contacted at
964-8889 to answer any questions.

If you have any questions for me, please contact me at 962-1651.

Thank you,

Trash behind HH Chair behind HH
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Drugs at HH Trash left at bench by HH clients

People waiting for HH meals Man sleeping @ bus stop

Man sleeping in HH coach in alley People waiting for HH meals
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-----Original Message-----
From: Oneal, Thomas
Sent: Monday, August 21, 2017 6:16 AM
To: Peters, Lindy (Personal); Norvell, Bernie; Cimolino, Michael (Personal); Dave Turner; Will Lee;
Desmond, Debbie; CDD User; Jones, Marie; Ruffing, Linda
Subject: RE: Fort Bragg City Council

While I cannot respond to some of your requests to City Council I can provide some clarification regarding
the videos, images and issues that you submitted. The individual in the videos pacing back and forth is
Cody Furline. I recently met with the Hospitality House Administrator, Laura Anderson, and Executive
Board Members Lynelle and Gary Johnson, regarding improving the lines of communication between the
Hospitality House/Center and the Fort Bragg Police Department. During that meeting, I believe Laura
informed me that she had spoken with you by phone regarding Cody causing a disturbance outside of
your business. Laura stated that she responded by temporarily banning Cody from the Hospitality House.
If Cody is again seen causing a disturbance in the area please let us know so that we can assist in
addressing it. While it is not your responsibility to know Cody by name, it does help our officers locate him
since we are all familiar with him.

As of the time of this e-mail, the sofa and chair in question has been relocated to the Hospitality House'
dumpster area. I will pass the issue along to our dayshift personnel so they can check to ensure that it
does not return to the alley.

I will forward your extra patrol request to our patrol officers regarding transients loitering in the parking lot
to the east of FloBeds. Additionally, I will reach out to the owner of that parking lot in an attempt to obtain
a trespassing letter. This will provide our officers increased authority to police that private parking lot.

I do not currently have an answer regarding the issues with loitering at the MTA Bus Stops on the corner
of E Redwood Avenue and N McPherson Street, however the issue was specifically addressed at the
above mentioned meeting. The issue of loitering at the benches is a sort of legal gray area, since the
benches are on public sidewalks. One option we are exploring is the Hospitality House temporarily or
permanently banning clients who loiter at the benches despite law enforcement and staff warnings.

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or issues. I will be returning to a dayshift in the
coming weeks so you will see more of me. Additionally, I appreciate the information, photos, and videos
you have provided over the last year. They have been an invaluable tool in documenting the ongoing
issues.

Respectfully,

Officer Thomas N. O’Neal
Badge #56
Fort Bragg Police Department
Fort Bragg, CA
(707) 961-2800 ext. 167
(707) 964-0200 (non-emergency dispatch)
toneal@fortbragg.com

-----------------------------------------------

TO: Fort Bragg Planing Commission
c/o Marie Jones

FROM: Cliff and Joy Shaw
Mendocino, CA

RE: Hospitality Center
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We are writing on behalf of the Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center to appeal the City of Fort Bragg’s
Notice of Potential Type VI “Notice of Violation” pertaining to MCHC operation.

MCHC has provided and continues to provide a much needed service to our community! Hot food and
safe sleeping arrangements are just part of their mission. In order to house 24 guests, there needs to be
flexibility to reconfigure sleeping arrangements for the guests. By increasing the number of beds to 32,
they will be able to continue to house 24 guests safely. We urge you to allow this flexibility.

As all are aware, homelessness is not unique to our coastal region. To provide a safe and secure
environment for those less fortunate than many of us on the coast, Hospitality Center has made it their
mission to provide for the less fortunate among us. For well over 30 years, Hospitality Center has
consistently stayed the course of no drugs nor alcohol, and have fed and provided safe housing for
thousands who have needed their services, including individuals as well as families with small children.

We hope that the Fort Bragg Planning Commission will take into account the good that has been and
continues to be done by Hospitality Center. They have addressed and continue to address any
complaints in order to be good neighbors. We hope the Planning Commission will support the good work
done by MCHC as they continue their mission to help the less fortunate.

Cliff and Joy Shaw

From: Andrea Michelsen [mailto:andimichel@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 11:49 AM
To: Jones, Marie
Cc: admin@mendocinochc.org
Subject: Please share with the Planning Commission

I am writing in support of Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center's goal of continuing to serve the homeless
in Fort Bragg and surrounding communities. They have a long track record of humane service to the
homeless and I believe that it is all our interest to see it continue. I am confident that this group can
remedy any deficiencies of concern to the City of Fort Bragg. Please consider working with them, and
remember that closure will negatively impact the most vulnerable among us. For the record, my husband
and I are property owners in Fort Bragg.
Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,
Andrea Michelsen

From: Arlene Moorehead [mailto:alm@mcn.org]
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 11:13 AM
To: Jones, Marie
Subject: Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center

To: Planning Commission Members
Marie Jones, Community Development Director

Re: Hospitality Center Hearing August 23, 2017

We have lived on the coast since 1989, operate a business in Mendocino and support various
organizations in the area including the Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center.

We donate clothing, bedding, towels, blankets and other items to MCHC when we can. We drop them off
at the center and I can say that everyone is so pleasant, appreciative and welcoming to us. We need
more services of this type, not less. The Old Coast Hotel was vacant for years and now is a very
successful operation providing a great service to the community and to it's clients.
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We view the center as safe and supportive temporary housing for mothers, children and others down on
their luck. By providing hot meals to those in need it provides a vital service to those that would
otherwise go without or be encouraged to beg on the streets of Fort Bragg. This is not a third world
country, we should provide for those less fortunate than us by at least giving them some support and
guidance to a better life.

Over the years we have seen the homeless situation increase and decrease depending on the economy
and the services provided. At this point in time the services provided by the Hospitality Center at the Old
Coast Hotel are desperately needed due to the lack of housing for the homeless and the state of the
economy.

We support the continuation of their use permit and their mission. Do not let the negative voices of a few
overshadow the voices of the majority that support MCHC.

Sincerely,

Arlene and Jim Moorehead

-----Original Message-----
From: Linda Banta [mailto:lmbanta1@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 10:59 AM
To: Jones, Marie
Subject: HH hearing

City Council members;
I would like to express my support for the work Hospitality House does in protecting and serving the
homeless and poor in our community. They provide much needed emergency meals, temporary housing
for the most needy individuals, and information about resources and opportunities. Their severe weather
sheltering coordination is critical to those who have no other shelter in cold or wet conditions.
All of these services have been provided from their heart-felt belief that it is the responsibility of all who
can to help those who are unable, for whatever reasons, to have necessary food and shelter. These are
the Christian things to do or, if you prefer, doing for others as you would want done for you in similar
situations. I, and my church, have supported Hospitality House financially for several years - putting our $
where our beliefs are.
Linda Banta, Fort Bragg resident
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