


CCE	  allows	  local	  governments	  to	  procure	  and/or	  develop	  power	  
on	  behalf	  of	  their	  communi9es:	  
	  

•  For	  residen*al,	  municipal	  and	  business	  accounts	  
•  Works	  in	  partnership	  with	  PG&E	  
•  Proven	  to	  increase	  renewable	  energy	  and	  lower	  greenhouse	  gases	  	  
•  Offers	  affordable	  electricity	  rates	  	  

What	  is	  Community	  Choice	  Energy?	  
	  



Poten*al	  CCE	  Advantages	  

	  

•  Responsive	  to	  local	  environmental	  and	  economic	  goals	  
	  
•  Offers	  consumers	  a	  choice	  where	  none	  currently	  exists	  
	  
•  Is	  revenue	  supported,	  not	  taxpayer	  subsidized	  
	  
•  Offers	  stable–oHen	  cheaper–electricity	  rates	  
	  
•  Allows	  for	  rapid	  switch	  to	  cleaner	  power	  supply,	  significant	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  greenhouse	  gas	  reduc6ons	  and	  achievement	  of	  Climate	  Ac*on	  Plan	  goals	  
	  

Why	  is	  Mendocino	  County	  exploring	  CCE?	  



3	  Opera*onal	  CCEs	  in	  CA	  Already	  

Launch	  Year	   2015	  Avg.	  
Customer	  	  Rate	  
Savings	  

Power	  	  Op6ons	  
(current)	  

2010	   2-‐5%	  below	  
PG&E	  

56%	  Renewable	  
	  

100%	  Renewable	  
	  

100%	  Local	  Solar	  

	  
2014	  

	  
6-‐14%	  below	  
PG&E	  

	  
36%	  Renewable	  
	  

100%	  Renewable	  

	  
2015	  

	  
3-‐4%	  below	  
SCE	  

	  
35%	  Renewable	  
	  

100%	  Renewable	  



CCE	  is	  Growing	  in	  California	  



MCE	  and	  SCP	  are	  Fiscally	  Sound	  

MCE	  (FY15-‐16)	   SCP	  (FY15-‐16)	  

Total	  Projected	  Revenue	   $145,933,000	   $165,495,000	  

Expenses	   $141,433,000	   $148,588,000	  

Cost	  of	  Energy	   $129,522,000	   $130,100,000	  

Cost	  of	  Administra*on	   7%	   4.5%	  

Projected	  Net	  Increase	  in	  
Reserves	  

$4,500,000	   $16,907,000	  



How	  Does	  it	  Work?	  

1.   FORM	  or	  JOIN	  a	  Joint	  Powers	  Agency	  in	  which	  par*cipa*ng	  local	  governments	  
pass	  an	  ordinance	  and	  enter	  into	  a	  JPA	  Agreement,	  or	  outsource	  the	  program.	  

2.   U9lity	  (PG&E)	  con9nues	  to	  provide	  consolidated	  billing,	  customer	  service,	  grid	  and	  
line	  maintenance	  without	  service	  interrup*on.	  	  

3.   PG&E	  programs	  for	  low	  income/CARE	  customers	  remain	  the	  same.	  

4.   CCE	  electric	  genera9on	  charges	  (including	  exit	  fee)	  appear	  as	  new	  line	  items	  on	  
the	  customer	  bill;	  all	  other	  charges	  remain	  the	  same.	  

5.   CCE	  becomes	  default	  electric	  provider,	  as	  customers	  are	  automa*cally	  enrolled	  
and	  receive	  at	  least	  4	  opt-‐out	  no*ces	  over	  120	  days	  and	  can	  return	  to	  PG&E	  
service	  any	  9me.	  

6.   CPUC	  cer9fies	  CCE	  Plan,	  oversees	  u*lity/	  CCE	  service	  agreement	  and	  other	  
requirements.	  



Sample	  Energy	  Bill–MCE	  
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CCE	  Achieves	  Local	  Climate	  Goals	  
Excerpt	  from	  City	  of	  Sunnyvale	  Climate	  Ac9on	  Plan	  
	  

0	   100000	   200000	   300000	  

Open	  Space	  and	  Urban	  Forestry	  
Decrease	  Energy	  Consump*on	  
Sustainable	  Energy	  Poriolio	  

Decrease	  Water	  Consump*on	  
Reduce	  Landfilled	  Waste	  

Reduce	  Off-‐Road	  Eq	  Emissions	  
Improve	  Mobility	  -‐	  Land	  Use	  Planning	  

Sustainable	  Circula*on	  and	  
Op*mize	  Vehicular	  Traffic	  

2020	  GHG	  Reduc6ons	  (MTCO2e/yr)	  



Local	  CCE	  Program	  Op*ons	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  CCE	  encourages	  new	  energy	  programs	  
	  

•  MCE	  and	  SCP	  have	  collec*vely	  added	  over	  300MWs	  of	  new	  renewable	  power	  to	  the	  
grid;	  nearly	  100	  MW	  is	  local	  power	  	  

	  
•  Local	  Feed-‐in-‐Tariff,	  Net	  Energy	  Metering	  programs	  incen*vize	  local	  DG	  
	  
•  Public/Private	  Partnerships:	  Community	  solar,	  commercial	  and	  residen*al	  banery	  

storage,	  home	  area	  networks/demand	  reduc*on,	  EV	  charging	  sta*ons	  
	  

•  	  	  	  Energy	  efficiency	  funding	  from	  u*lity	  and	  state	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
•  On-‐bill	  repayment	  op*on	  and	  green	  business	  

loans	  
	  
•  Local	  job	  training	  programs	  that	  focus	  on	  

underserved	  popula*ons	  



Risks	  &	  Mi*ga*ons	  

Rate	  Compe99on/Market	  Fluctua9on:	  	  
Rates	  will	  vary	  with	  market	  condi*ons.	  Power	  market	  is	  currently	  favorable	  but	  
power	  market	  exper*se	  and	  well	  craHed	  energy	  contracts	  are	  essen*al;	  diversified	  
supply	  poriolio	  and	  “value	  add”	  programs.	  	  
	  

Customer	  Opt-‐Out:	  	  
Compe**ve	  rates	  are	  a	  must;	  ar*culate	  addi*onal	  community	  benefits.	  Opt-‐out	  
rates	  typically	  range	  from	  5%-‐15%.	  
	  

Poli9cal:	  	  
Align	  CCE	  to	  local	  policy	  objec*ves;	  appeal	  to	  both	  progressive	  and	  conserva*ve	  
minds	  by	  making	  the	  environmental	  AND	  business	  case.	  
	  

Regulatory/Legisla9ve:	  
State	  legisla*on	  and	  CPUC	  decisions	  can	  adversely	  affect	  CCE;	  join	  a	  growing	  group	  
of	  CCEs	  and	  advocacy	  organiza*ons	  by	  par*cipa*ng	  in	  the	  state	  regulatory	  and	  
legisla*ve	  process.	  
	  



Program	  Op*ons	  &	  Next	  Steps	  

•  Join	  an	  exis*ng	  CCE	  program	  (such	  as	  Sonoma	  Clean	  Power)	  
	  
•  Form	  a	  stand-‐alone	  CCE	  program	  that	  includes	  the	  county	  and	  interested	  

ci*es	  
Op*on	  A:	  Outsource	  program	  funding	  and	  opera*ons	  (similar	  to	  Humboldt	  

	  County)	  
Op*on	  B:	  Form	  a	  new	  JPA	  that	  is	  locally	  funded	  and	  operated	  (similar	  to	  

	  San	  Mateo	  County)	  
	  

•  Consider	  an	  opera*onal	  partnership	  with	  City	  of	  Ukiah	  Electric	  U*lity	  

	  	  

	  

What	  op9ons	  are	  being	  considered	  by	  the	  County?	  	  



For	  More	  Informa*on	  

	  
	  	  

Chris	  Shaver,	  Deputy	  CEO	  
County	  of	  Mendocino	  
shaverc@co.mendocino.ca.us	  
(707)	  463-‐4441	  
	  
LEAN	  Energy	  US	  
Shawn	  Marshall	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Tom	  Kelly	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Susan	  Bierzychudek	  
shawnmarshall@leanenergyus.org	  
(415)	  888-‐8007	  
	  


