
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 

 
CITY OF FORT BRAGG  

416 N. FRANKLIN, FORT BRAGG, CA 95437 

PHONE 707/961-2823   FAX 707/961-2802 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ITEM SUMMARY REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  April 28, 2014 

TO:    Finance and Administration Committee 

FROM:    Cindy VanWormer, City Clerk 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  Receive Report and Provide Recommendation to City Council 

Regarding Extension of Fire Equipment Tax 

 

ISSUE: 

The City of Fort Bragg’s Fire Equipment Tax, established in Fort Bragg Municipal Code Chapter 
3.30, will expire on June 30, 2015.  In order to extend the parcel tax without interruption, a 
measure will need to go before the voters on the November 2014 ballot.  

Staff is seeking input from the Finance & Administration Committee (FAC) regarding the 
wording of the ballot measure, prior to agendizing the matter for Council consideration. Specific 
considerations are whether to increase the amount of the parcel tax; whether the purpose of the 
tax should be amended to allow for use of the tax proceeds for other operating expenses as 
well as equipment purchases; whether the structure of the parcel tax should be altered; and 
what the appropriate sunset date is for the tax. 

SUMMARY: 

Chapter 3.30 (Fire Equipment Tax Levy and Expenditure) was added to the Fort Bragg 
Municipal Code following a successful ballot measure on November 8, 1983.  The tax rate at 
that time was $15 per parcel and included a sunset date of June 30, 1995.  The tax has been 
extended two times – once at an election held on November 8, 1994 and again by an election 
held on November 2, 2004.  The Ordinance approved by the voters in 2004 (Ordinance 844-
2004) increased the parcel tax from $15 per parcel to $18. 

As shown below, approximately $44,000 has been collected annually from this parcel tax over 
the past several years: 



 

 

 

The current balance in the Fire Equipment Tax Fund is $125,739. In FY 2013-14 $193,800 was 
used toward the purchase of the new Pierce Fire Engine. Attached is the Fire Department’s 
Engine Replacement Plan which projects out equipment replacement needs through 2018. 

The City shares the cost of operating the Fire Department with the Fort Bragg Rural Fire District 
based on the proportional call ratio in each area.  The table below shows the amount that the 
City has contributed toward operation of the Fire Department over the last several years: 

  

 

The City’s Fire Equipment Tax is currently established as a flat fee of $18 per parcel. As a 
comparison, property owners in the Rural Fire District currently pay $37.50 per parcel and, if 
there is more than one residential unit on the parcel (second units, duplex, apartments, etc.), an 
additional $18.75 per unit is assessed. 

Staff seeks a recommendation from the FAC regarding the wording of a new ballot measure to 
extend the City’s Fire Equipment Tax. The FAC’s recommendation will be brought forward to 
the full Council for discussion prior to Council action to put the measure on the November 
ballot.  Issues for consideration include: 

 What is the appropriate sunset date for the parcel tax? 

 Should the parcel tax be increased to account for inflation over the past 10 years, and in 
the 10 years to come?  If so, by what amount should it be increased? 

 Should the purpose of the parcel tax be expanded to allow it to be used costs in addition 
to fire equipment? Options to consider are allowing some portion of the funds to be used 
for facility improvements at the Main Street and/or Highway 20 Fire Stations, both of 
which are City-owned facilities. If so, by what amount should it be increased? 

 Should the structure of the parcel tax be changed such that the tax is increased for 
properties with multiple residential units?  



 

 

Obviously, it is important for the FAC to receive input from the Fire Chief and to consider the 
likelihood of voter support for any changes to the Fire Equipment Tax. Chief Orsi has been 
invited to attend the FAC meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Provide recommendation to City Council regarding wording for a ballot measure to extend the 
City’s Fire Equipment Tax. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Fire Engine Replacement Plan 

 














