
14.06.050 CONSERVATION GOALS AND PROHIBITED WATER USES DURING WATER 

EMERGENCY. 

For the purpose of calculating the percentage reduction for water conservation goals, a baseline year will be 

chosen that is a recent, nondrought year relative to the year in which a water emergency is declared. 

Reductions in water usage, generally, will be calculated by comparing monthly water usage during the 

emergency declaration against the corresponding month on the baseline year. 

Residential water conservation efforts will be considered to have reached a maximum level of effort when water 

usage at a specific water account is 50 gallons per capita per day (gcpd) or less. When such a level is reached 

and maintained, no further water usage reductions are required, except during a Stage 4 water emergency 

when flow restrictors may be installed. 

Uses of potable water supplied by the City of Fort Bragg that are identified as prohibited during a water 

emergency shall be allowed only where necessary to address an immediate health and safety need or to 

comply with a term or condition in a permit issued by a state or federal agency. 

A.    Stage 1 Water Emergency – 10% Goal for Reducing Water Usage. 

1.    All users of potable water shall reduce their potable water consumption by 10% as 

compared to the same month of the base year. 

2.    Consistent with state requirements to prevent the waste and unreasonable use of potable 

water and to promote water conservation, each of the following actions is prohibited during a 

water emergency:  

a.    The use of potable water on outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes runoff such 

that water flows onto adjacent property, nonirrigated areas, private and public walkways, 

roadways, parking lots, or structures. 

b.    The use of a hose that dispenses potable water to wash a motor vehicle, or to irrigate 

landscaped areas, including trees and shrubs located on residential and commercial 

properties that are not irrigated by a landscape irrigation system, except where the hose is 

fitted with a shut-off nozzle or device attached to it that causes it to cease dispensing 

water immediately when not in use. 



c.    The use of potable water to wash driveways, sidewalks, and similar hardscapes.  

d.    The use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where 

the water is part of a recirculating system. 

e.    The irrigation of outdoor landscapes during and within 48 hours after measurable 

rainfall. 

f.    The irrigation of residential and commercial landscapes, at any time other than before 

10:00 a.m. and after 6:00 p.m. 

g.    The serving of drinking water other than upon request in eating or drinking 

establishments, including but not limited to restaurants, hotels, cafes, cafeterias, bars, or 

other public places where food or drink are served and/or purchased. 

h.    The irrigation with potable water of ornamental turf on public street medians.  

i.    The irrigation with potable water of landscapes outside of newly constructed homes 

and buildings in a manner inconsistent with regulations or other requirements established 

by the California Building Standards Commission and the Department of Housing and 

Community Development.  

3.    In addition, each of the following uses of potable water is prohibited during a water 

emergency: 

a.    The use of any hose or similar device, irrespective of whether a nozzle, valve, or other 

shut-off mechanism is attached thereto, for washing or cleaning the exterior surface of any 

dwelling, garage, commercial or industrial building. Persons painting building exteriors 

shall be exempted from this provision when potable water is used to clean or prepare a 

surface for painting during a Stage 1 water conservation emergency. 

b.    The use of potable water for filling or refilling any existing or new swimming pool. 

Replenishing existing pools which have lost water due to evaporation shall be permitted. 

  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WAT&sectionNum=1


c.    The use of potable water in construction projects for backfill consolidation or 

compaction, or for dust control purposes; provided, however, that the City Manager may 

permit the use of potable water upon a determination by the City Manager that no other 

source of water for the purpose is available, or that no other method of compaction, 

consolidation, or dust control is reasonably available. The reuse of water system flush 

water is permitted. 

d.    The use of water through, with or by any plumbing, sprinkler, watering or irrigation 

system, or other device, equipment, or appliance which is broken or defective, or which, 

for any reason, fails to use water in the ordinary and customary manner or quantity for 

which it was designed, constructed, or manufactured. 

4.    To promote water conservation, operators of hotels and motels shall provide guests with 

the option of choosing not to have towels and linens laundered daily. Each hotel or motel shall 

prominently display notice of this option in each guestroom using clear and easily understood 

language.  

5.    To prevent waste and unreasonable use of potable water and to promote water 

conservation, lawn watering and landscape irrigation with potable water shall be limited to no 

more than 2 days per week for all water users.  

6.    Tampering with any part of the water system to circumvent the provisions contained within 

this section, include tampering with hydrants or water meters, is prohibited. 

7.    Residents and business owners shall repair all water leaks as soon as feasibly possible, but 

no later than 5 days after notification by the City, unless other arrangements are made with the 

Public Works Director. 

B.    Stage 2 Water Emergency – 20% Goal for Reducing Water Usage.  

1.    All users of potable water shall reduce their potable water consumption by 20% as 

compared to the same month of the base year. 

  



2.    The provisions governing the uses of potable water during a Stage 1 water emergency shall 

remain effective during a Stage 2 water emergency. The following additional and more 

restrictive provisions regarding uses of potable water shall be effective during a Stage 2 water 

emergency: 

a.    Irrigation or watering of any residential and commercial landscaping using potable 

water is prohibited. 

b.    The use of compostable plates, cups, and flatware is encouraged. 

c.    Filling or refilling ornamental lakes or ponds is prohibited, except to the extent needed 

to sustain aquatic life; provided, that such animals have been actively managed within the 

water feature prior to declaration of a drought response level under this chapter. 

3.    Residents and business owners shall repair all water leaks as soon as feasibly possible, but 

no later than 3 days after notification by the City, unless other arrangements are made with the 

Public Works Director. 

C.    Stage 3 Water Emergency – 30% Goal for Reducing Water Usage. 

1.    All users of potable water shall reduce their potable water consumption by 30% as 

compared to the same month of the base year. 

2.    The provisions governing uses of potable water during Stage 1 and Stage 2 water 

emergencies shall remain effective during a Stage 3 water emergency. The following additional 

and more restrictive provisions regarding uses of potable water shall be effective during a Stage 

3 water emergency: 

a.    All washing of motor vehicles shall be prohibited, except at commercial car washes 

that employ a high pressure/low volume wash system. 

b.    Discontinuing the use of hot tubs and in-room spa tubs at hotels is encouraged. 

  



3.    No new potable water service shall be provided, no new temporary meters or permanent 

meters shall be provided, and no statements of immediate ability to serve or provide potable 

water service (such as will serve letters, certificates, or letters of availability) shall be issued, 

except under the following circumstances:  

a.    A valid, unexpired building permit has been issued for the project;  

b.    The project is necessary to protect the public’s health, safety, and welfare; or  

c.    The applicant provides substantial evidence of an enforceable commitment that water 

demands for the project will be offset prior to the provision of a new water meter(s) to the 

satisfaction of the City.  

This provision shall not preclude the resetting or turn-on of meters to provide continuation of 

water service or to restore service that has been interrupted for a period of 1 year or less. 

D.    Stage 4 Water Emergency. 

1.    A Stage 4 water emergency occurs when all available water sources cannot provide 

sufficient flow for water users or cannot maintain adequate flows or pressures for fire-fighting; 

and the conservation measures required by a Stage 1, Stage 2, and Stage 3 water emergency 

are no longer adequate to address the water shortage.  

2.    Notice of an impending Stage 4 water emergency declaration shall be made at least 14 

days in advance of the actual declaration. 

3.    All of the restrictions and provisions governing uses of potable water during a Stage 1, 

Stage 2, and Stage 3 water emergency are in effect during a Stage 4 water emergency. The 

City shall have the authority to limit residential and commercial usage of potable water supplied 

by the City to a quantity determined by the City to provide for the basic safety and well-being of 

the community. 

a.    The City shall be permitted to install flow restrictors at any City-owned water meter, or 

any similar location, to regulate water usage.  

b.    The City shall determine the order of installation of flow restrictors based on relevant 

safety considerations and the users of City supplied water.  



c.    The size of the flow restrictors shall be determined by an effort to equitably spread 

water availability among all water user accounts. 

(Ord. 883 § 1, passed 7-13-2009; Ord. 919, § 5, passed 08-24-2015; Ord. 922, § 4 (Exh. A), passed 10-13-2015; 

Ord. 923, § 5, passed 01-25-16)  

 


