
City Council

City of Fort Bragg

Meeting Agenda

416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

THE FORT BRAGG CITY COUNCIL MEETS CONCURRENTLY 

AS THE FORT BRAGG MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

NO. 1 AND THE FORT BRAGG REDEVELOPMENT SUCCESSOR 

AGENCY

Town Hall, 363 N. Main Street

and Via Video Conference

6:00 PMMonday, May 11, 2026

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

COUNCILMEMBERS PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

Councilmembers are reminded that pursuant to the Council policy regarding use of electronic devices during public 

meetings adopted on November 28, 2022, all cell phones are to be turned off and there shall be no electronic 

communications during the meeting. All e-communications such as texts or emails from members of the public 

received during a meeting are to be forwarded to the City Clerk after the meeting is adjourned.

ZOOM WEBINAR INVITATION

This meeting is being presented in a hybrid format, both in person at Town Hall and via Zoom.

You are invited to a Zoom webinar.

When: May 11, 2026 06:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Topic:  City Council Meeting

Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83459714983

Or Telephone dial: 1 669 444 9171 US (*6 mute/unmute; *9 raise hand)

Webinar ID: 834 5971 4983

To speak during public comment portions of the agenda via zoom, please join the meeting and use the raise hand 

feature when the Mayor or Acting Mayor calls for public comment on the item you wish to address.

CLOSED SESSION REPORT

AGENDA REVIEW

1.  MAYOR’S RECOGNITIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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May 11, 2026City Council Meeting Agenda

Presentation of Mayor's Letter and Plaque Commending Jonathan McLaughlin 

for Twenty Years of Employment with the City of Fort Bragg
26-2201A.

McLaughlin 20 yearsAttachments:

Presentation of Proclamation Honoring National Police Week, May 10-16, 

2026 and Peace Officers Memorial Day - May 15, 2026
26-2091B.

20-Peace Officer Memorial WeekAttachments:

Presentation of Proclamation Declaring May 17th-23rd as National Public 

Works Week
26-2071C.

21-National Public Works WeekAttachments:

Presentation of Proclamation for Water Safety Week26-2081D.

22-Water Safety MonthAttachments:

2.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON: (1) NON-AGENDA, (2) CONSENT CALENDAR & (3) 

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS

MANNER OF ADDRESSING THE CITY COUNCIL:  All remarks and questions shall be addressed to the City 

Council; no discussion or action will be taken pursuant to the Brown Act. No person shall speak without being 

recognized by the Mayor or Acting Mayor. Public comments are restricted to three (3) minutes per speaker.

TIME ALLOTMENT FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  Thirty (30) minutes shall be allotted to 

receiving public comments. If necessary, the Mayor or Acting Mayor may allot an additional 30 minutes to public 

comments after Conduct of Business to allow those who have not yet spoken to do so. Any citizen, after being 

recognized by the Mayor or Acting Mayor, may speak on any topic that may be a proper subject for discussion before 

the City Council for such period of time as the Mayor or Acting Mayor may determine is appropriate under the 

circumstances of the particular meeting, including number of persons wishing to speak or the complexity of a 

particular topic. Time limitations shall be set without regard to a speaker’s point of view or the content of the speech, 

as long as the speaker’s comments are not disruptive of the meeting.

BROWN ACT REQUIREMENTS:  The Brown Act does not allow action or discussion on items not on the agenda 

(subject to narrow exceptions). This will limit the Council's response to questions and requests made during this 

comment period.

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS: Written public comments received after agenda publication are forwarded to the 

Councilmembers as soon as possible after receipt and are available for inspection at City Hall, 416 N. Franklin St, 

Fort Bragg, during normal business hours. All comments after 2 PM on the day of the meeting will become a 

permanent part of the agenda packet on the day after the meeting or as soon thereafter as possible, except 

comments that are in an unrecognized file type or too large to be uploaded to the City's agenda software. Kindly 

identify emails as "public comment" otherwise they may be considered correspondence to Councilmembers. Public 

comments may be submitted to cityclerk@fortbraggca.gov.

3.  STAFF COMMENTS

4.  MATTERS FROM COUNCILMEMBERS

5.  CONSENT CALENDAR

All items under the Consent Calendar will be acted upon in one motion unless a Councilmember requests that an 

individual item be taken up under Conduct of Business.
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May 11, 2026City Council Meeting Agenda

Accept Certificate of Completion for the Town Hall Retrofit and Bathroom 

Remodel Project and Direct City Clerk to File Notice of Completion
26-1595A.

Notice of Completion

Att 1 - Exhibit A Certificate of Completion

Attachments:

Adopt a Resolution of the Fort Bragg City Council Awarding the Pudding Creek 

Water Main Paint Project to Dunn Right Painting, Inc. as the Lowest 

Responsible Bidder, Approving Budget Amendment 2025/26-12, and 

Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Contract (Not To Exceed $121,550); 

Categorical Exemption 15301

26-2015B.

RESO - Pudding Creek Main Paint Award

Att 1 - Exhibit A - Dunn Right Quote

Att 2 - Budget Amendment 2025/26-12

Attachments:

Approve Minutes of April 27, 202626-2065C.

CCM04272026Attachments:

6.  DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS

7.  PUBLIC HEARING

8.  CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Initiation of Community Engagement and Public Scoping for Potential 

Downtown Park/Town Square and Grant Funding Opportunities
26-2228A.

05112026 Staff Report Downtown Park/Town Square

Att 1 - Survey

Attachments:

Presentation of Mill-Site Community Engagement Findings and Economic 

Development Priorities
26-2258B.

Presentation of 2026 Economic Development Mill Site Community Survey

Att 1 - Survey Results

Attachments:

Discussion and Provide Direction on Code Enforcement Policy26-2238C.

05112026 Staff Report Code Enforcement Policy ce252

Public Comment

Attachments:

9.  CLOSED SESSION

ADJOURNMENT

The adjournment time for all Council meetings is no later than 10:00 p.m.  If the Council is still in session at 10:00 

p.m., the Council may continue the meeting upon majority vote.
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May 11, 2026City Council Meeting Agenda

NEXT REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING: 

6:00 P.M., MONDAY, MAY 26, 2026

STATE OF CALIFORNIA          )

                                                  )ss.

COUNTY OF MENDOCINO     )

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that I am employed by the City of Fort Bragg and that I 

caused this agenda to be posted in the City Hall notice case on May 7, 2026.

_______________________________________________

Diana Paoli

City Clerk

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC:

DISTRIBUTION OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOLLOWING AGENDA PACKET 

DISTRIBUTION:

• Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Council/District/Agency after distribution of the 

agenda packet are available for public inspection upon making reasonable arrangements with the City Clerk for 

viewing same during normal business hours.

• Such documents are also available on the City of Fort Bragg’s website at https://city.fortbragg.com subject to 

staff’s ability to post the documents before the meeting.

ADA NOTICE AND HEARING IMPAIRED PROVISIONS:

It is the policy of the City of Fort Bragg to offer its public programs, services and meetings in a manner that is readily 

accessible to everyone, including those with disabilities.  Upon request, this agenda will be made available in 

appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities. 

If you need assistance to ensure your full participation, please contact the City Clerk at (707) 961-2823. Notification 

48 hours in advance of any need for assistance will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 

accessibility.

This notice is in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (28 CFR, 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II).
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 26-220

Agenda Date: 5/11/2026  Status: BusinessVersion: 1

File Type: 

Recognition/Announcements

In Control: City Council

Agenda Number: 1A.

Presentation of Mayor's Letter and Plaque Commending Jonathan McLaughlin for Twenty 

Years of Employment with the City of Fort Bragg
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CITY OF FORT BRAGG 

Incorporated August 5, 1889 

416 N. Franklin Street 
Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
Phone: (707) 961-2825 

Fax: (707) 961-2913 

 
May 11, 2026 
 
 
Commander Jonathan McLaughlin 
Fort Bragg Police Department 
City of Fort Bragg 
 
Dear Jonathan, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on your twenty years of employment 
with the City of Fort Bragg as a member of the Police Department.  
 
In these last two decades, you have come up through the ranks, first working for the City as a 
Temporary Police Services Technician. You were promoted three years later to Police 
Officer, promoted again to Police Sergeant in 2015, and finally promoted last fall to 
Commander. Through the years, you’ve established yourself as a true leader in the 
department, both in position and practice. 
 
You have shown a commitment to constant improvement, earning your Intermediate and 
Advanced P.O.S.T. (Police Officers Standards & Training) certificates. Even more 
impressively, while working for the City, you earned a Bachelor's of Science in Emergency 
Services Management. 
 
You have served with integrity, compassion, and generosity, in ways that support your fellow 
officers, while protecting and bolstering our community. You continue to step up when called 
upon and handle the most challenging of circumstances with grace and empathy. 
 
Thank you for going above and beyond, and for twenty years of dedicated service to our 
community. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jason Godeke, Mayor 
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 26-209

Agenda Date: 5/11/2026  Status: BusinessVersion: 1

File Type: ProclamationIn Control: City Council

Agenda Number: 1B.

Presentation of Proclamation Honoring National Police Week, May 10-16, 2026 and Peace 

Officers Memorial Day - May 15, 2026
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                                                              P R O C L A M A T I O N 

                      National Police Week, May 10–16, 2026 

              Peace Officers Memorial Day, May 15, 2026 
 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress and the President of the United States have 
designated May 15th as Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week in which May 15th falls as 
National Police Week; and 

WHEREAS, nationwide 111 peace officers were killed in the line of duty in 2025; and 

WHEREAS, twelve California peace officers were killed in the line of duty in 2025; and 

WHEREAS, members of the Fort Bragg Police Department, along with all of the other law 
enforcement partners who protect and serve our community, provide an essential role in 
safeguarding the rights and freedoms of the City of Fort Bragg; and 

WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens know and understand the duties, responsibilities, 
hazards, and sacrifices of our law enforcement agencies, and that members of these law 
enforcement agencies recognize their duty to serve the people by safeguarding life and property, 
by protecting them against violence and disorder, and by protecting the innocent against deception 
and the weak against oppression; and 

WHEREAS, the men and women of the Fort Bragg Police Department unceasingly provide a 
vital public service;  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jason Godeke, Mayor of the City of Fort Bragg, on behalf of the entire 
City Council, call upon all citizens of Fort Bragg and upon all patriotic, civic and educational 
organizations to observe the week of May 10 – 16, 2026 as National Police Week with appropriate 
ceremonies and observances in which all of our people may join in commemorating law 
enforcement officers, past and present, who, by their faithful and loyal devotion to their 
responsibilities, have rendered dedicated service to their communities and, in so doing, have 
established for themselves an enviable and enduring reputation for preserving the rights and 
security of all citizens. 

FURTHERMORE, I call upon all citizens of Fort Bragg to observe May 15, 2026 as Peace 
Officers Memorial Day in honor of those law enforcement officers who, through their courageous 
deeds, have made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community in the performance of duty, 
and let us recognize and pay respect to survivors of our fallen heroes. 

   SIGNED this 11th day of May, 2026 

 

   ATTEST:        

                          JASON GODEKE, Mayor 

    

  DIANA PAOLI, City Clerk 
 
   No. 20-2026 
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 26-207

Agenda Date: 5/11/2026  Status: BusinessVersion: 1

File Type: ProclamationIn Control: City Council

Agenda Number: 1C.

Presentation of Proclamation Declaring May 17th-23rd as National Public Works Week
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Proclamation  
NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK MAY 17th–23rd, 2026

 

WHEREAS, public works professionals focus on infrastructure, facilities, and services that are of vital 

importance to sustainable and resilient communities and to public health, high quality of life, and well-being 

of the people of the City of Fort Bragg; and 

WHEREAS, these infrastructure, facilities, and services could not be provided without the dedicated 

efforts of public works professionals, who are engineers, managers, and employees at all levels of government 

and the private sector, who are responsible for rebuilding, improving, and protecting our nation’s 

transportation, water supply, water treatment and solid waste systems, public buildings, and other structures 

and facilities essential for our citizens; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest for the citizens, civic leaders, and children in the City of Fort Bragg 

to gain knowledge of and maintain an ongoing interest and understanding of the importance of public works 

and public works programs in their respective communities; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jason Godeke, Mayor of the City of Fort Bragg, on behalf of the entire City 

Council, do hereby designate the week of May 17th –23rd, 2026, as National Public Works Week. I urge all 

citizens to join with representatives of the American Public Works Association and government agencies to 

recognize their substantial contributions to protecting our national health, safety, and advancing quality of life 

for all. 

SIGNED this 11th day of May, 2026 

       JASON GODEKE, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

  _________________________________________ 
DIANA PAOLI, City Clerk 

  No. 21-2026 
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 26-208

Agenda Date: 5/11/2026  Status: BusinessVersion: 1

File Type: ProclamationIn Control: City Council

Agenda Number: 1D.

Presentation of Proclamation for Water Safety Week
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PROCLAMATION 
DECLARING May 2026 as WATER SAFETY MONTH® 

 

 
  
 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Fort Bragg is committed to ensuring the safety of all residents and visitors to 
our great city and CV Starr Community Center; and 
 

WHEREAS, swimming and aquatic-related activities promote good physical and mental health and 
enhance the quality of life for all people; and 
 

WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease and Prevention, ten people die from unintentional 
drownings every day, with about one in five being children 14 and younger; and 
 

WHEREAS, basic water safety tips include: children should always be supervised by an adult; when 
a child or vulnerable adult has uninterrupted access to a body of water, barriers should be installed; 
children should be given swimming lessons at a young age, and everyone especially caregivers 
should learn CPR and have safety equipment such as floatation devices; and 
 

WHEREAS, Water Safety Month in Fort Bragg is an opportunity to promote water safety and provide 
education on prevention of recreational water-related injuries, illness and deaths; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is important for everyone including children, parents and caregivers to be aware of 
water safety rules and programs in order to prevent drowning and recreational water-related injuries; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the residents of Fort Bragg are aware of the contributions made by the recreational water 
industry, as represented by organizations involved in the National Water Safety Month Coalition, 
providing healthy places to recreate, learn and grow, build self-esteem, confidence and sense of self-
worth which contributes to the quality of life in our community; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Pool & Hot Tub Alliance with support from the American Red Cross, National 
Recreation and Park Association along with World Waterpark Association launch an annual public 
awareness campaign aimed at aquatic safety and drowning prevention in all aspects from backyard 
and local pools to lakes and beaches to inform and educate citizens of the many potential hazards 
and large benefits of utilizing aquatic attractions, programs, and services; now, therefore, be it 
resolved that the citizens of California recognize the importance of access to local pools, beaches 
and lakes for the health, wellness, development, inspiration, and safety of all Californians; and be it 
further resolved, that we declare the month of May 2026 as “National Water Safety Month®”.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jason Godeke, Mayor of the City of Fort Bragg, on behalf of the entire City 
Council, and I do hereby proclaim May as “National Water Safety Month®” 

 
ATTEST:                          SIGNED this 11th day of May, 2026 

        
  

  
 JASON GODEKE, Mayor 

 
Diana Paoli, City Clerk  
 

No. 22-2026                                                                        
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 26-159

Agenda Date: 5/11/2026  Status: Consent AgendaVersion: 1

File Type: Certificate of 

Completion

In Control: City Council

Agenda Number: 5A.

Accept Certificate of Completion for the Town Hall Retrofit and Bathroom Remodel Project 

and Direct City Clerk to File Notice of Completion
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RECORDING REQUESTED BY: 

City of Fort Bragg 

AND WHEN RECORDED, RETURN TO: 

City of Fort Bragg 
416 North Franklin Street 
Fort Bragg, California  95437 
Attention: Diana Paoli, City Clerk 

 
 The City is exempt from recordation fees per Government Code §27383. 

NOTICE OF COMPLETION 

1. The undersigned is the duly authorized agent of the owner, City of Fort Bragg. 

2. The full name of the owner is City of Fort Bragg, a municipal corporation. 

3. The nature of the interest of the owner is a fee interest. 

4. This project was constructed in accordance with the Contract entitled  
Town Hall Retrofit & Bathroom Remodel Project dated March 12, 2025. 

5. The name of the contractor of the improvement work is Adams Commercial General 
Contracting, Inc 339 2nd Street Eureka, Ca 95501. The contract was awarded to this 
firm on March 10, 2025, pursuant to Resolution 4911-2025 by the Fort Bragg City 
Council. 

6. The address of the owner is the City of Fort Bragg, 416 North Franklin Street, Fort 
Bragg, California 95437. 

7. On April 10, 2026, Alfredo Huerta, Assistant City Engineer, executed a Certificate of 
Completion for the above-referenced project indicating that this project was completed 
as of that date. See Certificate of Completion attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

State of California ) 

County of Mendocino ) 

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct: 

City Council Approval   CITY OF FORT BRAGG 

__May 11, 2026___   By: _______________________________ 
 (Date)      Diana Paoli 
       City Clerk 
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 PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL 
(Code of Civil Procedure Sections 1013a, 2015.5) 

I am over the age of 18 years, employed in the County of Mendocino, and not a party to 
the within action; my business address is Fort Bragg City Hall, 416 North Franklin Street, 
Fort Bragg, California 95437. 

On [Date], I served the attached document by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a 
sealed envelope, with postage thereon fully prepaid, via Certified Mail, Return Receipt 
Requested, in the United States mail at Fort Bragg, California addressed as follows: 

Adams Commercial General  
Contracting, Inc 

339 2nd Street 
Eureka, Ca 95501 

 
 
 

Executed on [Date], at Fort Bragg, Mendocino County, California. 

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct. 

ATTEST: 

Diana Paoli 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF FORT BRAGG 
Incorporated August 5, 1889 

416 N. Franklin Street, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
Phone: (707) 961-2823        Fax: (707) 961-2802 

www.FortBragg.com 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 

 All items of work and the provisions of the contract executed with Adams 
Commercial General Contracting, Inc for the Town Hall Retrofit & Bathroom Remodel 
Project dated March 12, 2025, have been completed. 

 This project as described above was awarded by the Fort Bragg City Council by 
resolution at their meeting of March 10, 2025. 

 It is recommended that the completed project be accepted by the City Council. 

 

 

      ___________________________ 
                                       Alfredo Huerta 

                       Assistant City Engineer        
 
DATED: April 10, 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT “A” 

Docusign Envelope ID: D8A8F203-5573-8C00-82C9-92C569BE9776
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 26-201

Agenda Date: 5/11/2026  Status: BusinessVersion: 1

File Type: Consent CalendarIn Control: City Council

Agenda Number: 5B.

Adopt a Resolution of the Fort Bragg City Council Awarding the Pudding Creek Water Main 

Paint Project to Dunn Right Painting, Inc. as the Lowest Responsible Bidder, Approving 

Budget Amendment 2025/26-12, and Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Contract (Not 

To Exceed $121,550); Categorical Exemption 15301
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RESOLUTION NO.        -2026 

RESOLUTION OF THE FORT BRAGG CITY COUNCIL APPROVING 
CONTRACT WITH DUNN RIGHT PAINTING, INC. FOR THE PUDDING CREEK 

WATER MAIN PAINT PROJECT; APPROVING BUDGET AMENDMENT 
2025/26-12; AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE CONTRACT 

(AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $121,550); CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 15301 

 

 WHEREAS, in November 2023, Caltrans completed their Pudding Creek Bridge 
Widening and Bridge Rail Project, which included the relocation of the City’s water main; and 

 WHEREAS, painting the water main, which is necessary to protect the pipes in place 
and extend their useful life, was not in the original scope of work; and 

 WHEREAS, due to Caltrans’ tight timeline, the painting scope could not be added at 
that time, which required the City to complete that scope at a later date; and 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with California Public Contract Code 20164 and other 
applicable laws, the Pudding Creek Water Main Paint Project (the “Project”) was advertised for 
bid following the informal bidding process on March 30, 2026; and 

 WHEREAS, two (2) responsive bids were received for this Project, one from Dunn Right 
Painting, Inc. (Exhibit A) in the amount of $121,550.00 and one from F.D. Thomas, Inc. in the 
amount of $130,489; and 

 WHEREAS, Dunn Right Painting, Inc. is the low bidder, and the City has confirmed that 
Dunn Right Painting, Inc. has the proper license and experience and meets the requirements 
to complete the Project as bid; and  

 WHEREAS, the project is budgeted in the 2025/2026 Capital Improvement Program for 
$100,000, which leaves a budget shortfall of $21,550; and  

 WHEREAS a budget amendment for $21,550 (BA 2025/26-12) is necessary to ensure 
sufficient funds to complete the proposed construction work; and  

 WHEREAS, based on all the evidence presented, the City Council finds as follows: 

1. The bid of Dunn Right Painting, Inc. meets the requirements of the Project bid 
documents and is considered responsive. 

2. Dunn Right Painting, Inc. has the proper licenses to complete the Project and, based 
upon previous experience in completing similar projects, is a responsible bidder. 

3. Water Enterprise funds are available to complete the Project. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Project is exempt pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) and Title 14, the California Code of Regulations 
(“CEQA Guidelines”), Section 15301 because the project involves the operation, maintenance, 
repair, or minor alteration of an existing public structure or facility that does not expand the 
footprint and has negligible or no expansion of the use; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Fort Bragg does 
hereby approve Budget Amendment No. 2025/26-12 (Exhibit B), amending the FY 2025/26 
Budget to appropriate $21,550 to cover project costs; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Fort Bragg does 
hereby accept the bid of Dunn Right Painting, Inc. for the Pudding Creek Water Main Paint 
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Project and authorize the City Manager to execute the same upon execution by the Contractor 
(amount not to exceed $121,550.00); and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Recitals set forth above are true and correct and 
incorporated herein as findings.  

 

 The above and foregoing Resolution was introduced by Councilmember 
________, seconded by Councilmember ________, and passed and adopted at a regular 
meeting of the City Council of the City of Fort Bragg held on the 11th day of May 2026, 
by the following vote: 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
 ABSENT:  
 ABSTAIN:  
 RECUSED:  
     JASON GODEKE 
     Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
Diana Paoli 
City Clerk 
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Estimate
DATE

4/10/2026

ESTIMAT...

7053

NAME / ADDRESS

City  of  Fort  Bragg
Attn:Alfredo Huerta
Ph# 707-961-2823
Proj: Pudding Creek Bridge
East Side

Dunn  Right  Painting , Inc.
759 S. State St. Box # 63
Ukiah, Ca. 95482

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION TOTAL

We  are  to  prep  the  pipe  along  the  East  side  of  the  Pudding  Creek 
Bridge  and  then  we  will  give  Two  coats  of  Benjamin-Moore's  5700 
Urethane  Mastic.  This  price  includes  Traffic  Control  and  protecting  the 
water  under  the  work  to  be  done. The  Price  is  broke  out  as  follows: We 
Understand  that  this  is  a  prevailing  wage  job  and  our  DIR# is:
1000008654 . This bid excludes any  BID Bond . Payment, Performance, and
Maintenance bonds are included with us  giving a standard 1 year warranty.

Our  Labor: 52,170.00
Our  Materials: 4,385.00
Lift  Rental  : 6,885.00
Traffic  Control: 55,110.00
Payment, Performance, and Maintenance Bond  Cost: 3,000.00

If the above prices, specifications and conditions are satisfactory and
are accepted please sign and send back the propsal.  A contract will
then later be sent to you.  Please understand that payment for work
rendered must be paid IMMEDIATELY upon billing for work
completed.

$121,550.00
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Budget Adjustment #: 2025/26-12

Budget FY: FY 2025/26

Account Description Account # FY 25/26 Increase (+) Decrease (-) Revised Total Description

Current Budget Budget Amt Budget Amt Budget Amt
Pudding Creek Wtr Main Paint 651 6011 0731 $100,000.00 $21,550 $121,550  Contract award  

21,550$               -$             121,550$            

Reason for Amendment: RESOLUTION # :

Authorization: Signature:  Date:

Requested By: John Smith 

Approval: Isaac Whippy

Finance Use: Adriana Hernandez Moreno

Attach copies of Resolution or other documentation

BUDGET FY 25/26

Contract to paint pudding creek water main
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416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

City of Fort Bragg

Meeting Minutes

City Council
THE FORT BRAGG CITY COUNCIL MEETS CONCURRENTLY 

AS THE FORT BRAGG MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

NO. 1 AND THE FORT BRAGG REDEVELOPMENT 

SUCCESSOR AGENCY

6:00 PM Town Hall, 363 N. Main Street

and Via Video Conference

Monday, April 27, 2026

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Godeke called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

Mayor Jason Godeke, Vice Mayor Marcia Rafanan, Councilmember Tess 

Albin-Smith, Councilmember Lindy Peters and Councilmember Scott Hockett
Present: 5 - 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT

None.

AGENDA REVIEW

None.

1.  MAYOR’S RECOGNITIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

1A. 26-181 Presentation of Proclamation Declaring May 1 - 8, 2026 as Rhododendron 

Week

16- Rhododendron WeekAttachments:

Mayor Godeke read and presented Proclamation Declaring May 1 - 8, 2026 as Rhododendron 

Week to the Noyo Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society.

1B. 26-191 Presentation of Proclamation Honoring the 20th Anniversary of Cafe 1

18- Cafe 1 20thAttachments:

Councilmember Albin-Smith read and presented Proclamation Honoring the 20th Anniversary of 

Cafe 1 to the Can Family.

1C. 26-192 Presentation of Proclamation Honoring the 35th Anniversary of KOZT "The 

Coast" 

17-KOZT 35thAttachments:
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Councilmember Peters read and presented Proclamation Honoring the 35th Anniversary of 

KOZT "The Coast" to Vicky Watts, Tom Yates and Staff. 

2.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON: (1) NON-AGENDA, (2) CONSENT CALENDAR & (3) 

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS

(1) Monica Lynne, Dennis Miller, Sabine Hahnbueck, Ron White, David Gurney, Jacob 

Patterson, Jay Rosenquist, Paul Clark, and Andrew Jordan.

(2) None.

(3) N/A.

3.  STAFF COMMENTS

Police Chief shared upcoming Meet the City Manager and Police Chief on April 25, 2026, at 

Town Hall. City Clerk Diana Paoli shared upcoming June 2, 2026, Primary Election ballots will be 

mailed by County Clerk on or before May 4, 2026. Options to vote and return ballots: U.S. Mail at 

least a week in advance of Election Day, City Hall Ballot Box and In Person on Election 

Day-June 2, 2026. Last Day to Register to Vote is May 18, 2026.

4.  MATTERS FROM COUNCILMEMBERS

Councilmembers shared topics at recent Cal Cities Conference in Sacramento; upcoming 

meetings and events: Fort Bragg Fire Protection meeting, Mendocino Transit Authority meeting, 

Community Development Committee Meeting and Fort Bragg Blues Festival.  Mayor Godeke will 

be at the Farmer's Market May 27, 2026, at 3 p.m.

5.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Approval of the Consent Calendar 

A motion was made by Councilmember Peters, seconded by Councilmember 

Hockett, that the Consent Calendar be adopted. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Aye: Mayor Godeke, Vice Mayor Rafanan, Councilmember Albin-Smith, 

Councilmember Peters and Councilmember Hockett

5 - 

5A. 26-200 Adopt Resolution of the Fort Bragg Municipal Improvement District Board 

Approving Emergency Sewer Repairs at North Harbor Drive and Authorizing 

City Manager to Execute Contract with Akeff Construction Services, Inc. 

(Amount not to Exceed $19,450); and Authorize Budget Amendment 

2025/26-11; Categorical Exemption 15301

Att 1 - RESO N Harbor Emergency Sewer

Att 2 - Budget Amendment 2025-26-11

Att 3 - Akeff Quote

Attachments:

This Resolution was adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Enactment No: RESO 5022-2026/ RES ID 503-2026

5B. 26-160 Accept Certificate of Completion for the Police Department Security Retrofit 

Project and Direct City Clerk to File Notice of Completion
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Notice of Completion

Att 1 - Exhibit A Certificate of Completion

Attachments:

This Certificate of Completion was accepted on the Consent Calendar.

5C. 26-196 Adopt Resolution of the Fort Bragg City Council Resolution Approving a List of 

Projects for Fiscal Year 2026-27 Funded by SB 1: The Road Repair and 

Accountability Act of 2017

RESO 2026-27 LSR Project ListAttachments:

This Resolution was adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Enactment No: RES 5023-2026

5D. 26-197 Adopt Resolution of the Fort Bragg City Council Approving First Amendment to 

Professional Services Agreement with Lumos & Associates for the 30 Percent 

Design of the LPP Candidate Surface Improvement Project and Authorizing 

the City Manager to Execute Contract Amendment (Amount Not To Exceed 

$180,050.00):CEQA Exemption 15301(c) 

RESO Lumos 30% Design Contract Amend 1

Att 1 - Fort Bragg Oak Street Utilities Assessment Proposal

Att 2 - Lumos and Associates, Inc.30 Percent Design Agreement

Att 3 - Change Order Summary Table

Attachments:

This Resolution was adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Enactment No: RES 5024-2026

5E. 26-194 Receive and File Minutes of the Community Development Committee Meeting, 

of March 2, 2026

03022026 CDC MinutesAttachments:

These Committee Minutes were received and filed on the Consent Calendar.

5F. 26-198 Receive and File Minutes of the Visit Fort Bragg Committee Meeting of March 

10, 2026

VFB MINS 03.10.2026Attachments:

These Committee Minutes were received and filed on the Consent Calendar.

5G. 26-190 Approve Minutes of Special Meeting of April 13, 2026

SCC 04132026Attachments:

These Minutes were approved on the Consent Calendar.

5H. 26-180 Approve Minutes of April 13, 2026
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CCM04132026Attachments:

These Minutes were approved on the Consent Calendar.

6.  DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS

7.  PUBLIC HEARING

7A. 26-189 Receive Report, Hold a Public Hearing, and Introduce by Title Only, and 

Waive Further Reading of Ordinances: (1) Ordinance (xxxx-2026) Repealing 

and Replacing Chapter 15.04 (Construction Codes - Adopted by Reference) 

and Chapter 15.05 (California Fire Code of Title 15 (Buildings and 

Construction)) of the Fort Bragg Municipal Code; Adopting and Incorporating 

the California Administrative Code, California Building Code, California 

Residential Code, California Electrical Code, California Mechanical Code, 

California Plumbing Code, California Energy Code, California Historical 

Building Code, California Existing Building Code, California Green Building 

Standards Code, California Referenced Standards Code, California Fire Code, 

California Wildland-Urban Interface Code; and Adopting Local Findings; and 

Making Other Technical and Administrative Revisions to Title 15; CEQA 

Exemption 15061 (b)(3); and (2) Ordinance (xxxx-2026) to Amend Chapter 

15.06 if the Fort Bragg Municipal Code to Require Sprinkler Installation in 

Buildings with Building Permits with Cumulative Valuations of $125,000 or 

More, Over a Three Year Period; CEQA Exemption 15061 (b)(3)

04272026 Update FBMC Chapter 15.04, 15.05 and 15.06 Staff 

Report

Att 1 - ORD - 2025 California Building Standard Code

Att 2 - ORD - Fire Sprinkler Revision

Att 3 - Summary of 2025 Title 24 CA Code Changes

Att 4 - NOPH

Public Comment

Attachments:

Mayor Godeke introduced Item 7A.  Associate Planner Sarah Peters presented Staff Report.

Mayor Godeke opened the public hearing at 7:04 PM.

Public Comment: Paul Clark, Jay Rosenquist, and Jacob Patterson.

Mayor Godeke closed the public hearing at 7:10 PM.

Councilmembers discussed sprinkler language and triggering events to install sprinklers.

A motion was made by Councilmember Peters, seconded by Councilmember 

Hockett that the Ordinance (Repealing and Replacing Building and Construction 

Codes) be introduced.  The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Godeke, Vice Mayor Rafanan, Councilmember Albin-Smith, 

Councilmember Peters and Councilmember Hockett

5 - 

A motion was made by Councilmember Peters, seconded by Vice Mayor Rafanan, 
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that the Ordinance (Amending Sprinkler Installation) be introduced. The motion 

carried by the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Godeke, Vice Mayor Rafanan, Councilmember Albin-Smith, 

Councilmember Peters and Councilmember Hockett

5 - 

8.  CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

8A. 26-204 Receive Report and Provide Direction on Transitioning from Cash Purchase to 

Fleet Lease Program for City of Fort Bragg Vehicle Replacement and Consider 

Adoption of Fort Bragg City Council Resolution 

04272026 Staff Report

Att 1 - Vehicle Replacement Plan- Fleet Enterprise

Att 2 - RESO Fleet Lease Program

Attachments:

Mayor Godeke introduced Item 8A. City Manager Isaac Whippy introduced Enterprise Fleet 

Consultant Feteh Mulugeta who presented Fleet Lease Program.  Councilmembers asked 

clarifying questions and discussed further. 

Public Comment: Dennis Miller, Paul Clark and Andrew Jordan.

A Motion was made by Councilmember Peters, seconded by Vice Mayor Rafanan 

that this Resolution was adopted by the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Godeke, Vice Mayor Rafanan, Councilmember Albin-Smith, 

Councilmember Peters and Councilmember Hockett

5 - 

Enactment No: RES 5025-2026

8B. 26-202 Receive Report and Provide Direction Regarding Various Options to Improve 

Community Awareness of Large Pending Development Projects in Fort Bragg 

04272026 Visual Analysis Staff ReportAttachments:

Mayor Godeke introduced Item 8B. Associate Planner Sarah Peters presented Visual Analysis 

Report for Consultant Marie Jones. Councilmembers asked clarifying questions.

Public Comment: Dave Skarr, Guy Barnett, David Gurney, Andrew Jordan, Paul Clark, and Jay 

Rosenquist.

Councilmembers further discussed. 

Direction: Councilmembers requested requirements of 3'x4' Project Sign (to be installed within 2 

weeks of complete application for new or remodel commercial or multifamily projects unless they 

are ministerial, with prompt removal after last public hearing); story poles for any project 

exceeding height of 24 feet or exceeding 5,000 square feet (to be installed within 4 weeks of 

complete application, with prompt removal after last public hearing); and staff to make best effort 

to update current projects on website. This applies to both Inland and Coastal zones.  

Mayor Godeke recessed the meeting at 8:00 PM; the meeting was reconvened to

open session at 8:10 PM.

8C. 26-203 Receive Extreme Weather Shelter 25/26 Season Report 

04272026 EWS STAFF REPORT 25-26 SEASONAttachments:

Mayor Godeke introduced Item 8C. Police Chief Eric Swift presented staff report.  
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Councilmembers asked clarifying questions and the Report was received. 

Public Comment: David Gurney, Andrew Jordan, and Paul Clark.

9.  CLOSED SESSION

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Godeke adjourned the meeting at 8:54 PM.

________________________________

JASON GODEKE, MAYOR

_______________________________

Diana Paoli, City Clerk

IMAGED (___________)
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       CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 

 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8A 

 
 
TO:                           City Council                        DATE: May 11, 2026 
 
DEPARTMENT:       City Manager's Office   
 
PREPARED BY:      Isaac Whippy, City Manager  
 
PRESENTER:          Isaac Whippy, City Manager  
 

AGENDA TITLE:   Downtown Franklin Plaza / Public Square Visioning and 
Authorization to Pursue Community Engagement and Grant Funding Opportunities 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Receive a presentation regarding conceptual public space and urban greening 
opportunities at 300 N. Franklin Street and 435 N. Franklin Street; 

2. Provide direction to initiate a community engagement and public scoping process; 
and 

3. Authorize staff to identify and pursue grant funding opportunities related to 
downtown revitalization, placemaking, and public gathering spaces. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND 

As part of the City’s ongoing Downtown Revitalization and Economic Development 
Strategy outlined in the 2024-2028 Strategic Plan , staff has been evaluating opportunities 
to activate underutilized properties within the Central Business District (CBD) and create 
more community-centered public spaces that support residents, visitors, and local 
businesses. 

Two underutilized downtown parcels located along North Franklin Street have emerged as 
potential opportunities for a coordinated public space and placemaking initiative: 

 300 N. Franklin Street – Approximately 2,000 square feet  
 435 N. Franklin Street – Approximately 6,000 square feet 

Together, these sites present an opportunity to create complementary downtown public 
spaces that support community gathering, arts and culture, climate resilience, economic 
vitality, and downtown activation. 

Over the past couple of years, the City has invested in downtown activation efforts 
including murals, flower basket enhancements, public art, beautification projects, special 
events, and implementation of the Entertainment Zone. These concepts would build upon 
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those efforts while supporting broader goals related to placemaking, urban greening, and 
quality of life. 

Staff is not seeking approval of a final design at this time, but rather direction to begin 
public engagement, conceptual planning, and grant exploration efforts. 

DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 

Site 1 – 300 N. Franklin Street 

Downtown Civic Plaza Concept 

Approximate Size: 2,000 Square 
Feet  

The initial concept for 300 N. 
Franklin Street is envisioned as a 
small-scale “Downtown Civic 
Plaza” designed to serve as a 
flexible community gathering and 
activation space within the 
downtown core. 

Potential features may include: 

 Welcome to Fort Bragg signage and placemaking elements;  
 Outdoor seating and gathering areas;  
 String lighting and pedestrian-scale ambiance;  
 Public art and rotating mural opportunities;  
 Small redwood-inspired performance platform;  
 Nature-based water feature designed for cooling and ambiance;  
 Native landscaping and coastal planting areas;  
 ADA-accessible self-cleaning restroom facility;  
 Decorative permeable paving; and  
 Flexible space for small performances, community gatherings, and downtown 

activation activities.  

The design vision emphasizes Fort Bragg’s coastal redwood identity through the use of 
natural materials, warm lighting, native landscaping, public art, and community-centered 
gathering space. This site is intended to function as a highly visible “downtown anchor” 
supporting small-scale events, arts and culture, and pedestrian activity. 
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The proposed concepts and visual renderings were developed with the assistance of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) to help illustrate potential ideas, opportunities, and design themes 
for community discussion purposes. These preliminary concepts are intended to support 
the public visioning process and do not represent finalized plans or approved designs. 
Community engagement and public input will ultimately guide the future vision, character, 
priorities, and direction of the project. 
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Site 
2 – 

435 N. Franklin Street 

Community Event Space / Urban Green Space Concept 

Approximate Size: 6,000 Square Feet 

The concept for 435 N. Franklin Street is 
envisioned as a larger flexible community 
event and urban greening space that 
complements the Downtown Civic Plaza 
while supporting broader downtown 
programming and climate resilience 
objectives. 

Potential features may include: 

 Flexible lawn and event space;  
 Small outdoor performance stage;  
 Native and drought-tolerant landscaping;  
 Tree canopy and shaded seating areas;  
 Rain gardens and bioswales;  
 Permeable pathways and stormwater-friendly surfaces;  
 Community gathering and picnic areas;  
 Outdoor movie nights, markets, and small concerts;  
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 Public art and mural opportunities; and  
 Nature-based cooling and biodiversity improvements.  

This site would provide additional capacity for community programming while creating a 
greener and more climate-resilient public space within downtown Fort Bragg. 
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Community Character & Design 
A primary objective of both concepts is ensuring they reflect Fort Bragg’s unique coastal 
identity, history, and character. 
 
Conceptual design themes include: 
 

 Redwood-inspired architectural elements;  
 Natural stone and weathered wood materials;  
 Coastal-native landscaping;  
 Warm pedestrian lighting;  
 Public art celebrating local history and culture; and  
 Spaces designed to foster community gathering and social connection.  

 
The intent is to create public spaces that feel authentic to Fort Bragg’s small-town coastal 
character while complementing existing downtown revitalization efforts. 
 

While 300 N. Franklin Street would serve as a primary civic gathering and activation  
space, additional downtown sites may provide opportunities for complementary urban 
greening, landscaping, public art, and pedestrian-oriented improvements 
 
The proposed Downtown Civic Plaza and Urban Greening concept at 300 N. Franklin 
Street represents an opportunity to transform an underutilized downtown property into a 
welcoming, climate-resilient, and community-centered public space that reflects Fort 
Bragg’s unique coastal character and identity. 
 

Through public engagement, thoughtful design, and strategic pursuit of grant funding, the 
project has the potential to support downtown revitalization, public gathering opportunities, 
urban greening objectives, and long-term community vibrancy in the heart of Fort Bragg. 

 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & PUBLIC SCOPING 

Staff recommends initiating a public engagement and visioning process to ensure the 
project reflects community priorities and builds broad public support. 

Potential outreach efforts may include: 

 Community surveys;  
 Public workshops and design concepts;  
 Stakeholder meetings with downtown businesses and residents; and  
 Online engagement and community feedback opportunities.  

The purpose of the public scoping process is to evaluate desired uses, identify 
opportunities and constraints, and help shape a community-driven vision for the site. 

Grant Funding Opportunities 
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Staff believes the project may align with several state and regional grant opportunities 
focused on: 

 Downtown revitalization;  
 Placemaking and public spaces;  
 Economic development;  
 Community gathering infrastructure;  
 Urban greening; and  
 Arts and cultural activation.  

Potential funding opportunities may include: 

 California State Parks programs;  
 Urban Greening Grants;  
 Coastal Conservancy programs; and  
 Other downtown revitalization and community placemaking grants.  

Many grant programs prioritize projects that demonstrate strong community engagement, 
activation of underutilized spaces, walkability improvements, and economic revitalization 
benefits. A multi-site approach may further strengthen competitiveness for grant 
opportunities related to urban greening, downtown revitalization, and climate-resilient 
public space improvements by expanding overall public benefit, canopy coverage, and 
pedestrian connectivity. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no significant immediate fiscal impact associated with initiating the public 
engagement and scoping process. Staff anticipates utilizing existing staff resources and 
pursuing grant funding opportunities for planning and future development activities. 

Future fiscal impacts related to design, construction, and maintenance would be brought 
back to City Council for consideration at a later date. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The recommended action to initiate public engagement and project scoping does not 
constitute a “project” under CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15378, as no 
commitment to physical development is being made at this time. 

Any future development proposal would be subject to appropriate environmental review. 

CONSISTENCY 

This effort supports multiple Strategic Plan 2024-28 priorities, including: 

 Downtown Revitalization and Economic Development;  
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 Community Engagement and Quality of Life;  
 Arts, Culture, and Placemaking; and  
 Enhancing public spaces and community identity.  

The project also supports the City’s broader strategy of creating a more vibrant, walkable, 
and activated downtown environment 

IMPLEMENTATION/TIMEFRAMES: 
 

Timeline Milestone 

May-Summer 
2026 

City Council direction; initiation of community engagement and public 
outreach efforts including surveys, stakeholder meetings, conceptual 
design development, and preliminary cost estimates 

Mid-Summer 
2026 

Preparation and submission of grant applications for planning, 
placemaking, downtown revitalization, and public space funding 
opportunities 

Winter 2026 / 
Early 2027 

Final concept refinement, environmental review, partnership development, 
and project planning subject to grant funding and community input 

2027 
Potential phased construction and implementation contingent upon grant 
funding and City Council direction 
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City of Fort Bragg 

Downtown Civic Plaza & Urban Greening Initiative 
Survey 

Help Shape the Future of Downtown Fort Bragg 

The City of Fort Bragg is exploring opportunities to transform underutilized downtown 
properties into welcoming public spaces that support community gathering, arts and 
culture, urban greening, walkability, and downtown revitalization. 

Potential concepts currently being explored include: 

 A Downtown Franklin Plaza at 300 N. Franklin Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Community Event / Green Space at 435 N. Franklin Street 
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These preliminary concepts may include features such as: 

 Native landscaping and trees 
 Public art and murals 
 Bathrooms 
 Outdoor seating and gathering spaces 
 Flexible event areas and small performances 
 Water features and public amenities 
 Community events, markets, and downtown activation opportunities 

Your feedback will help shape the vision, priorities, and future grant opportunities for 
these projects. 

COMMUNITY INPUT SURVEY 

1. Do you live in Fort Bragg? 

 Yes 
 No, but I work in Fort Bragg 
 No, but I visit frequently 
 Other 

2. How often do you visit Downtown Fort Bragg? 

 Daily 
 A few times a week 
 Weekly 
 Monthly 
 Rarely 

3. What would encourage you to spend more time 
downtown? 

(Check all that apply) 

 More public gathering spaces 
 More landscaping and greenery 
 More seating and places to relax 
 More family-friendly spaces 
 More live music and events 
 More public art and murals 
 Outdoor dining opportunities 
 Farmers markets or pop-up vendors 
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 Better walkability and pedestrian spaces 
 Improved lighting and ambiance 
 Public restrooms 
 More community activities 
 Other: ___________ 

 

DOWNTOWN CIVIC PLAZA – 300 N. 
FRANKLIN STREET 

4. Which features would you most like to see in a 
Downtown Civic Plaza? 

(Select up to 5) 

 Outdoor seating areas 
 Native landscaping and trees 
 Public art and murals 
 Small performance stage 
 Water feature/fountain 
 String lighting and ambiance 
 Flexible community gathering space 
 Food truck or pop-up vendor space 
 Public Wi-Fi 
 Self-cleaning public restroom 
 Interactive art or sculpture 
 Historic/cultural interpretation 
 Bicycle parking 
 Outdoor dining opportunities 
 Other: ___________ 

5. What types of activities would you like to see in the 
Civic Plaza? 

(Check all that apply) 

 Small concerts/music performances 
 Art walks 
 Community celebrations 
 Holiday events 
 Outdoor dining and social gathering 
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 Pop-up markets/vendors 
 Farmers markets 
 Family-friendly programming 
 Quiet seating and relaxation 
 Cultural or educational events 
 Other: ___________ 

COMMUNITY EVENT / GREEN SPACE – 
435 N. FRANKLIN STREET 

6. Which concept best fits the future of 435 N. Franklin 
Street? 

 Community Event Space 
 Urban Green Space / Passive Park 
 Flexible combination of both 
 Unsure 

7. Which features would you most like to see at the 
larger Community Event / Green Space? 

(Select up to 5) 

 Flexible lawn/event space 
 Outdoor concert area 
 Native landscaping and gardens 
 Tree canopy and shaded seating 
 Rain gardens/bioswales 
 Picnic and gathering areas 
 Outdoor movie nights 
 Farmers markets/community markets 
 Public art and murals 
 Walking paths 
 Nature-based water feature 
 Small amphitheater seating 
 Family-friendly space 
 Food truck or vendor opportunities 
 Other: ___________ 

COMMUNITY CHARACTER & IDENTITY 
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8. What words best describe the type of public spaces 
Fort Bragg should create? 

(Check all that apply) 

 Coastal 
 Redwood-inspired 
 Artistic 
 Historic 
 Relaxing 
 Family-friendly 
 Vibrant 
 Walkable 
 Rustic 
 Modern 
 Nature-focused 
 Community-centered 
 Event-oriented 
 Welcoming 
 Sustainable 
 Other: ___________ 

9. What elements best reflect Fort Bragg’s identity and 
should be incorporated into these spaces? 

(Check all that apply) 

 Coastal and ocean themes 
 Redwoods and natural materials 
 Local history 
 Fishing and waterfront heritage 
 Arts and murals 
 Railroad/Skunk Train history 
 Indigenous and cultural heritage 
 Native landscaping 
 Community gathering traditions 
 Other: ___________ 

URBAN GREENING & SUSTAINABILITY 

10. How important are the following features to you? 
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Feature Very Important Important Neutral Not Important 

Native landscaping ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Tree canopy/shade ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Stormwater/rain gardens ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Climate-resilient design ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Public green space ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Walkability improvements ○ ○ ○ ○ 

FINAL QUESTIONS 

11. Do you support pursuing grant funding 
opportunities for these projects? 

 Yes 
 No 
 Unsure 

12. What concerns or considerations should the City 
keep in mind as these concepts move forward? 

(Open-ended) 

 
 
 

13. What excites you most about these potential 
projects? 

(Open-ended) 

 
 
 

14. Any additional comments or ideas? 
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THANK YOU! 

Your feedback will help shape the future vision for public spaces and downtown 
revitalization in Fort Bragg. The City appreciates your participation and community 
input. 
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic 
Development & Mill Site Community 
Survey
Friday, March 27, 2026
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Date Created: Friday, January 09, 2026

365
Total Responses

Complete Responses: 365
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Q1: Age group (select one):
Answered: 356   Skipped: 9

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Under 18

18–24

25–44

45–64

65+

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Under 18 0.28% 1

18–24 0.84% 3

25–44 17.98% 64

45–64 34.27% 122

65+ 46.63% 166

TOTAL 356
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Q2: Where do you live?
Answered: 359   Skipped: 6

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

In Fort Bragg

Less than a ten minute drive from Fort
Bragg

Mendocino Village

Elsewhere in Mendocino County

Outside Mendocino County

25.07%

3.34%

4.46%

61.28%

5.85%%
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Q3: Select the best description of your working situation.
Answered: 348   Skipped: 17

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

I am business owner or self-employed

I am employed locally

I work remotely for a non-local employer

I am a student, retired or unemployed

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

I am business 
owner or self-
employed

29.89% 104

I am employed 
locally

28.16% 98

I work remotely 
for a non-local 
employer

5.17% 18

I am a student, 
retired or 
unemployed

36.78% 128

TOTAL 348
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Q4: Employment status:
Answered: 359   Skipped: 6

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Employed Full-Time

Self Employed

Student

Employed Part-Time

Unemployed

Retired

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Employed 
Full-Time

34.54% 124

Self 
Employed

18.11% 65

Student 0.84% 3

Employed 
Part-Time

8.91% 32

Unemploy
ed

1.39% 5

Retired 36.21% 130

TOTAL 359
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Q5: Do you own or operate a business in Fort Bragg?
Answered: 356   Skipped: 9

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes 25.56% 91

No 74.44% 265

TOTAL 356
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Q6: How would you describe Fort Bragg’s current economy?
Answered: 357   Skipped: 8

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Very Weak

Weak

Fair

Strong

Very Strong

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Very 
Weak

7.28% 26

Weak 31.93% 114

Fair 56.02% 200

Strong 4.76% 17

Very 
Strong

0.00% 0

TOTAL 357
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Q7: What do you see as Fort Bragg’s biggest needs? (Select up to 3)
Answered: 363   Skipped: 2

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

More jobs

More diverse economy

Job opportunities for youth

More Housing

Cost/availability of insurance

Crime/safety concerns

Improve healthcare access/quality

Better education/training opportunities

More entertainment venues & amenities

Other
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Q7: What do you see as Fort Bragg’s biggest needs? (Select up to 3)
Answered: 363   Skipped: 2

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

More jobs 41.87% 152

More diverse economy 44.35% 161

Job opportunities for youth 27.27% 99

More Housing 55.10% 200

Cost/availability of insurance 12.95% 47

Crime/safety concerns 7.16% 26

Improve healthcare access/quality 54.27% 197

Better education/training opportunities 24.24% 88

More entertainment venues & amenities 26.45% 96

Other 18.18% 66

TOTAL 1132
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Q8: How likely are you to recommend Fort Bragg as a place to live?
Answered: 362   Skipped: 3

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Very Unlikely Unlikely Maybe Likely Very Likely

VERY 
UNLIKELY

UNLIKELY MAYBE LIKELY VERY 
LIKELY

TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE

4.97%
18

8.01%
29

31.49%
114

37.02%
134

18.51%
67

362 3.56
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Q9: How likely are you to recommend Fort Bragg as a place to own a business?
Answered: 358   Skipped: 7

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Very Unlikely Unlikely Maybe Likely Very Likely

VERY 
UNLIKELY

UNLIKELY MAYBE LIKELY VERY 
LIKELY

TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE

6.70%
24

20.11%
72

46.93%
168

19.55%
70

6.70%
24

358 2.99
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Q10: Describe a characteristic of Fort Bragg’s economy or business community 
that you would never want to lose?
Answered: 361   Skipped: 4

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Small-town Character

Local ownership and independent businesses

Coastal identity and working waterfront

Natural environment and scenic beauty

Strong sense of community and relationships

Arts, culture, and creative expression

Family Friendly community

Outdoor recreation and access to nature

Other (please specify)
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Q10: Describe a characteristic of Fort Bragg’s economy or business community 
that you would never want to lose?
Answered: 361   Skipped: 4

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Small-town Character 8.03% 29

Local ownership and independent 
businesses

11.36% 41

Coastal identity and working 
waterfront

13.30% 48

Natural environment and scenic 
beauty

28.81% 104

Strong sense of community and 
relationships

9.70% 35

Arts, culture, and creative 
expression

2.22% 8

Family Friendly community 4.16% 15

Outdoor recreation and access to 
nature

9.70% 35

Other (please specify) 12.74% 46

TOTAL 361
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Q11: What do you see as Fort Bragg’s greatest economic strengths or local assets 
today? Select up to 3(What makes this a unique place to live, work, or do 
business?)
Answered: 362   Skipped: 3

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Coastal location and natural beauty

Access to the ocean, harbor, and waterfront

Small-town character and community relationships

Locally owned and independent businesses

Tourism and visitor appeal

Arts, culture, and creative community

Outdoor recreation (trails, parks, ocean access)

Working waterfront and marine-related industries

Strong sense of place and identity

Quality of life for families and residents

Entrepreneurial spirit and small business culture

Community resilience and adaptability

Other (please specify)
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Q11: What do you see as Fort Bragg’s greatest economic strengths or local assets today? 
Select up to 3(What makes this a unique place to live, work, or do business?)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Coastal location and natural beauty 72.10% 261

Access to the ocean, harbor, and waterfront 34.81% 126

Small-town character and community relationships 42.54% 154

Locally owned and independent businesses 20.44% 74

Tourism and visitor appeal 23.76% 86

Arts, culture, and creative community 16.30% 59

Outdoor recreation (trails, parks, ocean access) 37.29% 135

Working waterfront and marine-related industries 18.78% 68

Strong sense of place and identity 3.31% 12

Quality of life for families and residents 11.60% 42

Entrepreneurial spirit and small business culture 6.35% 23

Community resilience and adaptability 5.80% 21

Other (please specify) 7.73% 28

TOTAL 1089
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Q12: What challenges or barriers do you or others face when starting, running, or 
growing a business in Fort Bragg?
Answered: 351   Skipped: 14

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Workforce availability or skills

Cost of labor

Housing availability or affordability for employees

High cost of rent or commercial space

Access to capital or financing

Permitting or regulatory complexity

Time required to obtain permits or approvals

Utility costs (water, sewer, electricity, broadband)

Transportation or remoteness

Limited customer base or seasonal demand

Aging or insufficient infrastructure

Lack of suitable industrial or commercial space

Other (please specify)
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Q12: What challenges or barriers do you or others face when starting, running, or 
growing a business in Fort Bragg?
Answered: 351   Skipped: 14ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Workforce availability or skills 29.91% 105

Cost of labor 12.25% 43

Housing availability or affordability for employees 58.40% 205

High cost of rent or commercial space 33.33% 117

Access to capital or financing 5.70% 20

Permitting or regulatory complexity 30.77% 108

Time required to obtain permits or approvals 23.93% 84

Utility costs (water, sewer, electricity, broadband) 14.25% 50

Transportation or remoteness 26.21% 92

Limited customer base or seasonal demand 29.63% 104

Aging or insufficient infrastructure 15.10% 53

Lack of suitable industrial or commercial space 7.41% 26

Other (please specify) 11.11% 39
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Q14: What types of City provided support or incentives would most help local 
businesses thrive? (Select up to 3)
Answered: 344   Skipped: 21

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%100%

Low-interest loans or grants

Easier/faster permitting

Façade improvement or beautification
programs

Technical assistance or business mentorship

Marketing and tourism promotion

Co-working or shared business spaces

Other

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Low-interest loans or grants 53.49% 184

Easier/faster permitting 57.56% 198

Façade improvement or 
beautification programs

37.50% 129

Technical assistance or 
business mentorship

25.29% 87

Marketing and tourism 
promotion

34.59% 119

Co-working or shared 
business spaces

16.86% 58

Other 16.57% 57

TOTAL 832
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Q16: How familiar are you with the Mill Site planning effort?
Answered: 361   Skipped: 4

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not aware

Heard of it

Somewhat aware

Familiar

Very familiar

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Not aware 3.05% 11

Heard of it 13.30% 48

Somewhat 
aware

33.80% 122

Familiar 30.75% 111

Very 
familiar

19.11% 69

TOTAL 361
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Q19: Overall, what impact do you think redevelopment of the Mill Site would have 
on Fort Bragg’s economy?
Answered: 347   Skipped: 18

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Don’t know

Negative impact

No impact

Positive Impact

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Don’t know 23.34% 81

Negative impact 14.99% 52

No impact 1.15% 4

Positive Impact 60.52% 210

TOTAL 347
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Q21: Which types of new uses of the Mill Site are most important? (Select up to 4)
Answered: 361   Skipped: 4

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Multifamily Housing for rentals, condominiums and senior
housing

Parks, Open Space and Public trails

Single family homes for Homeownership

Commercial and visitor serving uses (shops, restaurants,
hotels, offices and similar uses)

Job Creating uses (marine, industrial, research, production, or
year-round jobs)

Indoor community, event or meeting facility

Outdoor festival or special event area

Entertainment/recreation uses (sports, art, cultural activities)

None

Other
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Q21: Which types of new uses of the Mill Site are most important? (Select up to 4)
Answered: 361   Skipped: 4

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Multifamily Housing for rentals, 
condominiums and senior housing

40.72% 147

Parks, Open Space and Public trails 74.52% 269

Single family homes for Homeownership 22.44% 81

Commercial and visitor serving uses (shops, 
restaurants, hotels, offices and similar uses)

32.41% 117

Job Creating uses (marine, industrial, 
research, production, or year-round jobs)

50.14% 181

Indoor community, event or meeting facility 20.50% 74

Outdoor festival or special event area 45.43% 164

Entertainment/recreation uses (sports, art, 
cultural activities)

43.21% 156

None 1.94% 7

Other 17.17% 62

TOTAL 1258

68



Powered by

Q22: What is your reaction to the following specific development concepts for the 
Mill Site:
Answered: 360   Skipped: 5

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Electric trolly connection from the Mill Site to Glass Beach

Pedestrian-friendly extension of downtown onto the Mill Site

Hotel/ conference center near Otsuchi Point (Redwood
Avenue Extension)

Dedicated outdoor event space for festivals and community
events

Like Neutral Dislike Not Sure
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Q22: What is your reaction to the following specific development concepts for the 
Mill Site:
Answered: 360   Skipped: 5

LIKE NEUTRAL DISLIKE NOT SURE TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE

Electric trolly connection 
from the Mill Site to Glass 
Beach

23.74%
85

18.44%
66

51.12%
183

6.70%
24

358 2.41

Pedestrian-friendly 
extension of downtown 
onto the Mill Site

80.11%
286

10.08%
36

6.16%
22

3.64%
13

357 1.33

Hotel/ conference center 
near Otsuchi Point 
(Redwood Avenue 
Extension)

29.81%
107

19.22%
69

43.73%
157

7.24%
26

359 2.28

Dedicated outdoor event 
space for festivals and 
community events

73.03%
260

16.29%
58

5.34%
19

5.34%
19

356 1.43
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Q23: Even if you generally support redevelopment, what concerns would you want 
the City to manage carefully? (Select up to 3)
Answered: 361   Skipped: 4

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Traffic & congestion

Increased demand on housing, services, or infrastructure

Loss of small-town character

Impacts on existing local businesses

Scale or pace of development

Environmental impacts

Level of cleanup of Mill Site contamination

Not Concerned Somewhat Concerned Very Concerned
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Q23: Even if you generally support redevelopment, what concerns would you want 
the City to manage carefully? (Select up to 3)
Answered: 361   Skipped: 4

NOT 
CONCERNED

SOMEWHAT 
CONCERNED

VERY 
CONCERNED

TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE

Traffic & congestion 23.60%
76

32.92%
106

43.48%
140

322 2.20

Increased demand on housing, services, or 
infrastructure

17.45%
56

37.07%
119

45.48%
146

321 2.28

Loss of small-town character 31.06%
100

25.78%
83

43.17%
139

322 2.12

Impacts on existing local businesses 34.50%
108

34.19%
107

31.31%
98

313 1.97

Scale or pace of development 25.00%
79

36.71%
116

38.29%
121

316 2.13

Environmental impacts 20.41%
69

23.67%
80

55.92%
189

338 2.36

Level of cleanup of Mill Site contamination 18.84%
62

21.88%
72

59.27%
195

329 2.40
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Q24: What aspects of Mill Site redevelopment excite you the most? (Select up to to 
3)
Answered: 361   Skipped: 4

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

New Housing options, including rental and ownership…

Job-creating uses

Parks, trails and open space

Public Access to the Coast and waterfront

Environmental cleanup and habitat restoration

Shops, restaurants, and other commercial or visitor-serving…

Indoor community, event, or meeting facility

Outdoor festival or special-event space

Entertainment and recreation opportunities

Improved streets, utilities, and infrastructure

Nothing about Mill Site redevelopment excites me

Other (please specify)
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Q24: What aspects of Mill Site redevelopment excite you the most? (Select up to to 3)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

New Housing options, including rental and 
ownership opportunities

32.13% 116

Job-creating uses 34.90% 126

Parks, trails and open space 53.74% 194

Public Access to the Coast and waterfront 46.54% 168

Environmental cleanup and habitat 
restoration

43.21% 156

Shops, restaurants, and other commercial or 
visitor-serving uses

23.82% 86

Indoor community, event, or meeting facility 11.91% 43

Outdoor festival or special-event space 29.64% 107

Entertainment and recreation opportunities 19.39% 70

Improved streets, utilities, and infrastructure 14.13% 51

Nothing about Mill Site redevelopment 
excites me

5.26% 19

Other (please specify) 11.91% 43

TOTAL 1179
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Q25: Should the items you selected be delivered gradually during the project, or all 
together upon project completion?
Answered: 336   Skipped: 29

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Gradually during the project

Mostly during, some at completion

All at once at completion

No preference

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Gradually during 
the project

45.24% 152

Mostly during, 
some at 
completion

24.70% 83

All at once at 
completion

10.12% 34

No preference 19.94% 67

TOTAL 336
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Q27: How important is it to prioritize “blue economy” jobs and businesses (such 
as sustainable ocean-related tourism, fisheries, marine research, aquaculture, and 
coastal innovation) as part of future development on the Mill Site?

Answered: 356   Skipped: 9

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not important Neutral Somewhat important Very important

NOT 
IMPORTANT

NEUTRAL SOMEWHAT 
IMPORTANT

VERY IMPORTANT TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE

8.71% 11.24% 25.56% 54.49% 356 3.26
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Q28: How important is creating and maintaining a natural open space and wildlife 
habitat around the Mill Pond (for example, wetlands, improved water quality, 
wildlife habitat, and nature trails)?
Answered: 356   Skipped: 9

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not important Neutral Somewhat important Very important

NOT IMPORTANT NEUTRAL SOMEWHAT 
IMPORTANT

VERY 
IMPORTANT

TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE

4.49%
16

10.39%
37

17.42%
62

67.70%
241

356 3.48
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Q29: How important is public access through the Mill Pond area to the beach?
Answered: 357   Skipped: 8

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not important Neutral Somewhat important Very important

NOT 
IMPORTANT

NEUTRAL SOMEWHAT 
IMPORTANT

VERY 
IMPORTANT

TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE

12.04%
43

19.89%
71

24.37%
87

43.70%
156

357 3.00
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Q30: How important is it to daylight the Maple Creek culvert on the Mill Site to 
create a creek-related public amenity, subject to environmental and regulatory 
review?
Answered: 344   Skipped: 21

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not important Neutral Somewhat Important Very Important

NOT 
IMPORTANT

NEUTRAL SOMEWHAT 
IMPORTANT

VERY 
IMPORTANT

TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE

9.01%
31

26.74%
92

29.36%
101

34.88%
120

344 2.90
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Q31: Proceed with development (such as housing, jobs, and public amenities) on 
areas of the Mill Site that require no further remediation, while cleanup work 
continues on the Mill Pond and other remaining areas under regulatory oversight.
Answered: 352   Skipped: 13

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Strongly oppose

Oppose

Support

Strongly support

Not sure

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Strongly 
oppose

16.48% 58

Oppose 13.07% 46

Support 30.11% 106

Strongly 
support

28.41% 100

Not sure 11.93% 42

TOTAL 352
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Q32: Pursue cleanup of the Mill Pond to meet local, state and federal requirements 
before developing the Mill Site.
Answered: 354   Skipped: 11

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Strongly oppose

Oppose

Support

Strongly support

Not sure

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Strongly 
oppose

9.32% 33

Oppose 19.49% 69

Support 20.90% 74

Strongly 
support

36.16% 128

Not sure 14.12% 50

TOTAL 354
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Q33: Looking ahead, which outcomes would you most like to see associated with 
the Mill Pond area, once cleanup is completed? (Select up to 3)
Answered: 348   Skipped: 17

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Restoration of wetlands and wildlife
habitat

Public access and trails (where
permitted)

Interpretive or educational features 
explaining the site’s history and 

ecology

Retention of the Mill Pond as a long-
term feature

Other

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Restoration of wetlands and 
wildlife habitat

76.72% 267

Public access and trails (where 
permitted)

68.97% 240

Interpretive or educational 
features explaining the site’s 
history and ecology

47.41% 165

Retention of the Mill Pond as a 
long-term feature

27.01% 94

Other 10.06% 35

TOTAL 801
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Age group (select one):
Answer Choices
Under 18 0.29% 1
18–24 0.58% 2
25–44 17.97% 62
45–64 34.78% 120
65+ 46.38% 160

Answered 345
Skipped 9

Responses

Under 18 18–24 25–44 45–64 65+
0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%

50.00%

Age group (select one):

Responses

83



City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Where do you live?

Answer Choices
In Fort Bragg 60.92% 212
Less than a ten minute drive from Fort Bragg 25.29% 88
Mendocino Village 3.45% 12
Elsewhere in Mendocino County 6.03% 21
Outside Mendocino County 4.31% 15

Answered 348
Skipped 6

Responses
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Select the best description of your working situation.

Answer Choices
I am business owner or self-employed 30.18% 102
I am employed locally 28.11% 95
I work remotely for a non-local employer 5.33% 18
I am a student, retired or unemployed 36.39% 123

Answered 338
Skipped 16
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Employment status:

Answer Choices
Employed Full-Time 35.34% 123
Self Employed 18.10% 63
Student 0.57% 2
Employed Part-Time 8.33% 29
Unemployed 1.44% 5
Retired 36.21% 126

Answered 348
Skipped 6
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Do you own or operate a business in Fort Bragg?
Answer Choices
Yes 26.09% 90
No 73.91% 255

Answered 345
Skipped 9

Responses

Yes No
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

Do you own or operate a business in Fort 
Bragg?

Responses

87



City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
How would you describe Fort Bragg’s current economy?
Answer Choices
Very Weak 7.51% 26
Weak 32.08% 111
Fair 56.65% 196
Strong 3.76% 13
Very Strong 0.00% 0

Answered 346
Skipped 8
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Answer Choices
More jobs 149
More diverse economy 159
Job opportunities for youth 94
More Housing 198
Cost/availability of insurance 44
Crime/safety concerns 23
Improve healthcare access/quality 191  
opportunities 86    
amenities 95
Other 65

352
Skipped            2

Response Date Other

Mar 21 2026 09:17 PM
More low income housing, stop the gentrification, better representation of local 
tribes.

Mar 21 2026 08:43 PM Fewer transplant trying to change everything
Mar 21 2026 10:43 AM Career level jobs/job paths

Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM

The fishing and abalone is what makes Fort Bragg tribe, Fish and Game 
needs to deal with the California Sea Lion population, it also needs to quit lying 
about the abalone population problem. If you recall back in the 80’s the fish 
and game done the same thing, until a research vessel proved a different 
story. Both salmon and abalone seasons need to reopen and the fish and 
game need to start doing there job.

Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM Sea life aquarium

Mar 20 2026 09:27 AM better transit links to larger cities/airports/etc. (Greyhound bus or similar)
Mar 19 2026 07:13 PM Bring Industry into FB
Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM Something to keep the area from becoming a ghost town.

Responses

City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey

What do you see as Fort Bragg’s biggest needs? (Select up to 3)

More jobs
0
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What do you see as Fort Bragg’s biggest 
needs? (Select up to 3)

Responses
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Mar 19 2026 12:25 AM For teens young adults no drug/alcohol allowed
Mar 18 2026 11:26 PM More accessible wild lands
Mar 18 2026 09:48 PM affordable housing
Mar 18 2026 08:38 PM More Communication with the community.
Mar 18 2026 06:46 PM Appreciation of Historical Relevance
Mar 18 2026 01:35 PM Industry with better jobs like a desalination plant
Mar 18 2026 12:07 PM A walmart

Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM

Fort Bragg appears to face a set of interconnected challenges centered on 
whether local leadership and economic strategy are truly aligned with the daily 
realities of residents rather than primarily with tourism growth and visitor-
serving development. Based on recent public planning, budget, healthcare, 
and county youth-wellness materials, the strongest documented pain points 
include housing scarcity and affordability, limited job diversity, healthcare 
access strain, and pressure on emergency response systems, all within a 
small rural coastal community with constrained infrastructure and workforce 
recruitment challenges. Recent city actions to strengthen tourism and 
entertainment activity can reasonably be read by some residents as part of a 
broader gap between visitor-oriented economic priorities and local needs such 
as stable year-round employment, workforce housing, public services, and 
affordability. At the same time, available county and school-linked behavioral 
health information suggests that youth mental health services still need 
strengthening, particularly for students who face greater barriers to care, 
including marginalized and LGBTQIA youth who may require more affirming, 
accessible, and consistent support. Overall, the pattern is not just one of 
isolated shortages, but of a deeper mismatch between economic 
development, essential services, and community well-being, where housing, 
healthcare, emergency response, education, and inclusive youth support all 
shape whether Fort Bragg remains livable for the people who actually call it 
home.

Mar 18 2026 10:31 AM Bowling ally family center
Mar 18 2026 08:54 AM Sports complex for baseball/softball, soccer and a gym for indoor sports
Mar 18 2026 08:41 AM Birth center, Hospice Center, Assisted Living, Veterinary
Mar 18 2026 08:34 AM lower cost housing including rent and mortgage

Mar 17 2026 11:14 PM More younger vibrant people, attracted by an intellectual center or art scene.
Mar 17 2026 07:53 PM Fewer empty storefronts
Mar 17 2026 07:13 PM More jobs but with better pay. $17-$22/hr isn't liveable
Mar 17 2026 12:23 PM Bowling alley/ arcade/go carts/Real BBQ spot
Mar 17 2026 09:56 AM Transportation more frequently in and out of coast
Mar 17 2026 08:42 AM Preservation of natural resources.
Mar 17 2026 08:34 AM Opportunity for young people to move to Fort Bragg
Mar 17 2026 08:17 AM Haul Road maintenance from  Mckerricher to Ward
Mar 17 2026 05:07 AM Mental health resources/more social areas for teens
Mar 16 2026 11:19 PM Fill the empty businesses and make Airbnbs into housing
Mar 16 2026 09:48 PM More help for children with disabilities
Mar 16 2026 09:47 PM Living wage not tourism jobs are needed
Mar 16 2026 08:47 PM Interactive Physical science museums
Mar 16 2026 08:38 AM Affordable housing and better access to medical specialists
Mar 13 2026 01:27 PM Higher quality hospitality options
Mar 07 2026 09:47 AM to stop its frivolous lawsuit against the railroad
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Mar 06 2026 01:53 PM Protection of coastal land

Mar 05 2026 04:02 PM
Expedite building 2nd unit housing, create incentives to fill empty business 
buildings and vacant lots.

Mar 05 2026 12:20 PM Affordable housing for purchase
Mar 05 2026 06:51 AM Housing for purchase, not subsidised
Mar 01 2026 07:06 PM More public land
Mar 01 2026 10:23 AM Repair tunnel and connect Willits to Fort Bragg by train
Feb 28 2026 06:51 PM Preserve coastline add parks
Feb 28 2026 11:50 AM Technology jobs
Feb 23 2026 01:32 PM Less bureaucracy
Feb 23 2026 01:06 PM Alley improvements
Feb 20 2026 06:06 PM More activities for young people that aren’t a bar. Bowling alley, etc
Feb 20 2026 11:41 AM Housing for essential workers
Feb 19 2026 10:31 AM More discotecas
Feb 18 2026 07:13 PM Need to be business friendly for tourism and business
Feb 18 2026 01:45 PM affordable housing
Feb 18 2026 12:01 PM Too many homeless & non profits
Feb 18 2026 11:08 AM Retail stores such as Target, Ross, Tj Maxx, Marshall’s, Walmart

Feb 17 2026 07:15 PM

don’t have the same echo chamber at City Hall simply said go woke go broke. 
Can’t be all liberals. You have to have some balance and have some 
conservative common sense thinking people.

Feb 17 2026 03:24 PM More robust downtown
Feb 16 2026 09:26 AM cheaper & more housing
Feb 15 2026 06:32 PM Grocery outlet
Feb 15 2026 04:52 PM Regulations

Feb 15 2026 09:44 AM
a commitment and plan from the City to discourage the area turning into more 
2nd homes, Airbnb and Vrbo homes,

Feb 15 2026 09:16 AM Lower income housing.
Feb 14 2026 06:19 PM More open natural spaces.
Feb 14 2026 02:53 PM Improving infrastructure
Feb 14 2026 02:51 PM more blue economy ...university oceanography satellite campus
Feb 13 2026 09:55 AM improved recreational resources
Feb 12 2026 11:04 PM Focus on job creation that fits our locality, like environmental jobs.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
How likely are you to recommend Fort Bragg as a place to live?

Total ighted Average
1 4.84% 17 8.26% 29 32.19% 113 36.47% 128 18.23% 64 351 3.55

Answered 351
Skipped 3
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
How likely are you to recommend Fort Bragg as a place to own a business?

Total Weighted Average
1 6.63% 23 20.46% 71 47.55% 165 19.02% 66 6.34% 22 347 2.98

Answered 347
Skipped 7
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Describe a characteristic of Fort Bragg’s economy or business community that you would never want to lose?

Answer Choices
Small-town Character 7.43% 26

Local ownership and independent businesses 11.43% 40
Coastal identity and working waterfront 13.14% 46
Natural environment and scenic beauty 28.57% 100

Strong sense of community and relationships 10.00% 35
Arts, culture, and creative expression 2.29% 8
Family Friendly community 4.29% 15

Outdoor recreation and access to nature 9.71% 34
Other (please specify) 13.14% 46

Answered 350
Skipped 4

Response Date Other (please specify) Tags

Responses

0.00%
5.00%

10.00%
15.00%
20.00%
25.00%
30.00%

Describe a characteristic of Fort 
Bragg’s economy or business 

community that you would never 
want to lose?

Responses
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Mar 22 2026 08:08 AM All of the above choices
Mar 19 2026 02:14 PM 2nd & 4th & last above
Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM It doesn't matter, the loud minority of old hippies chased the youth away.
Mar 19 2026 07:39 AM All of the above are important
Mar 18 2026 08:38 PM All the above
Mar 18 2026 06:46 PM Historical connection to Railroad and Logging
Mar 18 2026 04:58 PM To pick one is not right. I would say all of the above!
Mar 18 2026 04:25 PM All of them above. They all go together!
Mar 18 2026 02:21 PM all of them are important, an actual working water front would be great.
Mar 18 2026 01:35 PM Try asking one question not two duh?
Mar 18 2026 12:27 PM Get to it make this town grow we need it why are we still taking surveys

Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM
A community-serving coastal economy that prioritizes ecological resilience, local 
livelihoods, and family stability over extractive or purely visitor-serving growth.

Mar 18 2026 10:47 AM Need tax base
Mar 18 2026 08:41 AM All of the above
Mar 17 2026 09:37 PM Several of the above-4, 6, 8
Mar 17 2026 08:20 PM I can only pick one..faulty survey
Mar 17 2026 12:49 PM all of the above
Mar 17 2026 12:25 PM all of the above
Mar 17 2026 09:56 AM All of the above options
Mar 17 2026 08:42 AM All of the above

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM

Fort Bragg is the whole coasts backbone. The residents have grit. It isn't as 
fancy as mendo or inundated with part-time residents or airbnbs as all the other 
towns on the mendocino coast which make it more authentic. We need to 
protect Fort Bragg as a locals town with affordable housing to support the ritzy 
neighboring villages.

Mar 17 2026 07:48 AM

I honestly can't think of a thing. There is no shopping available that most of 
those who live/work here can afford. Putting so many restrictions on the types of 
businesses that can come into Fort Bragg is the biggest mistake ever made for 
the economy of this town.

Mar 16 2026 11:40 PM All of the above!
Mar 16 2026 09:47 PM More corporate higher paying jobs with benefits
Mar 16 2026 08:38 AM Coastal beach trail and access to beaches for free
Mar 07 2026 09:47 AM the railroad
Mar 07 2026 08:44 AM The railroad
Mar 06 2026 04:39 PM The Skunk Train
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Mar 06 2026 03:00 PM All of the above
Mar 05 2026 04:02 PM I select all of these, can't choose one!
Mar 05 2026 07:49 AM I wouldn't want to lose any of these options
Mar 05 2026 07:14 AM All of the above
Mar 01 2026 08:40 AM Coastal idenity
Feb 23 2026 01:32 PM Take over area like the Railroad project
Feb 21 2026 11:03 AM Small town character, access to scenic beauty.
Feb 21 2026 09:49 AM All of the above
Feb 18 2026 12:01 PM A self contained, economically strong community.
Feb 18 2026 11:26 AM All of the above

Feb 17 2026 07:15 PM

quit hindering hard-working people in Fort Bragg that create jobs you guys do 
nothing but slow them down. It’s worthless going in there and working with you 
guys in City Hall. You pick your winners or losers you should treat everyone 
equally stop the favorites. Get a clue.

Feb 17 2026 03:24 PM All of the above

Feb 16 2026 09:03 PM
I think the strong sense of community and relationships because of the local 
ownership.

Feb 16 2026 11:42 AM Protected coastal non commercial  access
Feb 16 2026 09:26 AM all of the above
Feb 15 2026 04:28 PM All of the above
Feb 14 2026 03:52 PM All the above

Feb 13 2026 08:19 PM
This should have at least five choices.  I would check #'s 2,4,5,6,7,8  Watch out 
for false dichotomies.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
What do you see as Fort Bragg’s greatest economic strengths or local assets today? Select up to 3(What makes this a unique place to live, work, or do business?)

Answer Choices Responses
Coastal location and natural beauty 72.08% 253

Access to the ocean, harbor, and waterfront 34.19% 120
Small-town character and community 
relationships 41.88% 147

Locally owned and independent businesses 20.80% 73
Tourism and visitor appeal 24.22% 85
Arts, culture, and creative community 16.52% 58
Outdoor recreation (trails, parks, ocean 
access) 36.75% 129
Working waterfront and marine-related 
industries 19.09% 67
Strong sense of place and identity 3.42% 12
Quality of life for families and residents 11.40% 40
Entrepreneurial spirit and small business 
culture 6.27% 22
Community resilience and adaptability 5.98% 21
Other (please specify) 7.98% 28

Answered 351
Skipped 3

Response Date Other (please specify) Tags
Mar 21 2026 08:43 PM Space to add businesses which will provide jobs at a livable wage

Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM various clubs and memberships that help build our community and give back
Mar 20 2026 09:27 AM Relatively mild weather year-round, relatively low fire danger
Mar 18 2026 10:47 AM Need tax base
Mar 18 2026 10:31 AM FIX THE TUNNEL!
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Responses
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
What challenges or barriers do you or others face when starting, running, or growing a business in Fort Bragg?

Answer Choices
Workforce availability or skills 30.59% 104
Cost of labor 12.65% 43

Housing availability or affordability for employees 59.41% 202
High cost of rent or commercial space 33.24% 113
Access to capital or financing 5.88% 20
Permitting or regulatory complexity 31.18% 106
Time required to obtain permits or approvals 24.12% 82

Utility costs (water, sewer, electricity, broadband) 14.41% 49
Transportation or remoteness 26.47% 90
Limited customer base or seasonal demand 29.12% 99
Aging or insufficient infrastructure 15.00% 51

Lack of suitable industrial or commercial space 7.65% 26
Other (please specify) 11.18% 38

Answered 340
Skipped 14
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Response Date Other (please specify) Tags
Mar 21 2026 08:43 PM No careers…. Service industry jobs do not provide livable wages

Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM
Indeed, the internet has become indispensable infrastructure. Recent outages demonstrate our systemic 
vulnerability; the digital world remains remarkably dependent on physical wires that are easily severed.

Mar 20 2026 12:23 AM N/A
Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM City Counsel and Planning Commission letting out of town loud hippies dictate proper growth
Mar 19 2026 07:41 AM Diversify economy
Mar 18 2026 02:21 PM I am not a business owner but affordable housing is the complaint I hear a lot

Mar 18 2026 12:29 PM
Utility costs are also a major concern.  Too bad the millsite's cogeneration plant was dismantled.  Something like 
that could be a real asset for the town!

Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM

Fort Bragg’s greatest long-term asset is its locally rooted, ecologically dependent community economy. A rare 
combination of working-coast identity, independent businesses, strong social ties, Artistic expression and deep 
relationship to land and sea that makes this a meaningful place to live, work, and raise a family. The biggest barrier 
is that these strengths are being strained by a mismatch between local needs and current conditions, especially 
housing scarcity, workforce recruitment challenges, limited year-round economic diversity, rising operating costs, 
infrastructure and service constraints, and systems that can be difficult to navigate for small, community-based 
businesses.

Mar 18 2026 08:34 AM dependency on non-commercial health insurance i.e. medicare and mediCal
Mar 17 2026 08:55 PM Externally funded sources deliberately dividing the community, for example indivisible Mendocino

Mar 17 2026 06:04 PM

The criminals that direct the city government and behavioral ten Mile Court decision to allow whores "Supervised 
RELEASE " INTO MOTELS, AND THE CITY GOVERNMENT AS GRANT WIRTERS, AND FIANANCE TECHS. 
AND SIERAL KILLERS HIGHEREF AS POLICE CHIEFS E. SWIFTS ASSISTANT, DAVID MEYERS, A RED 
NOTICE INTERPOL CONVICTED KILLER, AND THE ELDER ABUSE FINANCIAL THE D.A. AND POLICE 
REFUSE TO EVEN INVESTIGATE, MAKE THE ATMOSPHER FOR A LEGITIMATE BUSINESS NOT WORTH 
PURSUING.  THE GOOD OLE BOYS CLUB "CLUB" RULE!!!!!

Mar 17 2026 03:10 PM Lack of technical skills
Mar 17 2026 01:42 PM Lack of fluent English speakers.
Mar 17 2026 12:25 PM I ran a business none of these were problems
Mar 17 2026 12:14 PM All
Mar 17 2026 08:53 AM All of the above

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM

No affordable to pay employees a living wage with benefits for how much it costs to live here BUT we NEED staff 
willing to work these jobs to support the tourism industry. If housing could be sequestered for staff of local 
businesses which was affordable they could continue to work for lower wages (ideally these wages would still be 
livable and give benefits though!!)

Mar 17 2026 07:48 AM

Barriers are unfortunately those (most of who do not live in the City) who show up to bitch and complain because 
they don't approve of a proposed business. Locals want affordable shopping such as the hard fought for Grocery 
Outlet. How about clothing stores where a person could school shop or buy a dress or pants for less than $100.00 
each. It's laughable that these questions are even being asked.
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Mar 17 2026 07:22 AM I'm not qualified to answer this question

Mar 16 2026 09:29 PM
More parking and encourage business owners to park outside the CBD and not park in front of other businesses 
street parking for an entire day.

Mar 16 2026 09:25 PM Resistance to imaginative ideas
Mar 16 2026 09:00 PM All of the above
Mar 16 2026 07:50 PM Not a local business owner
Mar 07 2026 09:47 AM a city hall that's filled with busy bodies who don't care about businesses.
Mar 06 2026 05:24 PM Little City support for business.
Mar 06 2026 04:39 PM City council that sues local businesses.
Mar 05 2026 04:02 PM Again, I select all.
Mar 05 2026 12:20 PM As I get older I am realizing that I cannot afford to retire here. Even thou I have lived here for 40 years.
Mar 05 2026 06:51 AM Amazon
Mar 05 2026 06:22 AM Fort Bragg staff and council.
Feb 21 2026 12:04 PM TERRIBLE HEALTH CARE
Feb 18 2026 07:13 PM Town is not business friendly
Feb 18 2026 12:01 PM Too many vacation rentals eliminating affordable housing for working families.

Feb 17 2026 07:15 PM
Deadbeats sleeping on the sidewalks roaming up and downtown our economy is tourism. First thing you do is you 
drive in town? You got a bunch of bums everywhere you guys created the problem fix it.

Feb 16 2026 05:32 PM n/a
Feb 16 2026 08:52 AM becoming company town again
Feb 15 2026 12:38 PM Does not apply
Feb 13 2026 08:19 PM This is an interesting list of challenges. Almost all relevant.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Based on the challenges above, where should the City focus its efforts to best support local businesses? (Optional)
Answered 190
Skipped 164

Response Date Responses Tags
Mar 23 2026 12:19 PMSupport with grants for new businesses 
Mar 23 2026 06:28 AMWe need more people here, regularly.  Working and spending. Our population age needs to adapt too.

Mar 22 2026 05:17 PM
 Move ahead with the Housing Land Trust. Offer B Corporation trainings so that local businesses can benefit their 
employees, community resilience and nature at the same time. 

Mar 22 2026 02:41 PMMake it more affordable and easier for businesses to start up

Mar 21 2026 02:54 PM
The city needs a healthy skepticism of out of town corporate businesses, corporate chains, money that leaves town whose 
interest are not employee or community" oriented

Mar 20 2026 03:22 PMHousing! The short term rentals are out of control- you can’t have a workforce that has nowhere to live 

Mar 20 2026 03:11 PM
always less government & ease of doing basic things - why does a homeowner need permission to do routine home 
repairs & go thur costly & stupid permitting processes ? - same for starting a new business, endless delays & paperwork

Mar 20 2026 10:01 AM
There is a harbor. Manufacturing or other good production should be improved in order to have year-round economic 
viability. 

Mar 20 2026 09:49 AM
Grants and(/or low inter interest loans to a
ssist small businesses thrive

Mar 20 2026 09:38 AMPermit cost and time
Mar 20 2026 09:38 AMAffordability which is hard in this economy. 
Mar 20 2026 09:29 AMPermit process & timing. 

Mar 20 2026 08:49 AM
Bigger industry, that finances the town with a flow of economy resources. We need to be known for something. We are 
economically destitute right now and it’s going to get worse for generations to come.

Mar 20 2026 12:23 AMMake sure infrastructure is OK and ready for use.  Forsake and give up on creating a central control for the economy.
Mar 19 2026 11:08 PMHOUSING
Mar 19 2026 10:48 PMHousing support for new families coming to Fort Bragg with expertises much needed here.
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Mar 19 2026 10:23 PMThe City should focus on driving business in to the city to limit the number of empty storefronts and help with job creation. 
Mar 19 2026 08:46 PMOffer grants or loans when times are tough
Mar 19 2026 07:13 PMLook for way to cut red tape. Look for sales tax holiday year 1 for local taxes for start up businesses.
Mar 19 2026 06:29 PMDeregulation
Mar 19 2026 05:38 PMMake it easier to start a business. Regulations, permitting, time required, processes make it very difficult. 

Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM

Actually let businesses happen. Tuckers, shut down, Grocery Outlet, Shut Down, Auto Zone, Shut Down, the list goes on, 
why, because a few out of area or just anti growth old people complained loud enough the rest suffered. The town shot 
itself in the foot and the youth is leaving in droves and the the working poor have no where to live or shop. 

Mar 19 2026 11:43 AMThe city should have an outside-the-box vision for bringing economy and people to Fort Bragg
Mar 19 2026 07:41 AMDiversify the economy
Mar 19 2026 07:39 AMDecrease regulation and increase housing. You can’t hire workers if they have no place to live
Mar 19 2026 05:59 AMIndustry comparable to the mill but not damaging to the environment.
Mar 19 2026 12:25 AMRent should be monitored 

Mar 18 2026 10:34 PM

The city should encourage locals to open businesses and fill store fronts by lowering costs of commercial spaces. We 
need a thriving, diverse and creative way to keep the community and tourists spending their money here. Also fixing up the 
outside of the buildings that look so terrible. Sanding and paint would go a looong way. 

Mar 18 2026 09:38 PMAffordable Housing for working class and families.  Lower rents for both commercial and residential 
Mar 18 2026 07:38 PMOn surveys such as this, which will ultimately help bring more people together. i.e. not going too big too fast....
Mar 18 2026 06:40 PMdowntown! its empty! 
Mar 18 2026 05:49 PMPerhaps make it easier to obtain business licenses. 

Mar 18 2026 04:58 PM
The vacant building tax is a good one, so many empty store fronts. Maybe that would encourage them to sell or rent for an 
affordable price to get the town looking more vibrant 

Mar 18 2026 04:25 PM

Build more housing, streamline permitting process, lower the costs to developers, helps ALL
Builders, buyers, renters, jobs
Businesses, more Tax income. 

Mar 18 2026 04:16 PMMarketing this beautiful town and area...
Mar 18 2026 03:34 PMEase paperwork burden/ timeline
Mar 18 2026 03:20 PMFranklin Street and or Mill site
Mar 18 2026 02:21 PMAffordable houseing, transportation 
Mar 18 2026 01:33 PMAffordable housing / rentals
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Mar 18 2026 01:31 PMreduce bureaucracy and costs to do business.  Encourage businesses to start. Support a blue economy
Mar 18 2026 12:37 PMBuild more housing, not vacation rentals.

Mar 18 2026 12:29 PM

Streamline the permitting process and train staff on how to facilitate projects instead of being obstructionist and 
adversarial.  
Also, Offer incentives to ppl willing to develop or redevelop properties that meet the needed spaces.

Mar 18 2026 12:07 PM
Focus on getting a Walmart for the lower income and help families who go out of town already spending money 
somewhere else

Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM

The City should support local businesses by prioritizing permitting that is transparent, accessible, and environmentally 
responsible, while streamlining approvals for projects that meet community needs without weakening coastal or ecological 
protections. It should also treat short-term rentals and investor-driven property acquisition as real economic development 
issues, because housing lost to Airbnbs and absentee ownership directly undermines workforce stability, small-business 
retention, and family livability. The City should favor policies that preserve housing for residents, discourage speculative 
overinvestment by out-of-town and large-scale owners, and direct incentives, infrastructure, and technical support toward 
locally rooted businesses that provide year-round community value.

Mar 18 2026 10:47 AMPower plant on GP sight. Casino hotel and golf course. 
Mar 18 2026 09:55 AMEasier permitting protocols 
Mar 18 2026 09:38 AMPerhaps caps on rental charges for small business
Mar 18 2026 08:40 AMAffordable housing

Mar 18 2026 12:54 AM

Invest in supporting new businesses that can harness the unique resources we have, such as top quality finished wood 
products, innovative products from ocean and forest. 
Create greater appeal or incentive for remote workers to settle here. 
Create more business that appeal to families with kids for both local and tourist use, e.g. an indoor nature-themed kids 
gym/playspace reflecting our unique coastal ecosystem and natural beauty.

Mar 17 2026 11:14 PM
Organize cultural events, art events, and special interest activities to attract a wider base of tourists. Kelpfest is a great 
example, as is the Mushroom Festival. Create a walking area for concentrated "Old Town" or "Downtown" Fort Bragg.

Mar 17 2026 09:50 PMPromotion and engagement
Mar 17 2026 09:37 PMDevelop housing and light industry/commercial spaces
Mar 17 2026 08:55 PMExpedite approval process. Low interest capital for small businesses 
Mar 17 2026 08:20 PMHousing..can’t work if no place to live.
Mar 17 2026 07:53 PMProvide housing

Mar 17 2026 07:34 PM
Creating more attractions for visitors and locals. More opportunities for visitors and more to keep residents living here. EG: 
OHV complex, baseball/softball complex, golf course, casino, etc… 

Mar 17 2026 06:04 PMMore time on the doing your jobs and less in bars and beds with whores, would be a start!!

Mar 17 2026 05:55 PM
Growing the Noyo center, partnering with colleges and programs to sustain the community with jobs and interest as the mill 
used to
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Mar 17 2026 05:49 PMSimplify permitting, create a mixed use small industrial park
Mar 17 2026 05:26 PMFull on support for the Skunk Train and their development plans.
Mar 17 2026 03:10 PMMarketing and technical training in the community college 
Mar 17 2026 02:55 PMwork collaboratively with the skunk train people to get the waterfront developed
Mar 17 2026 02:21 PMAffordability of life for the working class. 
Mar 17 2026 02:12 PMStop endocrinologist railway from putting train ride on headlands
Mar 17 2026 02:07 PMAffordability 
Mar 17 2026 01:42 PMCareer training for youths.
Mar 17 2026 12:49 PMobtaining permits and approvals
Mar 17 2026 12:25 PMinfrastructure

Mar 17 2026 12:14 PM

Time to bring businesses that support everyday needs.  Hate to say it,  but we need a Wallmart. Locals can't buy 
underwear,  affordable clothing etc. Most people we know  purchase from Amazon,  because what we need is not here.  
So we have to go to Ukiah and pay THEIR  sales tax.  Also whether a business is within "City " limits,  if a business 
address is Fort Bragg. California  then promote it.  Super tired of the Harbor not being supported because we are "in the 
County". People that use their services stay and pay for hotels.  So your bed tax is acquired thanks to those businesses 

Mar 17 2026 11:52 AMBroadband access

Mar 17 2026 11:44 AM

Existing commercial vacant real estate/property owners have inflated views of their properties. I am speaking particularly of 
long vacant buildings and empty or semi-vacant buildings and lots on Franklin Street between Pine Street and N. Harbor 
Drive. This is hardly conducive to city prosperity, let alone to would-be lessors or buyers of such properties in order to start 
a business or relocate an established one. 

Furthermore, the COFB has been fickle in what sorts of businesses it lets into the CBD and blocks south or north. Be 
consistent for everyone's sake and quit showing misplaced favoritism!!

As for whatever might happen or be allowed by all the regulatory bodies over the former mill site, whatever is done there 
will hugely alter existing downtown business interests and the economy, and add some vehicular traffic, even if contained 
or managed.

Mar 17 2026 10:42 AM
affordable housing, keeping air bnb along with large corporate interests out of our community. Keeping money in our 
community and keeping residential properties as places for our community and not profit centers.

Mar 17 2026 09:57 AMPutting money into downtown/hwy 1 visual appeal and walkability. More housing for middle class families. 
Mar 17 2026 09:34 AMAffordable, well maintained rentals for workers and businesses 
Mar 17 2026 09:18 AMGood paying jobs with health benefits
Mar 17 2026 09:12 AMIn permitting don’t let the perfect be the enemy of the good

Mar 17 2026 08:53 AM
Anything that supports money coming in from out of the area. Tourism is good but it doesnt seem like it is enough to keep 
the town going indefinitely.
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Mar 17 2026 08:36 AM
we need better parking downtown more available rentals not so many empties more restrooms and places to enjoy outside 
and park areas

Mar 17 2026 08:33 AMCulture and well designed architectural renovations
Mar 17 2026 08:17 AMAquarium like Monterrey’s and health care would draw more retirees who are good for the economy 
Mar 17 2026 08:07 AMAffordable rent
Mar 17 2026 08:02 AMWork with people rather than against them to foster community for the working class

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM
Housing for staff (housekeepers, wait staff, landscaping, etc). The goal would be housing affordable enough for any single 
parent trying to get by with one of these jobs. 

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM
Encourage, maintain, and enhance small-town appeal along with 1800s downtown character. Keep commercial 
fishing/crabbing alive in Noyo Harbor. Support Skunk Train and work harder to reopen route to Willits.

Mar 17 2026 07:48 AMAffordable shopping for locals. We live here; tourists come and go.
Mar 17 2026 07:22 AM  I'm not qualified to answer this question
Mar 17 2026 05:07 AMOffer guidance/workshops 
Mar 16 2026 11:40 PMDevelop housing and restrict short term rentals
Mar 16 2026 11:19 PMFill empty businesses, bring in more businesses 

Mar 16 2026 10:12 PM

Many of the industries in Fort Bragg have been driven out so we need to focus on the industry that we have left, which is 
tourism. We also need to make it easier for other businesses to come into the areas because right now the laws are so 
stringent.  It is great to keep the small town appeal off, but it is unfortunate that the locals have to drive an hour and a half 
to Ukiah to get basic necessities.

Mar 16 2026 09:47 PM
Help don't hinder locals who want to have a business.  Assist with capital needs, help lower utility costs, work force is 
lacking, no one wants to work

Mar 16 2026 09:29 PM

More business friendly and less restrictions on color of the building. Lower sewer rates for businesses that serve 
beverages ie Coffee, Tea and in house beer. Lots of water is consumed by patrons and doesn’t necessarily go down 
sewer. More parking with some time restrictions. Do away with the loading zone on E Redwood. 

Mar 16 2026 09:28 PMDraw in more year round visitors
Mar 16 2026 09:26 PMEliminate short term vacation rentals along the entire coast of Mendocino County 

Mar 16 2026 09:25 PM
HOUSING. People can’t work here if they can’t live here (and jobs here need to pay enough to afford to live here). There 
should be 4-plexes all over town, and paths to helping longtime renters own their own place to free up more rentals. 

Mar 16 2026 09:19 PMStop making it hard for people to build. 
Mar 16 2026 09:00 PMReduce costs across the board
Mar 16 2026 08:47 PMLarge venue space
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Mar 16 2026 08:19 PM

Focus on housing for our local people (not housing for low income, we already know how that system works), we already 
have enough hotels for tourist too. But our local people are struggling to keep their business open and most people that 
has business in town doesn’t even live here. And why is that? Because housing in this town is a joke, no one can afford a 
good house here, and the available ones are a dump! We had more young people moving into fort Bragg in the last 4 
years, and that’s promising. 

Mar 16 2026 08:14 PMMore University / Education and research labs would be great to bring in younger people.

Mar 16 2026 08:00 PM
Business licenses don’t need to be as costly. My cost is double what it was in Davis. The roads are in really rough 
condition. There’s not sufficient public transportation, maybe encourage ride share, or taxis.

Mar 16 2026 07:50 PMLand space and infrastructure on mill site
Mar 16 2026 07:42 PMZone for more comercial land and reduce   bureaucracy

Mar 16 2026 06:01 PM

Help expediting processes. The city permit process is just a price gouge they provide nothing. Then everything has to go to 
the county where it is often held up for months before any tangible work can occur. Not to mention the environmental 
health and ADA requirements.

Mar 16 2026 05:39 PMMore housing more retail spaces expand central businesses district 
Mar 16 2026 04:08 PMAttracting and/or facilitating the development of non-tourism businesses. 
Mar 16 2026 08:04 AMProvide incentives for small businesses to develop and stay in Fort Bragg
Mar 13 2026 01:27 PMStreamline and sensible permitting process

Mar 09 2026 06:53 PM

Annexation of Noyo Harbor. The City already provides extensive support via city staff and policing as well as utility 
connections. The City provides all the support and reaps none of the benefits. Annexation into the city could result in 
substantial improvements in the Harbor making it an even greater more economically successful amenity to our community.

Mar 09 2026 06:51 PMHousing
Mar 09 2026 02:36 PMthe pace to approve permits could be faster

Mar 08 2026 10:23 AM
Making it easier and faster to deal with regulatory issues and reduction of regulatory loopholes and conflicts.  The monied 
should not always go to the front of the line.

Mar 07 2026 02:44 PM
actually support local businesses and stop fighting them every step of the way. Let them run their business and not back 
stab them.

Mar 07 2026 09:47 AMwork to develop the mill property so that it becomes a world class piece of property that has housing and commerce.
Mar 07 2026 08:44 AMStop messing with your primary economic engine, the railroad
Mar 06 2026 05:24 PMOffer more support; help instead of hinder.
Mar 06 2026 04:39 PMStop suing local businesses. Work with them to restore the local economy.

Mar 06 2026 04:38 PMTourist attraction and accommodation. Combine more visitors with more jobs to increase resident and visitor spending.

Mar 06 2026 03:12 PM
Don't let desired businesses, tenants or projects die a slow death by anti-growth people who have little concern for 
housing, jobs or the future of the town. The City or Council members should not be intimidated by these people. 
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Mar 06 2026 03:00 PMAffordable housing
Mar 06 2026 08:40 AMMore downtown events. 

Mar 05 2026 12:20 PM

Senior services
Medical Availability
Affordable Housing

Mar 05 2026 10:58 AM
Ask tourist-friendly retail businesses what they need and focus on those things or even code enforcement rather than 
implementing business unfriendly policies like vacancy tax.

Mar 05 2026 09:29 AM
Strengthening infrastructure and access to technology. Streamlining and reducing the cost and complexity of permitting 
processes. 

Mar 05 2026 09:24 AMFacilitate permitting and reduce fees where possible. 

Mar 05 2026 08:27 AM
Stop spending so much time & money on attracting tourist. Spend that money to attract businesses that will provide quality 
middle class jobs.

Mar 05 2026 07:49 AMSubsidize industries and education centers that will attract a more innovative, forward looking population.
Mar 05 2026 07:24 AMRelax parking requirements for second units 
Mar 05 2026 07:14 AMPermitting process needs to be quicker and cheaper 
Mar 05 2026 06:51 AMEncourage any business. Franchise or otherwise. 
Mar 05 2026 06:22 AMStop getting in their way. 
Mar 04 2026 10:48 PMMake it affordable for homeowners/businesses to Maintain their buildings.
Mar 04 2026 10:14 PMLow cost housing
Mar 03 2026 04:53 PMHousing affordability 
Mar 01 2026 07:06 PMPreserving the natural beauty 
Feb 28 2026 06:51 PMPreserve natural beauty and coastline to attract talent
Feb 28 2026 10:31 AMUtilize the empty storefronts more effectively. 
Feb 26 2026 12:12 PMHousing
Feb 23 2026 04:09 PMSupport loans and expedited permitting for small businesses

Feb 23 2026 01:32 PM
Ridiculous cost of permits administered by the county in the city's building process. High fees and no inspections!  What 
are the fees for?

Feb 23 2026 10:41 AMCost of doing business of utilities. Hi rent. 
Feb 22 2026 05:21 PMDiversity in types of industries and services that offer employment. 

Feb 21 2026 12:04 PM
NO SKUNK TRAIN DEVELOPMENT!!! THEY ARE BAD ACTORS & DRAIN THE ENERGY OF OUR CITY’s 
LEADERSHIP!!!!

Feb 21 2026 09:49 AMEducation 

Feb 20 2026 06:06 PM
Offering grants to local folks wanting to start businesses, creating a rent maximum for downtown storefronts that sit empty 
because no one can afford the rents. 

Feb 20 2026 04:30 PMStreaming the process to be able to get a business up and running.
Feb 20 2026 11:41 AMBlue economy. Exploit our strength.
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Feb 20 2026 07:48 AMFill downtown empty storefronts with new business & eateries. 
Feb 19 2026 06:31 PMBy streamlining the permitting process and regulatory hurdles that make it hard for small businesses to startup.
Feb 19 2026 03:11 PMSee if you can figure out the needs of the railroad and support their business and work together

Feb 19 2026 03:04 PM

Focused and transparent problem solving skills.

City management, staff and council can contribute directly to local businesses by facilitating solutions oriented policy and 
action. Some of these efforts have already been implemented but are often negated by bureaucratic constraints. 

The city needs to have agency and control of its building department. Businesses start in a structure and the county 
controls that process.

Feb 19 2026 11:40 AMProtect the beauty of the coast, especially the Coadtal Trail, and focus on the history and small town character.
Feb 19 2026 10:31 AMIncentives for locals to create businesses 
Feb 18 2026 07:13 PMNeeds to be open to business and encourage tourism 
Feb 18 2026 05:39 PMBringing inTourists that provide jobs.
Feb 18 2026 03:19 PMReduce permitting costs and complexity
Feb 18 2026 02:03 PMReduce the time from permit application to business opening.
Feb 18 2026 12:03 PMcut the "red" tape, become more pro-business

Feb 18 2026 12:01 PM
Attract a small self contained industry that does not rely on transportation. Software development, oceanic research & 
private industry not more non profits which removes properties from tax rolls.

Feb 18 2026 11:26 AMRegardless of court "public utility " decision  THE SKUNK owners should be "encouraged " to get the Fxxx out of Fort Bragg
Feb 18 2026 11:12 AMI don't know. I'm really not well informed about local businesses so I'm sort of guessing.
Feb 18 2026 08:11 AMImprove medical & housing so more financially stable locals for businesses to   serve.

Feb 17 2026 07:15 PM

Settle your stupid lawsuit with our number one tourist attraction for 100+ years the Skunk train they bring tons of people 
into town. You guys screwed up their first loan where they could’ve fixed everything up years ago on your guys shit you 
guys are a bunch of screw ups go woke go broke.

Feb 17 2026 10:33 AMCut red tape.  Inspectors should be facilitating progress, not blocking it.
Feb 17 2026 10:30 AMLower utility costs 
Feb 16 2026 09:03 PMAffordable housing to encourage younger families to move here.
Feb 16 2026 02:33 PMFlexible permitting. Use/improve what we have. Fill the empty buildings before building a bunch of new ones. 
Feb 16 2026 11:42 AMBlue economy jobs
Feb 16 2026 09:26 AMfunds, definitely funds to help them start out
Feb 16 2026 08:52 AMNot typical tourism corporate retail and overnight
Feb 15 2026 04:52 PMDeregulation, cracking down on homeless 
Feb 15 2026 04:28 PMWorkforce housing within existing 50 acres of undeveloped land that already has water, power, sewer, etc.
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Feb 15 2026 02:27 PMStreamline building permitting process; reduce the permitting costs;  Reduce size & cost of city government.
Feb 15 2026 12:38 PMBetter marketing of city
Feb 15 2026 12:35 PMMarketing the City and its assets as a community to live in, and its beauty as a community to visit.
Feb 15 2026 12:02 PMKeep infrastructure in good and, to the extent possible, visually appealing state
Feb 15 2026 11:12 AMHousing
Feb 15 2026 10:29 AMadvertising grants
Feb 15 2026 09:28 AMAdditional housing.  Electric air taxi facilities. 

Feb 15 2026 09:16 AM
The city should focus on fulfilling their mandates with speed, accuracy and transparency. Maybe that requires additional 
workers. Also, the city council needs to hold more town halls where citizens can ask questions and get answers. 

Feb 14 2026 02:51 PM
strict zoning restrictions that protect our unique strengths--old, historical downtown, nature, beauty, and marine/blue 
economy. 

Feb 14 2026 02:01 PMAccessing healthcare and product availability when shopping

Feb 14 2026 10:29 AM

Support them as they become a model for a small town with local businesses that take steps  to address climate change 
while  creating living wage and fair pay jobs.  This would have a side effect of expanding the current traditional tourist trade 
to growing numbers of people interested in the future of the planet.   Also, sponsor paid work internships at a wide variety 
of local businesses for high school students.

Feb 13 2026 03:30 PMWorkforce training for the trades

Feb 13 2026 09:55 AM

i think the City should focus on developing in fill properties as there are numerous open lots and dilapidated buildings that 
could be developed with affordable housing. i think the coastal property should be restricted to open space as recreational 
resources. i do not think burdening the residents and/or businesses with the costs of developing infrastructure on the Mill 
Site is the right policy. That site and its owners do not have the best interests of the community as a priority. Rather they 
seek to exploit the community.

Feb 13 2026 08:43 AM
The City must focus on nurturing a high density low environmental impact community, with robust educational, healthcare, 
and recreational choices.  

Feb 12 2026 11:04 PMThink environmental 

Feb 12 2026 05:38 PM
Encourage in-fill housing including apartment complexes, encourage expanding technical education opportunities at Coast 
College, discourage airbnb rentals of single family homes and apartments.

Feb 12 2026 04:25 PMWorkforce housing
Feb 12 2026 09:06 AMBEAR program addresses many elements City can control. Support housing initiatives.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
What types of City provided support or incentives would most help local businesses thrive? (Select up to 3)

Answer Choices
Low-interest loans or grants 53.15% 177
Easier/faster permitting 57.96% 193
Façade improvement or bea  37.84% 126
Technical assistance or bus  25.53% 85
Marketing and tourism prom 34.83% 116
Co-working or shared busin  17.42% 58
Other 16.22% 54

Answered 333
Skipped 21

Response Date Other Tags
Mar 22 2026 05:57 AM Not sure

Responses

0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%

What types of City provided support or 
incentives would most help local 

businesses thrive? (Select up to 3)

Responses

110



Mar 21 2026 08:43 PM Quit letting “groups” decide what’s best

Mar 20 2026 10:01 AM
Expanding infrastructure and lowering tax and regulatory hurdles to setting up 
manufacturing

Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM
Businesses are hard enough to start - let alone thrive. This would be an uphill 
battle right now.

Mar 20 2026 08:49 AM
This town is terrible at marketing and it treats its tourist horribly. We need to have 
classes in hospitality for all the businesses and employees.

Mar 19 2026 02:14 PM issue is dilapidated, unkempt downtown business district, i.e. landlord greed

Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM Just let these companies open their businesses and stop living in fantasy land

Mar 19 2026 11:43 AM
Reaching outside our community to bring new businesses and people to town.to 
town

Mar 18 2026 06:40 PM
Help open up unused spaces and facilitate faster permitting to change their use, 
e.g. add a kitchen or partial kitchen

Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM

The most helpful support would be a package for local businesses: hands-on 
permit assistance, low-barrier financing and loan preparation, workforce housing 
protection, and policies that reduce displacement pressures from short-term 
rentals and speculative outside investment.

Mar 18 2026 10:47 AM Let people build no restrictions

Mar 18 2026 08:41 AM
Signage! For example a sign pointing to Glass BEACH so folks don't stumble 
down scary trails!

Mar 17 2026 11:14 PM
Have Empty Building taxes, for both businesses, and (this is more coast-wide) for 
people's second, third, or fourth homes that are NOT people's primary residences.

Mar 17 2026 09:50 PM It let me select more than 3 so I did.
Mar 17 2026 07:34 PM Open mindedness on suggestions for local attractions
Mar 17 2026 06:04 PM Reread the above.
Mar 17 2026 05:55 PM Infrastructure

Mar 17 2026 05:49 PM
Beautification of main street, its actual state confers a sense of decrepitude and 
neglect

Mar 17 2026 02:12 PM Affordable housing
Mar 17 2026 12:38 PM Stop blocking the businesses established that don't follow YOUR agenda
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Mar 17 2026 12:25 PM being in debt is no way to start a business
Mar 17 2026 11:52 AM Affordable housing
Mar 17 2026 10:42 AM Affordable low and middle income housing for blue collar workers
Mar 17 2026 08:33 AM Upgrade in restaurants and cafes
Mar 17 2026 08:17 AM Subsidies for artist housing in downtown to create an art district

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM

You can put lipstick on a pig and build a business that is good on paper but it 
won't survive if it can't find staff. The staff are all moving the lake county because 
it's cheaper.

Mar 17 2026 07:22 AM I'm not qualified to answer this question

Mar 16 2026 09:25 PM
Anything that lets businesses raise their salaries so more people can afford to 
stay here

Mar 16 2026 08:47 PM Rename the city to give direction and meaning
Mar 16 2026 07:50 PM Not a local business owner
Mar 09 2026 06:47 PM Reduce vacant buildings especially downtown.

Mar 07 2026 02:44 PM stop trying to govern businesses and placing regulatory approval on everything
Mar 07 2026 08:44 AM stop messing with the railroad
Mar 06 2026 06:34 PM Worker development.  Skilled trades.

Mar 06 2026 05:24 PM Generally being pro-business and helping develop new housing for employees.

Mar 06 2026 03:12 PM
When the legal challenges happen, like at Grocery Outlet, don't sit on the 
sidelines watching.

Mar 05 2026 06:22 AM Quit putting up barriers!
Mar 01 2026 04:53 PM Positive and patient interactions
Feb 28 2026 11:50 AM Marketing for small technology companies.
Feb 23 2026 10:41 AM Utilities subsidies, tax breaks

Feb 21 2026 12:04 PM

GET RID OF THE STUPID, RACIST DOG WHISTLE “FB FOREVER” SIGNS 
EVERYWHERE. FYI: whenever I see this sign, I REFUSE to patronize that 
business.

Feb 19 2026 06:31 PM Encourage low impact industry or a college be developed.

Feb 19 2026 03:11 PM
The alley in front of my business at 124 E. Pine is a detriment to tourism and the 
attractiveness of the central business district

Feb 18 2026 03:19 PM Supporting Marine based studies
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Feb 18 2026 12:01 PM Encourage private for profit businesses!
Feb 18 2026 11:26 AM What do I know?

Feb 18 2026 08:11 AM
Improve housing & private utility costs. Know startups that closed because 
owners could not find housing.

Feb 16 2026 05:32 PM n/a
Feb 15 2026 11:38 AM Blue Economy
Feb 14 2026 10:29 AM see above.   All should be  multilingual

Feb 13 2026 09:55 AM Prioritization of small business growth and diversifying the business community
Feb 12 2026 11:04 PM Analysis of opportunities presented by our location.
Feb 12 2026 05:38 PM Develop workforce (housing, education)
Feb 12 2026 04:25 PM Affordable housing for workers and families
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Looking ahead, what is your vision for Fort Bragg’s economy in 2035? (In a few words or a sentence: how do you hope the community will look and feel?)
Answered 252
Skipped 102

Response Date Responses Tags

Mar 22 2026 05:17 P
Balanced, good for locals and for those tourists who appreciate a town that does not look like 
every other town.

Mar 22 2026 02:41 PFill the empty buildings downtown not create new buildings at the mill site
Mar 22 2026 05:57 APretty much same. Save the mill from developing
Mar 21 2026 09:17 PI hope that Fort Bragg is not totally gentrified.

Mar 21 2026 05:56 P
We hope that something FINALLY happens on the mill property. It has been too long and too 
much BS. Develop it already.

Mar 21 2026 02:54 P
more infill housing,a waterfront with eco tourism, events, unique eco housing for eco jobs and 
labs, community facilities: soccer field

Mar 21 2026 10:43 AWorld class hub of science, culture and community
Mar 20 2026 03:22 PWell rounded community with not only tourism jobs or those on welfare or elderly.
Mar 20 2026 03:11 PI am eternal optimist but that is a long way off
Mar 20 2026 12:39 PKeeping small town feel!
Mar 20 2026 10:01 AA nuclear power plant in the Rockport area
Mar 20 2026 09:49 AJob training and jobs for young people, activities and businesses to attract young people

Mar 20 2026 09:38 A

ensure that the people who work in Fort Bragg—teachers, fishers, and service workers—can 
actually afford to live there.  The "Vacancy Tax" might be the end of Downtown Fort Bragg as we 
know it.

Mar 20 2026 09:38 A

I have a poor vision for Firt Bragg if things continue as they have the past several years, 
example 5 years for permits to build a Grocery Outlet. No salmon fishing but it’s ok to fish in 
Oregon and Washington.

Mar 20 2026 09:29 AFulfilled vacant commercial buildings & affordable housing options.

Mar 20 2026 09:27 A
Bigger college or university presence with housing for students and researchers, daily direct bus 
service to/from Bay Area, increased population to support local businesses.

Mar 20 2026 08:49 A

I would like us to have a better trade schools for the young kids to grow into AI is going to steal 
all of their jobs otherwise. We must educate, educate, educate, and stop focusing on genders 
and sex in our schools and start focusing on future projects and resources of income for our 
children. We need to have more growth and revenue. We cannot stay too small or we will die. 
We must grow and build and have more hospitality for tourists and more attractions. Build a golf 
course and bring in high-end people build a dirt bike truck and bring in masses of people that’ll 
utilize our resources in town and begin flooding. Our town with revenue and I mean off of bark 
dump not on the headlands. On the headlines we need to build storefronts create more jobs and 
some homes.

Mar 20 2026 07:16 AMore diverse and with good healthcare
Mar 20 2026 12:23 AFewer drugs/alcohol/substances and more personal responsibility, abilities, and skills.
Mar 19 2026 11:08 PIndependent. Green.
Mar 19 2026 10:48 PA thriving waterfront that attracts millions of tourists to Fort Bragg.

Mar 19 2026 10:23 P
I would like to see all storefronts occupied by businesses, unemployment at an all time low, and 
the City's reserve accounts at an all time high.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
How familiar are you with the Mill Site planning effort?
Answer Choices
Not aware 3.14% 11
Heard of it 13.14% 46
Somewhat awar 34.29% 120
Familiar 30.57% 107
Very familiar 18.86% 66

Answered 350
Skipped 4

Responses
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
What do you see as some of the pros of adding new housing or job centers on the old Mill Site?
Answered 291
Skipped 63

Response Date Responses Tags
Mar 23 2026 0  Groun/water contamination 

Mar 22 2026 0  

Although we have many lodgings, campgrounds, and restaurants, we don’t have enough real conference 
centers with large event rooms plus cafeteria plus dorms and hotel-style rooms all within walking distance of 
each other. If we did we could have everything from medical education conferences to pow-wows to larger 
weddings. The mill site is big enough to have this and mixed-type housing and open space and places to park 
and places to rent bikes and daylit creeks and wetlands for birding.

Mar 22 2026 0  None
Mar 22 2026 0  Not in favor
Mar 22 2026 0  None 
Mar 21 2026 0  Housing for who ? The rich ?

Mar 21 2026 0  
More space. Finding housing here is the prime reason folks cant stay. New businesses will.offer more 
employment opportunities which is desperately needed.

Mar 21 2026 0  
no pros for thinking only in the box like the rest of the state. There has to  be development other than Montage 
Resort for the wealthy or Santa Cruz Boardwalk

Mar 21 2026 1  
Job centers that provide true career paths in industries that fit our location - marine sciences, coastal study, 
natural resources - not AI or tech.

Mar 20 2026 0  
Construction jobs ? But we don’t need high density homes or chain stores that blocks the view of the ocean 
from the highway- there’s plenty of areas to build those things inland 

Mar 20 2026 0  more housing needed for sure - no vacation rentals - NOT commercial space
Mar 20 2026 1  Housing and employment expansion are great things

Mar 20 2026 0  

 
 if buildings are low to not obstruct views and earthy colors to blend with nature, maybe more murals this could 
be good

Mar 20 2026 0  

Wrong Place for homes or businesses - the land is still contaminated and is not suitable for housing or 
businesses. I see this as potentially a law suit waiting to happen due to the contamination of the soil and 
watering holes on this property. The human body can not ward off these harmful contaminates. Cancer causing 
pollutants are still on this site. 

Mar 20 2026 0  

I could write a book on this subject. I worked at the mill site for ivermectin 40 years, the last 20 years my 
position of was Maintenance Manage of the entire plant I know everything about the mill site one of the few 
people that still do. Not one person has ever asked me anything about the mill site and I knew every square 
inch of the 350 acre property, and could probably show people plenty.

Mar 20 2026 0  
As long as the City enforces & upholds laws around cleanliness & property maintenance within their 
jurisdiction. Protects the land & beauty of the property. 

Mar 20 2026 0  Growth of local economy.

Mar 20 2026 0  

100% we need to build job centers and new housing on this site. We have enough trails we don’t need 
anymore. What we need is Homes And it’s a brown land anyway it’s already been used. Just start building it 
and let’s do this help our generations to come become known for something. 

Mar 20 2026 0  Bring in more people who can work and contribute to the community 
Mar 20 2026 0  Improves economy, by enabling people to stay and invest in the community. 
Mar 20 2026 1  High end real estate

Mar 19 2026 1  
Housing is good, but it can't be short term or only for luxury customers. Jobs need to be sustainable and 
forward thinking. 

Mar 19 2026 1  New housing will attract more talents to Fort Bragg.

Mar 19 2026 1  

Any type of housing and job centers will put the city in a better place than it already is. I hear a lot of complaints 
from the other side saying they want to preserve the old Mill Site, however, an empty open space is not going 
to bring additional housing and jobs.

Mar 19 2026 0  New Jobs
Mar 19 2026 0  None. Intelligent is growth is needed for a town to survive and thrive.

Mar 19 2026 0  
More housing = lower cost for housing
More jobs = more opportunity for vibrant life in Fort Bragg

Mar 19 2026 0  We need more housing and jobs.  Simple.

Mar 19 2026 0  more local long term housing more local businesses and services except vacation rentals and assc. businesses

Mar 19 2026 1  
The city needs more housing and commercial zones period, if you cry over a view that 5 people may or may not 
have while driving 35 MPH on a highway that is not how to run a city.

Mar 19 2026 1  Any new economic engines would help the community.  Some would help more than others.
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Mar 19 2026 1  
We need affordable housing. The Mill Site could also provide educational opportunities related to the 
ocean…not with big buildings that cut off the spectacular view. 

Mar 19 2026 0  Expand and diversify the economy so we are not totally reliant on tourism
Mar 19 2026 0  We really need housing. There should be a way to balance housing and open space
Mar 19 2026 0  We desperately need both

Mar 19 2026 0  
Housing and educational access is sorely needed. Though I don't know that the former mill site is the proper 
location. 

Mar 19 2026 0  Jobs and entertainment 
Mar 19 2026 1  Housing for locals not traveling employees locals need safe affordable housing
Mar 18 2026 1  None,, there are other places away from the coast 
Mar 18 2026 1  It will be some very needed growth in the community for all facets of life here

Mar 18 2026 1  

Housing is needed but I think this is a terrible place to do it. Possibly “job centers” could work but depends on 
what it is. The site is so breathtaking and a highlight of our town. It should be left mostly to highlight the natural 
beauty of the area. This is what people come for. Some vendors for food (would be a fantastic spot for the food 
trucks) and restrooms, anlong with leaving the bike path that exists, and maybe a park would be great, usable, 
fun, and not overpower the beauty of the space. 

Mar 18 2026 0  Housing and jobs are very needed 

Mar 18 2026 0  the old Mill Site should be a recreation area!
Mar 18 2026 0  They dont currently exist elsewhere...so their existence would....help
Mar 18 2026 0  No pros. It would take away from our beautiful coastline. 
Mar 18 2026 0  we need more housing...for working families

Mar 18 2026 0  
If designed in a way that keeps the small town atmosphere and incorporating housing gradually, it might be 
really nice and beneficial to the area.

Mar 18 2026 0  
I want to see a balanced mix. 
Excessive Height of new construction.

Mar 18 2026 0  should be affordable housing only

Mar 18 2026 0  
We absolutely need AFFORDABLE housing. 
There's a lot of potential out there for vibrant, eco-friendly business 

Mar 18 2026 0  

The coast desperately needs housing, there are people who can't live here as they can't find a place to live. As 
for job centers? Not sure about that, but my mom said she would walk the coastal trail if there were a pub at the 
end of it. Good thinking, mom.

Mar 18 2026 0  Adding Jobs with visitors services, places for family fun, special events, entertainment and Hotels

Mar 18 2026 0  
It should be developed into an environmentally sensitive well planned development, with public coastal access, 
like the Sea Ranch, which has been developed in harmony with nature, and historical input from tribal groups.

Mar 18 2026 0  
New housing is badly needed. Lots of empty storefronts so not sure about job centers. Love the idea of an 
artist open-studio complex with family-friendly workshops offered occasionally. More coastal access needed.

Mar 18 2026 0  Added income and exposure 

Mar 18 2026 0  Affordable housing-good, job centers-if they bennefit community i.e restaurants, not car shops! More park land
Mar 18 2026 0  A desalination plant would add good jobs. Stupid train jobs won’t 

Mar 18 2026 0  

No housing but would love to see something like Monterey shops and restaurants 
Fort Bragg has one of the last open spaces of ocean front property. Therefore it’s very valuable and should be 
treated as such.

Mar 18 2026 0  Reasonable housing development is good and needed, but the Skunk Train visions have been too much. 
Mar 18 2026 1  More jobs, we need more housing. 
Mar 18 2026 1  all successful communities offer a way to make a living close to home, FB is no different
Mar 18 2026 1  Get to it 
Mar 18 2026 1  More jobs help with growing housing and more appealing for families looking to move here

Mar 18 2026 1  

The redevelopment potential is obvious, but the site’s toxic legacy is not a minor detail, it has to be the starting 
point. Any housing or job center there should come only after full cleanup, transparent public review, and clear 
proof that the land is truly safe for the people who would live, work, or gather there. From a planning 
perspective, the pro argument for the site is straightforward: it is a large, already-disturbed property near town 
that could potentially support housing, jobs, and public-serving uses without pushing new growth farther into 
undeveloped areas. But the toxic legacy means any redevelopment case has to be conditioned on verified 
cleanup, exposure-safe land uses, enforceable long-term monitoring, stormwater control, and full public 
transparency, especially if housing is contemplated. In other words, the question is not whether the site has 
potential, but whether the cleanup standard, use restrictions, and residual risks are appropriate for the uses 
being proposed.

Mar 18 2026 1  Bringing more people here and better qualified people 
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Mar 18 2026 1  No lo income housing. Put that on hwy 20 
Mar 18 2026 1  Less housing more public centers
Mar 18 2026 0  Affordability and economic growth 
Mar 18 2026 0  Fill community needs 

Mar 18 2026 0  
Environmental concerns, habitat loss, pollution from increased automibile and truck traffic and blocking of 
beautiful views of the Pacific Ocean.

Mar 18 2026 0  

Would affect the coastal trail environmentally and visually. Also, it would would most likely negatively impact 
the downtown businesses. I don’t have a lot of confidence that there would truly lbe enough low income 
housing that would be affordable. 

Mar 18 2026 0  None
Mar 18 2026 0  If it's affortable that would one thing, but we'd prefer it be with intention (like assisted living). 
Mar 18 2026 0  Affordable housing is key to economic growth
Mar 18 2026 0  will make housing more affordable 

Mar 18 2026 0  
reduction in rental cost
economic vitality

Mar 18 2026 0  New and fresh development
Mar 18 2026 1  More affordable housing is a huge need and could help more people live and stay here.
Mar 17 2026 1  We do need more affordable housing on the Coast.
Mar 17 2026 0  More housing and jobs

Mar 17 2026 0  
Affordable housing would be a benefit and light industry/commercial concerns would benefit tax base and 
provide jobs

Mar 17 2026 0  It absolutely depends on what the jobs/housing sites are, what the jobs are.
Mar 17 2026 0  There are no pros. It's one of the few places undeveloped and it should remain that way

Mar 17 2026 0  
Quit putting housing on oceanfront property..contractors will give 6 low cost units,then jack the price up after 
tenant leaves..there’s plenty vacant lots that could be built on..low cost housing is desperately needed.

Mar 17 2026 0  
It is open space, with some chemical cleanup needed, but there will probably never be a major industrial 
employer here.

Mar 17 2026 0  
Housing wd prob have to be multifamily bc of environmental issues, but that's what we need. Services we are 
lacking cd be out there: light industrial. 

Mar 17 2026 0  
The site is a prime location for major entertainment attractions such as a casino and golf course. Creates many 
jobs as well as a major reason for tourists to visit. 

Mar 17 2026 0  

I don't see any pros and don't believe we need to build more housing. We need to work with landowners to 
offer incentives for renting to locals. We could work towards community land trusts where the people own the 
land instead of wealthy corporate owners and out of towners.

Mar 17 2026 0  Need more info.
Mar 17 2026 0  It’s land that we can use to create economic growth and sustainability. 
Mar 17 2026 0  can't see any
Mar 17 2026 0  Growth for the entire community.
Mar 17 2026 0  Environmental hazards,
Mar 17 2026 0  More opportunities 
Mar 17 2026 0  strengthen the tourism and add local jobs I love that.
Mar 17 2026 0  Water needs, congestion affordability
Mar 17 2026 0  I think this will provide more housing and job, broadening our community. 

Mar 17 2026 0  
Housing and job centers that help people find jobs is good but why mill site?  Please no rich people housing 
developments! We need AFFORDIBLE housing. 

Mar 17 2026 0  We need housing and jobs with living wages
Mar 17 2026 0  We do need housing 
Mar 17 2026 0  None
Mar 17 2026 0  give the kids growing up here more things to do
Mar 17 2026 1  it shouldnt be housing..   I've always said a marine center / marine school  

Mar 17 2026 1  
The coastal views should be protected! No more coastal housing that we can't afford.  Let the skunk train put 
tracks along the ocean front for rail bike use. It brings in more revenue for the whole town.

Mar 17 2026 1  tax income for the city
Mar 17 2026 1  It will let F.B. expand and grow! Which it needs desperately. 
Mar 17 2026 1  Not sure 
Mar 17 2026 1  No cons except where will these people work?

Mar 17 2026 1  

Housing there, if actually approved and built, MUST be equal in appeal and affordability, and not be a new 
wealthiest only Sea Ranch type enclave. 

If business is worked in there, it must not detract from or harm existing and longtime CBD businesses.
Mar 17 2026 1  Both are much needed.
Mar 17 2026 1  Hopefully it will be affordable for people to live a dog friendly.
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Mar 17 2026 1  
It’s a good idea as long as they are priced below the currently over inflated medium price. Houses are out of 
reach for most blue collar workers, the people who the community need.

Mar 17 2026 0  Nothing but pros. Huge value both aesthetically and quality of life for locals. 
Mar 17 2026 0  more housing for low income people and students

Mar 17 2026 0  
Revitalization of prime location that has been an eyesore on our community while providing urgently needed 
infrastructure 

Mar 17 2026 0  Affordability?
Mar 17 2026 0  Add housing and create leverage for environmental cleanup
Mar 17 2026 0  Adding housing and job centers is a pro

Mar 17 2026 0  

housing should not be out there. It should be venue space areas for large events other things that are based 
on the view not just housing or job centers. There’s plenty of other spaces to do that. The natural beauty should 
stay not too many buildings or ends or businesses. Mostly event area spaces and places to do things while 
enjoying the view.

Mar 17 2026 0  Affordable housing
Mar 17 2026 0  Maintain character of natural environment 
Mar 17 2026 0  Would be good if the views are not impacted.

Mar 17 2026 0  Positive if it’s done in a way that doesn’t feel cheap or generic. Otherwise it will be a stain on our community. 

Mar 17 2026 0  

Not sure what they mean by job centers. If they are training centers for trade or skilled labors I'm for it. If it is to 
remind us of all the businesses who are looking for minimum wage workers then I don't think it will be helpful. 
All you have to do is drive around and see signs asking for help. We must have more low income housing. I 
cringe to think they will let the housing go to the highest bidder though- that will no doubt create more vacation 
rentals which we already have plenty of and takes away business from hotels. It must be affordable housing for 
those under a certain income. Dansko filled up and there are waiting lists for people who want low income 
housing. We need to help them stay so they can support the economy. 

Mar 17 2026 0  

Adding literally ANYTHING to the site will eliminate appearance of a town long past its prime. Housing that is 
built strictly in accordance with 1800s through early 1900s architectural styles and size will complement 
downtown character

Mar 17 2026 0  None, you dropped the ball and lost the land.

Mar 17 2026 0  
We need added housing but in order to fill those homes we need jobs available. The Mill Site is a perfect place 
for this to happen. Bring it on!

Mar 17 2026 0  more jobs for locals
Mar 17 2026 0  Both are needed
Mar 17 2026 0  Housing is greatly needed. It will help aliviate this issue.
Mar 16 2026 1  We need more housing and it would be a beautiful location.
Mar 16 2026 1  Cons. Leave natural beauty for the headlands property. Housing can go inland with businesses 
Mar 16 2026 1  Increased opportunities and affordable housing 

Mar 16 2026 1  
It’s great to add some housing but the only housing that is really needed is low income housing and I don’t 
think that is the correct site for it

Mar 16 2026 0  Pros for housing if affordable 

Mar 16 2026 0  
I don't agree with more free housing that place near the hospital is horrible.  I had hospital tests on Friday there 
was a confrontational  set of tenants.  Hospital security said it's a daily occurrence HORRIBLE!

Mar 16 2026 0  
A mix of housing and visitor serving facilities. Single story housing attractively built. Single family homes. Event 
venue with plenty of parking. Open space 

Mar 16 2026 0  More housing might help bring down housing costs.

Mar 16 2026 0  
If we’re not going to encourage people with vacation rentals to house year-round working residents of the area 
we will need to build housing. The biggest tract of empty land in town seems well-suited to such expansion. 

Mar 16 2026 0  Economic growth a boost.  Less homelessness 

Mar 16 2026 0  
No pros for new development! Maximize open space for rewilding of natural coastal bluff and adjacent space. 
Keep development to the east, not the west, of town.

Mar 16 2026 0  Housing is good but need to be low profile and blend with nature.
Mar 16 2026 0  Huge space with lots of opportunities.
Mar 16 2026 0  More growth to our city!
Mar 16 2026 0  Low income housing is desperately needed. 
Mar 16 2026 0  Better opportunities for people to live more affordably and with jobs.

Mar 16 2026 0  
We need housing, but not on the mill site. Putting a bunch of buildings on the site would detract greatly from 
the quality of life here

Mar 16 2026 0  Utilizing space would be a pro
Mar 16 2026 0  I think that is the best for our town

119



Mar 16 2026 0  Affordable housing and good jobs are needed
Mar 16 2026 0  Mostly getting people to agree on anything 

Mar 16 2026 0  I think affordable house would be a real plus. NOT low income working people have to have a place to live.
Mar 16 2026 0  The town is growing 
Mar 16 2026 0  There are other locations that should be considered for job centers and housing.  
Mar 16 2026 0  More places to live good idea . Affordable shopping and access to transportation much needed

Mar 16 2026 0  
There is a definite need for housing. Live/work spaces or multiuse spaces could maximize the property. It could 
help to further centralize the town center.

Mar 13 2026 0  
Not sure why you would need new development for a job center. Utilize the spaces around downtown that are 
vacant for that use instead.

Mar 09 2026 0  Opportunity for development and utilization of "un-used space"
Mar 09 2026 0  Lots of available property
Mar 09 2026 0  Bad Idea.  Too many toxins for living or working

Mar 09 2026 0  
housing: employers will be able to retain employees
job centers: easy access to employment

Mar 09 2026 0  adding live to Fort Bragg is always good but it is a delicate balance with taking away from what it stands for.
Mar 09 2026 0  Housing is needed for workers that live in Fort Bragg. 
Mar 08 2026 0  More options for housing.

Mar 07 2026 0  
economically benefit the area without expanding past city limits. Use the space that the city already has. Add 
more highly desired housing opportunities that would increase the economic prosperity of the area

Mar 07 2026 0  One of the best things the City could do.
Mar 07 2026 0  we need it
Mar 06 2026 0  It will enable more skilled people to live in the community. 
Mar 06 2026 0  It's desperately needed if the town is to survive in the long run.

Mar 06 2026 0  
This is the single best opportunity on the entire California coast. Could become a magnet for high-revenue 
earners that can work remotely and for businesses that can locate anywhere. Why not here?

Mar 06 2026 0  Rising tide raises all boats idea. More there - more for the rest of the town.
Mar 06 2026 0  None.

Mar 06 2026 0  

Critically needed.  Renovating properties through the city is ideal, but we need big housing projects providing 
well thought-out new housing.  Offer a mix of low, middle & higher income.  If we want to retain & attract 
younger & middle-aged people, some of them will want a mixed-used area that can be done on the millsite.  
Others will want calm neighborhoods with nearby views & walks. Do both. 

Mar 06 2026 0  All positive and very much needed! 

Mar 06 2026 0  

None.  There are enough vacant buildings and properties to be developed without commercializing that coastal 
access. 
Housing is a general term.  Be specific.  Examine the Glass Beach housing project.

Mar 06 2026 0  I don’t. Adding more capacity to a town that already struggles to fill its storefronts doesn’t sound like a solution 
Mar 05 2026 0  This is a rare opportunity to build new, well-designed houses and apartments.

Mar 05 2026 1  

We should do everything we can to keep our ocean views. I personally do not feel that housing should be 
scheduled in that area. It would be more feasible to have an aquarium or a center that is dedicated to teaching 
young students about the ocean and the life under the water. 

The Railway will just pollute the property more. :( 

I do not have much faith in the Railway or their MOU. The railway has taken so much from this community and 
wants more. The city of Fort Bragg just rolled over and let them have it. 

Mar 05 2026 1  

We need more housing and new houses in that area will also bring up the value of the rest of the homes in 
town and hopefully businesses also. It may improve our sense of community having a beautiful natural space 
especially if there is a centralized area with shops, like a town square, or a park that draws people to gather. 

Mar 05 2026 1  

Boost to local economy, including jobs, especially if City is more favorable to single family owned homes, 
condos or townhomes and not just more super pricey apartments that will stay vacant. More money for non-
profits like Noyo Center, to grow and create larger, more amenities in a positive cycle. Also more attention on 
hazardous materials correction, mitigation and prevention.

Mar 05 2026 1  Balanced city
Mar 05 2026 0  Needed
Mar 05 2026 0  It is needed

Mar 05 2026 0  Once toxicity is cleaned up. Mixed use community development. Live/work, bike/hike trails, parks, shops, etc. 
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Mar 05 2026 0  It's inevitable - let's just do it already. Less talk, more action. 
Mar 05 2026 0  Good only if affordable or perhaps co-op type house to control resale values.

Mar 05 2026 0  
Job centers can be huge. Look for housing areas to swap in other areas of town oe even annez. The land on 
the Mill Site is too valuable for " affordable/low cost"housing.

Mar 05 2026 0  Could potentially lead to more opportunity for working people.
Mar 05 2026 0  Minimal
Mar 05 2026 0  Housing for purchase. Condos would be good. Should be a mix on the site.
Mar 05 2026 0  It’s not the city’s choice. They don’t own it.
Mar 04 2026 1  In favor of an educational facility. 
Mar 04 2026 1  Increase tax base
Mar 04 2026 1  Low cost housing a must to keep city alive and well and not a second home center.
Mar 04 2026 0  It is a chance for one unified development versus piecemeal over many years. 
Mar 04 2026 0  More support for the locals 
Mar 03 2026 0  Housing is needed, if affordable.
Mar 01 2026 0  None 
Mar 01 2026 0  Opportunity for a better life for some people. 

Mar 01 2026 0  
I think it would be better to develop other parts of the city that have existing infrastructure (sewer, water, 
electricity). I can imagine the Drying Shed as an artist studio/marketplace for artisans and artists.

Mar 01 2026 1  Repair tunnel and connect Willits to Fort Bragg by train
Mar 01 2026 1  Needed housing and industry creating jobs.
Mar 01 2026 0  More opportunity for local residents. 
Mar 01 2026 0  Good but not with the skink train org. 
Feb 28 2026 0  Need to be very careful not to overdevelop. The natural beauty there is unmatched.
Feb 28 2026 1  Bringing it more dynamic people /ideas?
Feb 28 2026 1  Job growth. 
Feb 28 2026 1  Why build this on the most scenic portion of Fort Bragg?

Feb 26 2026 1  

It is not realistic.  It will benefit the initial sellers.  Local people will not be able to buy and it will cost the city 
money to develop. Money for the railroad at the cost of the people. We will lose the last open land along the 
coast in California so a few people can get rich.  There are other places in town to develop.  It will also turn the 
downtown into a ghost town.  

Feb 23 2026 0  It would provide short term economic growth

Feb 23 2026 0  
Priority should be rewilding the area and creating more natural environment for beauty and recreation, not 
commerce.

Feb 23 2026 0  
Any plan needs to consider a by pass through Fort Bragg's main street.  A plan should involve a by pass from 
Pudding Creek to Noyo River West of the skunk train station...NO EXCEPTIONS

Feb 23 2026 0  We need affordable housing 

Feb 23 2026 1  

Appropriate zoning restrictions to facilitate in a well thought out development that would include more 
pedestrian and bike access than vehicles. Truck deliveries need alley access to avoid blocking main roads. 
Commercial development needs residential considerations to give employees affordable living with walkablitity 
to their employment. 

Feb 22 2026 1  None

Feb 22 2026 0  

Housing doesn't belong as part of the growth and development.  I'm shocked this is even presented as an 
option.  There is NO room and you can't grow designated boundaries. Don't waste this opportunity to "grow" 
our community by using it for housing, tourist related businesses, railroad "trolley" transportation or any of the 
other inappropriate proposals.  I'm not sure of the thinking behind any of these proposals.  PLEASE use this as 
an opportunity to develop, expand and grow our community into an industry that is sustainable.

Feb 22 2026 0  Job and tax base creation. 
Feb 22 2026 1  More housing is always a problem as long as it’s geared to affordable for locals. 
Feb 22 2026 1  Great location, fabulous views

Feb 21 2026 0  
Local Owned requirements should be in place to maintain our unmatched local culture.  True Affordable 
Housing should be strongly supported by Regs & Law.  No McMansions or Corporate Chain Business. 

Feb 21 2026 1  our area is in desperate need of affordable housing and job support
Feb 21 2026 1  NO !!!! NO MILL SITE DEVELOPMENT, NOT UNDER PINOLI’S GREEDY HANDS

Feb 20 2026 0  

Should be job/business focused NOT HOUSING: that property should be used for community resources and 
economic development. Housing is the LOWEST beneficial use. City efforts on increasing housing should be 
focused elsewhere

Feb 20 2026 0  

I only see it as a con. It will not do anything good for the community. The skunk train corporation is already 
trying to take all the land they can, while blocking off access to land that people who have lived here their 
whole lives have grown up with. This is not okay to develop this land and to ruin our beautiful undeveloped 
coastline.

Feb 20 2026 0  Fort Bragg has a lot of empty buildings right now.  Growth has to happen for survival.
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Feb 20 2026 1  A natural location if done wisely.
Feb 20 2026 0  Grow grow grow Fort Bragg needs more housing jobs & businesses. 
Feb 19 2026 0  Helps to add to the tax base and economic well being of the citizens.

Feb 19 2026 0  
City seems to be unwilling to follow plans. They have developed and work with the landowner if that could be 
overcome, it would greatly enhance the economics of Fort Bragg

Feb 19 2026 0  

Light industrial, fabrication , lumber and even tech that can benefit from the efficiency of new construction on 
the mill site and can create a balance/compliment to the service and tourism focused economy in the historic 
district. 
Housing can be accomplished in the city by encouraging more ADUs and for the city to exercise more local 
coastal control over planning and building departments that are restricted by the county and coastal 
commission .
Current policies and procedures undermine residents' attempts at  renovation and densification. 
Too much new housing at the mill site may further can exacerbate these concerns creating a bifurcated 
community.

Feb 19 2026 0  

I'd like to see it mostly left open with some natural landscaping added to the areas that was destroyed by the 
Mill. It should be a park for the people. Also, another good way to bring higher-paying jobs to this area would 
be to have an oceanography institute or other educational facility on part of this land

Feb 19 2026 0  We need more housing here to keep people here. 

Feb 19 2026 0  
Like it if recreation and preservation of  coastal recreation is included. (Volleyball courts. & other courts, 
walking Trail and other nature focused activities are also predominantly included

Feb 19 2026 1  None!
Feb 19 2026 1  Green space preservation, outsiders seeing money opportunities
Feb 18 2026 0  No housing on mill site.  
Feb 18 2026 0  Senior housing would be helpful. Job centers would help create employment opportunities

Feb 18 2026 0  

Firstly I do not trust the Skunk train owners and believe the city should proceed very cautiously with them. 
Otherwise, I see a Headlands that is cleaned up and toxically remediated, with creeks day-lighted and space 
for ocean enjoyment and the study of marine wild life.

Feb 18 2026 0  Bad idea.  Take the most beautiful coastal land and turn it over to homeless and drug addicts?

Feb 18 2026 0  
not sure what is meant by job centers. Affordable, possibly multi unit housing would accommodate more mid to 
low earners

Feb 18 2026 1  offer more choices for visitors, which in turn support the local economy, notably retail, hospitality, recreation.

Feb 18 2026 1  

Some housing would be ok but the beauty of the coast should not be impeded in any way, there should be a 
buffer zone or set back from west property line.  Not sure what you mean by job centers? Shops? Training 
facilities? There should be an industrial park established on the Hwy. 20 property to minimize heavy truck traffic 
coming into FB

Feb 18 2026 1  I don't see any pros to this. No new development of that kind should happen west of HWY 1.
Feb 18 2026 1  I think it is a great thing

Feb 18 2026 0  
Housing but only if affordable. Don’t need more McMansions by the sea. Industry should go inland, not take 
chance of polluting sea.

Feb 17 2026 0  Would provide the training needed to improve economy 

Feb 17 2026 0  
you guys should’ve had this done years ago. You guys created the mess fix it. Our community is tired of the 
bullshit that you guys are putting us all through.

Feb 17 2026 0  None
Feb 17 2026 0  Housing that local small families can afford 
Feb 17 2026 0  None
Feb 17 2026 0  Environmental impact
Feb 17 2026 0  Need more upscale multi- unit housing 

Feb 17 2026 1  
Terrible idea.  Using our most precious resource—ocean front land—to cater to those who pay little or no 
taxes???

Feb 16 2026 0  It will allow for affordable housing and more money to come into our community.

Feb 16 2026 0  

No housing, please. The Mill Site property should be developed only for public access, nature ecosystem and 
coastal education of the site. The expansion of the Noyo Center for Marine Science is a must! This Center can 
become a travel destination for visitors rivaling the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 

Feb 16 2026 0  It would help with housing costs.
Feb 16 2026 0  Housing is definitely needed.
Feb 16 2026 0  Housing, jobs, business

Feb 16 2026 0  

If done well and with an emphasis on quality and sustainability, there could be an opportunity for more housing. 
"Job centers" too vague and open to many interpretations. Residents need jobs through which they can afford 
to live here. 

Feb 16 2026 1  Filling the need for affordable housing and sustainable employment
Feb 16 2026 0  Confusion
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Feb 16 2026 0  
More locals can be comfortable about the money they make, with housing it'll definitely help the families in 
need and the graduates who wanna stay in their hometown and get a place.

Feb 16 2026 0  Housing on the Coast would be for Out of Towners and the wealthy. It will destroy community
Feb 15 2026 0  Affordable housing 
Feb 15 2026 0  None

Feb 15 2026 0  
Part of the problem with FB, while it's beautiful with nature, it's also very isolated, expensive to truck things in 
and out. So not ideal for making something that needs shipping.     

Feb 15 2026 0  
What is a 'job center'? The mill site will obviously have to have new housing.  The pros of new housing stock is 
it will increase supply and might even lower housing prices.

Feb 15 2026 1  The currently underdeveloped Mill Site is an eyesore. If we allow development it could be an asset to the town.
Feb 15 2026 1  Needs to happen within limited parameters 

Feb 15 2026 1  
The housing pro is adding a variety of housing options for residents.  Creating jobs will help retain our younger 
population. 

Feb 15 2026 1  None

Feb 15 2026 1  

The pros forget that there are contaminants, no utilities, and a fundamental loss of public good in even 
considering development of old Mill Site; this is a short-sighted idea that is contrary to the established 
community vision for the area. We don't need to create Long Beach here. 

Feb 15 2026 1  Housing
Feb 15 2026 1  Needed housing 
Feb 15 2026 1  Increased housing avaulability

Feb 15 2026 0  

keeping the area with lots of open space, daylighting the creeks, putting walkway and entertainment and 
restaurants utilizing the creeks and open space as a positive while affordable housing is nearby and exclusive 
beachfront homes are excluded

Feb 15 2026 0  We cannot attract new businesses, doctors, healthcare workers, and service employees if housing is limited.  
Feb 15 2026 0  That does not coincide with my desire to keep the natural beauty of the area in tact.
Feb 14 2026 1  I’m for it we can’t keep living like this or this town will die 
Feb 14 2026 0  We need them if the housing is affordable and they don't block the access and view to the ocean .

Feb 14 2026 0  
Why is the city collaborating with  the Skunk. The city should control the development of the mill site through 
zoning. Keep the Skunk out of discussions. 

Feb 14 2026 0  
Nature oriented, blue economy related, yes!...but not exploitative/zoning-free/water sucking  Mendocino 
Railroad Skunk enterprises.

Feb 14 2026 0  
Yes to affordable housing, jobs, trails and open space  maybe a community center and food spot. Clean up 
toxins!

Feb 14 2026 1  none
Feb 13 2026 0  More housing 

Feb 13 2026 0  

i think those issues should be developed on the east side of Highway 1. The Mill Site is an unparalleled lot that 
could draw more tourists if trails and pathways were permitted to return to its natural state. New housing and 
job centers can be developed far more economically within the City limits on vacant lots etc. i object to City 
resources being dedicated to offsetting infrastructure for development of the Mill Site at the expense of other 
areas of FB.

Feb 13 2026 0  NONE!!!!

Feb 12 2026 1  
Supplementing development of unutilized parcels in the existing developed areas of Fort Bragg that already 
have the infrastructure to support development.

Feb 12 2026 0  
Industry development that could support quality jobs for Fort Bragg would certainly be a plus. If homes for 
industrial projects could be found else where that would be even better.

Feb 12 2026 0  Economic diversification.  Affordable housing.

Feb 12 2026 0  

I favor housing adjacent to the already developed north side, leaving some parcels in the south available for 
new businesses and aquaculture. This leaves much of the property for natural beauty and public access to the 
Coast.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
What do you see as the potential risks/cons of adding new housing and job centers on the Mill Site?
Answered 299
Skipped 55

Response Date Responses Tags
Mar 23 2026 0  Lack of views  health concerns, 

Mar 22 2026 0  
If they aren’t thoughtfully planned they could cause shortages of water, danger from dioxin, smog from 
plastic-burning, erosion, or increased danger when crossing the highway.

Mar 22 2026 0  Dangerous contamination to affect both private property and businesses.
Mar 22 2026 0  Preserving natural beauty. Less coastal access. 

Mar 22 2026 0  Ruin coastal beauty and housing would be too expensive. Only 2nd home buyers would be able to afford.
Mar 21 2026 0  Low to medium income priced out.
Mar 21 2026 0  None.

Mar 21 2026 0  
the cost the city/ its citizens will bear for the infrastructure of such development, and repeating the same 
kind of Ca."developers" coastal development 

Mar 21 2026 1  

Residential housing is pretty impractical right on the mill site due to the proximity to ocean and need for 
constant exterior maintenance that is costly/time consuming (take a look at houses on Glass Beach Dr 
etc).  
The type of housing is a consideration (let’s face it, someone’s going to want to sell big houses to out of 
town folks, not starter homes to people here who need that type of housing).  Let’s focus on creating 
housing in the blank spots we have in town and east of town - we have so many empty lots and vacant 
buildings that would be great for housing!

Mar 20 2026 0  
Ruining the look of the old town feel and view of the ocean - but please do not allow the homes to be short 
term rental investment properties- they need to be available for people that live here only 

Mar 20 2026 0  none 
Mar 20 2026 1  More traffic! Blight on the scenic views.
Mar 20 2026 1  The NIMBYists worried about a potential decrease in their property values/
Mar 20 2026 0  Ugly more than one story buildings that obstruct ocean views
Mar 20 2026 0  Contamination 
Mar 20 2026 0  Cancer causing pollutants in the soil and water in this areas. 
Mar 20 2026 0  The land being destroyed or not being maintained & it becoming an unappealing view.
Mar 20 2026 0  Increased demand placed on already strained infrastructure (water/wastewater, schools.)

Mar 20 2026 0  
The risk is greater if you don’t do anything, then we will continue the same results, which are very bad right 
now in our economical situation

Mar 20 2026 0  More congestion but it’s needed

Mar 20 2026 0  
Deters from the coast line aesthetic. But as long as the coast trail is kept open, I think it will be fine for the 
use of this mill area.

Mar 20 2026 1  Wastewater and utilities.  Ecology.  Land stewardship.
Mar 19 2026 1  Mendocino Railroad are fucking dishonest cunts
Mar 19 2026 1  Reduce/changes the natural beauty of the waterfront.
Mar 19 2026 1  None.
Mar 19 2026 0  Is it safe
Mar 19 2026 0  None.
Mar 19 2026 0  None. It's an abandon old site not being used for anything. 

Mar 19 2026 0  
Housing that is unaffordable, burdens to our water system, infrastructure, and resources.  Corporations 
building large facilities competing with small businesses.   Pollution.

Mar 19 2026 0  more short term housing, expensive housing, non-local businesses(chain stores)
Mar 19 2026 1  Some old timer or hippie will cry and threaten to not vote a counsel person back in office.

Mar 19 2026 1  
The biggest risk the city faces with regard to developing this site is giving it over to minor economic 
interests.  The city MUST think big to maximize the potential of the site, and therefore, of the city.

Mar 19 2026 1  Use of water, septic…many people living, working there could negatively impact the natural beauty.
Mar 19 2026 0  Traffic, block views, change the character of fort Bragg to a bigger city feel. 

Mar 19 2026 0  
The skunk train has been dishonest and uncooperative in all its dealings so I see any process that 
involves them as problematic and expensive 

Mar 19 2026 0  Need to build without damaging current assets
Mar 19 2026 0  Loss of open, undeveloped space.
Mar 19 2026 0  None
Mar 19 2026 1  Locals single parents not able to afford
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Mar 18 2026 1  Loss of accessibility to trails and a unique landscape for walking ,hiking,biking for locals and tourism 
Mar 18 2026 1  Lots of red tape inhibiting the needed progress within reason. 

Mar 18 2026 1  

I am fearful adding housing and job centers would obstruct the beauty and views of the scene for 
everyone else. There are so many areas for wealthy people to have their houses by the ocean but taking 
this space away from the public would be devastating for the locals and tourists that visit our town. 
Especially if buildings are more than one story high. I am all for adding these things around town and in 
other areas, but this is NOT the spot. 

Mar 18 2026 0  This is a beautiful wild part if Fort Bragg and it would take away from that. 
Mar 18 2026 0  loss of tourism
Mar 18 2026 0  None as long as the toxic waste doesnt give people cancer
Mar 18 2026 0  Clutter, pollution and unnecessary.
Mar 18 2026 0  might be hazardous to the health of those living there

Mar 18 2026 0  
Keeping it a small-town feeling, rather than building large venues and hotels, etc. will keep it more 
sustainable in the long run.

Mar 18 2026 0  
The California Coastal Commission. 
Caving in to frivolous zealous litigation over meaningless issues.

Mar 18 2026 0  please no luxury hotel or condos nonsense 

Mar 18 2026 0  
Over doing it and ruining a prime piece of ocean front property.  Corporate take over.  Lose the old town 
charm. 

Mar 18 2026 0  

Getting financially over the city's head. Sidewalks, electricity, and infilstructure is expensive! Make sure to 
plan well or start in small areas to be able to complete each portion before moving on. Do not start big and 
have a half finished job, even if it takes years smaller finished blocks are a bigger city accomplishment!

Mar 18 2026 0  
I think putting low income housing projects or apartments is NOT highest and best use for that area. Even 
housing or job centers is Risky 

Mar 18 2026 0  

Yes, new housing of all levels is absolutely needed, but no industrial uses at all. Perhaps, in one area of 
the property, a new resort could employ hundreds and encourage tourism to this beautiful coastal town, 
which would be a boost to all Ft Bragg's business'.

Mar 18 2026 0  Pulls shoppers/diners away from downtown, which is barely hanging on.
Mar 18 2026 0  normal risks involved,  but I believe it to be the heart of a new and better future for Fort Bragg

Mar 18 2026 0  
The rich will just move in to the housing, businesses that don’t add beauty like car repair shops, hardware 
stores.

Mar 18 2026 0  Depends. If the scammy train people are involved; it will mostly benefit them.

Mar 18 2026 0  
No water / infrastructure
Over building and not preserving it’s beauty 

Mar 18 2026 0  

developing too densely and/or too quickly.  It should be done smartly, with a well thought out street and 
green space components. The center part of the property needs to be cleaned up and not just capped and 
left in place.  A restored beach access would be a great amenity

Mar 18 2026 1  Not leaving a nature area between housing and the ocean. 
Mar 18 2026 1  Can't answer this question w/o more info on what types of housing and jobs we're talking about.
Mar 18 2026 1  None have to take risk 
Mar 18 2026 1  Nothing. We need to expand and need competitive pricing

Mar 18 2026 1  

The biggest concern is not development itself, but the risk of normalizing housing or employment uses on 
a site where legacy contamination, unresolved pond and wetland cleanup, land-use restrictions, and 
stormwater questions still require serious caution. If the City moves too quickly, Fort Bragg could inherit 
avoidable public health, environmental justice, legal, and infrastructure risks that are far more costly than 
waiting for transparent, fully protective remediation.

Mar 18 2026 1  Environmental  impact 
Mar 18 2026 1  Sounds like a plan but a nuclear power plant would be better 
Mar 18 2026 1  Public nuisance when it comes to housing. New housing should be more inland
Mar 18 2026 0  None

Mar 18 2026 0  

I don’t trust the skunk train’s motivations. All they are interested in is making money. Ever since they 
bought the property out from the city they have been rude and disrespectful to the community. One 
example being the over doing it on blowing the train whistles. In the past the whistle blowing was 
moderate and acceptable. I have lived here in town for over 30 years. 

Mar 18 2026 0  Affordability.  However, if low income housing is developed, this community will crumble.
Mar 18 2026 0  Prices too high.
Mar 18 2026 0  Could affect the view

Mar 18 2026 0  
many infill sites are already available elsewhere in city
cost of developing infrastructure

Mar 18 2026 0  
degradation of natural environment. stress on fresh water supplies ( I do not favor increased use of Noyo 
River water OR Pudding Creek water to support any Fort Bragg growth)
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Mar 18 2026 0  Out of control development and surrender to forces outside of the area 

Mar 18 2026 1  
If the design of new housing and businesses does not honor the natural coastal beauty it could negatively 
impact our tourism  economy. 

Mar 17 2026 1  

Water and sewage over-usage, under-mitigated dioxin problem underfoot, cluttering of open space, 
distracting tourists from patronizing shops in the denser downtown areas, directly benefiting the Skunk 
Train players and only indirectly benefiting renters/leasers if rates stay low enough.

Mar 17 2026 0  The location
Mar 17 2026 0  That it is not done well

Mar 17 2026 0  

Housing is a benefit for individuals living there (which is super important), however the space being where 
it is (prime coastal), it seems like bigger opportunity would be to make it publicly accessible. Either through 
recreation, walkable community spaces, or something like that.

Mar 17 2026 0  Exploitation of a beautiful scenic site on vulnerable land.
Mar 17 2026 0  It will become inaccessible to the public. It will destroy how it looks now

Mar 17 2026 0  
I think a marine center should be there.. businesses that would support the marine center.. no housing or 
hotels.refer to above..not a big fan of collaborative projects with the train people..

Mar 17 2026 0  The cleanup

Mar 17 2026 0  

We def don't need more retail space,  and adding it wd hurt downtown.  Big fancy housing wd be a prob 
bc those homeowners are likely to be prissy about sharing the headlands. I think some open space 
zealots will be mad.

Mar 17 2026 0  

Housing-No. a waste of prime real estate. 

Mar 17 2026 0  

Habitat disruption, city spreading too far out, setting a precedent that its ok to develop natural habitats 
when there are other solutions which may be complex but worthy of working through. We can get creative 
and do this together.

Mar 17 2026 0  BE VERY CAREFULL WHO YOU ALLOW TO INVEST IN ANY AND ALL PROJECTS!
Mar 17 2026 0  It’s toxic.
Mar 17 2026 0  loss of identity of a historical site
Mar 17 2026 0  I do not see any risks.  Growth is always better for everyone's economy.

Mar 17 2026 0  
City official in fighting, availability of accurate and balanced information, access to support systems (health 
care etc)

Mar 17 2026 0  Mill site chemicals remaining. Over Development destroying natural beauty. 
Mar 17 2026 0  Sensitive environmental issues, water, noise.
Mar 17 2026 0  I do not see any. 

Mar 17 2026 0  
Does not sound risky but like public services. There are other concerns more important than this. Like 
getting Mendocino railway to comply with county planning and not trying to exempt themselves from rules .

Mar 17 2026 0  Losing small town feel and coastal access
Mar 17 2026 0  It is oceanfront property that could be better used for everyone not just a few

Mar 17 2026 0  
More housing brings more people.
We have too many here.

Mar 17 2026 0  cost of everything skyrocketing due to gentrification

Mar 17 2026 1  
Its just not right to plop  houses along that strip!  make it something all can enjoy and get something out 
of..  Marine Center/Marine school          Build it up like Monterary Bay Aquirum 

Mar 17 2026 1  No more housing!!!!!!!!!   Limited large building.

Mar 17 2026 1  
That it would become a gated community.  To be a part of a new FB the streets would need to line up and 
have similar types of names

Mar 17 2026 1  Congestion, that intersection at cypress and hwy 1 needs to be repaved btw desperately 
Mar 17 2026 1  New housing will end up being bought up and used as vacation rentals 
Mar 17 2026 1  Same - housing but no jobs once construction is complete 

Mar 17 2026 1  
I forsee opportunistic land barons trying to make a "killing" at the public's and city's expense, raking in 
millions or more in profits while turning a blind eye on the community.

Mar 17 2026 1  That the buildings will be too tall or ugly/cheaply built.
Mar 17 2026 1  Price of housing and inability for people to get housing. Needs to be dog friendly.

Mar 17 2026 1  
That it destroys local business, collapsing infrastructure, and parking. And brings in people who do not 
keep the money local. that all the homes are over priced and all the residences are for remote workers.

Mar 17 2026 1  
New housing would likely be unaffordable.  I don't know if the city has the infrastructure to support 
extensive building on the property.

Mar 17 2026 0  None. Maybe environmental impact? Hopeful the city has done its due diligence. 
Mar 17 2026 0  i see no risks
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Mar 17 2026 0  
The location may be better suited for recreation opportunities to attract tourism. Also, full remediation is 
crucial for people’s long term health

Mar 17 2026 0  Who can afford 
Mar 17 2026 0  Allowing owners to bury or build on toxic waste

Mar 17 2026 0  
Adding housing and job centers does not mean there will be jobs that provide wages high enough to pay 
for the housing.

Mar 17 2026 0  Loss of coastal beauty and serenity, something that we would never get back. Environmental degradation. 

Mar 17 2026 0  

The risk may be the overtime housing and job center is due become worn down and not very visibly 
beautiful like the view so my opinion it would not be a good idea when you have people living out there. It 
becomes messy.

Mar 17 2026 0  It will be ugly, damage the natural landscape, traffic concerns, lose the cute small town charm, ugly
Mar 17 2026 0  Could be a disastrous development of ugly building. Should keep it open space. 
Mar 17 2026 0  Housing should be low and well designed
Mar 17 2026 0  Block views.

Mar 17 2026 0  
Modern housing and/or commercial buildings will detract from Fort Bragg charm and allure. Need to zone 
appropriately to limit size and architectural features.

Mar 17 2026 0  

Job center will be futile if you can't keep workers here. If the housing is not specifically held for low income 
earners who are necessary for our economy then it will become a vacation community- we don't need 
more of that. In fact the tourists also don't want more of that. Who wants to visit a dying town filled with 
people who are only visiting?

Mar 17 2026 0  Environmental impulses
Mar 17 2026 0  None, it's a win win.
Mar 17 2026 0  lack of reasonably affordable housing
Mar 17 2026 0  Loss of open space, expensive environment clean up
Mar 17 2026 0  Conservation of the natrual enviorment
Mar 16 2026 1  I’d be afraid that the housing would be priced out of range for locals. 

Mar 16 2026 1  Low income is all fort bragg has. This brings homelessness drugs and bad people into our communities 
Mar 16 2026 1  That planning is not well done

Mar 16 2026 1  

It is such a beautiful area and I think a little housing would be fine, but it would destroy the natural beauty 
of the area by just adding housing there. I think it should be used as something that will attract people to 
the area and revitalize our tourism.

Mar 16 2026 0  We can’t fill open business spaces now why add more

Mar 16 2026 0  
THE CITY doesn't have an adequate water supply and drought has been a problem for years. The city 
water system cannot handle more housing

Mar 16 2026 0  
What are job centers? Is that a new term. It’s always nice to have a neighborhood market for the times you 
only need a couple things or for folks who don’t drive. 

Mar 16 2026 0  Might bring in wealthy second home owners further driving up prices for local workers 
Mar 16 2026 0  If you wait too long to do anything on the site you risk building things that will never be occupied 
Mar 16 2026 0  None 

Mar 16 2026 0  
Cons are that SPACE is diminished by development that leaves less natural room for native wildlife and 
open vistas next to the ocean.

Mar 16 2026 0  Removal of nature and view of ocean. More power lines. It will be ugly!!!
Mar 16 2026 0  None

Mar 16 2026 0  
New housing (if not low income) doesn’t pose any risks for our economy. And job centers depends solely 
on what are those jobs centers.

Mar 16 2026 0  
Blocking the ocean view and beach access needs to be considered and minimized. Waste management 
needs to be carefully managed as well. 

Mar 16 2026 0  Ugly, all owned by skunk train and railroad company.
Mar 16 2026 0  Unsightly high rises making a negative environmental impact 
Mar 16 2026 0  Over priced housing or opposite end of spectrum, low income. 
Mar 16 2026 0  None! 
Mar 16 2026 0  Site not being maintained, losing the open nature and coastal feel. 

Mar 16 2026 0  
Potential for over extending our current infrastructure for water and sewer. Also not enough law 
enforcement to sufficiently patrol and keep areas safe.

Mar 16 2026 0  
Damaging the coastal beauty and impacting the natural resource the community shares and joys. Also, 
the cost of creating affordable housing at that site will be high. 

Mar 16 2026 0  Traffic, I walk the coastal trail daily don’t want to lose access to it.
Mar 16 2026 0  Loss of natural spaces and views. Overcrowding of existing/aging infrastructures.

Mar 13 2026 0  
New housing would be great, but it seems the highest and best use will be for developing the tourism that 
will support small businesses and the community

Mar 09 2026 0  City getting stuck with clean up costs
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Mar 09 2026 0  Need to preserve open space as well.
Mar 09 2026 0  Not enough water, cause blight, having outside interests drive the direction of our community

Mar 09 2026 0  

housing: balance need for housing with need for maintaining feel of open space

job centers: balance need for job centers with need for maintaining feel of open space

Mar 09 2026 0  
It might became too commercial with very few people in the community benefitting.  Fort Bragg could lose 
some of its charm.

Mar 09 2026 0  Housing being too expensive at the location. Job centers would not mix with family housing. 
Mar 08 2026 1  Housing could provide a way to increase value.  Job centers could provide economic growth.
Mar 08 2026 0  Eliminating a natural area.
Mar 07 2026 0  none
Mar 07 2026 0  None.
Mar 07 2026 0  just don't let them do it on the cheap

Mar 06 2026 0  

Water is scarce. There are other resources that feel limited in the community like heath care.  There 
maybe hazards associated with building on the coast.  The housing needs to be resilient to climate 
change. It needs to feel like it's part of the existing town.

Mar 06 2026 0  
That the city will continuing to prevent it from happening (having already prevented development for over 
two decades).

Mar 06 2026 0  
Having the city continue to sue people and blow the opportunity... how many years of suing the property 
owner now? 20? How has that worked out for the city?

Mar 06 2026 0  Water shortage? Congestion. 
Mar 06 2026 0  Loosing the open space.  

Mar 06 2026 0  

We need a mix of jobs and housing.  Gotta balance it or it will go badly.  Pay attention to timeline, which 
also means not letting endless fights screwing up that measured approach.  The very people who want a 
healthy town will likely screw up Fort Bragg by fighting everything.  That will create haphazard 
development that progresses in a staggard manner as they each survive NIMBYism.  The City should help 
make a smart plan and then be strong enough to support that plan.  

Mar 06 2026 0  None 

Mar 06 2026 0  

Traffic. Noise.  Disruption to the very esthetic that brings tourism and dollars into our community.  I work as 
a volunteer at numerous sites in Fort Bragg.  Visitors comment OVER AND OVER how much they enjoy 
coming to this area to enjoy a coastline/,coastal area that is UNDEVELOPED. RLOPED

Mar 06 2026 0  Vacant buildings. Just building stuff doesn’t ensure the demand will follow.

Mar 05 2026 0  
The risk is that contractors will suck up all the money and build cheap, ugly buildings that are unaffordable 
to buy or rent and overly expensive to live in, and cannot stand up to the weather.

Mar 05 2026 1  

Blocking the views. The land is still contaminated. Putting housing there could potentially be harmful to 
whomever the unfortunate family to live there. Do we really need more million dollar view homes there? I 
think not!!!

There was mention during the city council meetings of mixed use in this area. I wonder what the property 
owners that own property on the city side of the fence feel about having not only housing but noise 
pollution next to their edge of town homes. What about blocking their views? How high will this go? This 
time will there be story poles? According to the last city council meeting and Marie Jones statement that 
everything North of the Noyo Bridge Ocean side would need story poles. 

Mar 05 2026 1  I dont see any unless there is hazardous clean up that was not properly remedied. 

Mar 05 2026 1  
I really don't see much downside. I'm willing to sacrifice some views for addressing the hazardous 
conditions and improving economy and stock of small, upscale homes suitable for retirees to own.

Mar 05 2026 1  Overcrowded
Mar 05 2026 0  Infrastructure burden
Mar 05 2026 0  Maintaining coastal nature 
Mar 05 2026 0  Tasteful, thoughtful, environmentally sustainable community design/development 
Mar 05 2026 0  Too much tax revenue collected and we won't know what to do with all the money.
Mar 05 2026 0  Vacation homes and people buying as an investment rather than it being affordable housing.
Mar 05 2026 0  None for jobs, c- above about housing.

Mar 05 2026 0  
The housing could be too expensive to be within reach for most families. The job centers could focus only 
on low wage professional skills and not on more innovative or artisan tracks.

Mar 05 2026 0  Over taxing services. 
Mar 05 2026 0  They need to be subject to the same rules and regulations as everyone else.  No exceptions 
Mar 05 2026 0  if done with consideration, it can be good 
Mar 05 2026 0  None
Mar 04 2026 1  It will bring more roads, parking lots, cars, noise, pollution.
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Mar 04 2026 1  

Losing the view
Taking away from the existing downtown
Losing the historic character
Increased water demand

Mar 04 2026 1  Mega mansions would be destructive to character of city
Mar 04 2026 0  That the development is not in step with the community, that it is out of place.
Mar 04 2026 0  The need for more security 
Mar 03 2026 0  Not low income in the most desirable spot for tourism opportunities!
Mar 03 2026 0  Unresolved issues with contamination from the former mill site.
Mar 01 2026 0  Destroying the natural landscape and beauty of the coastline 

Mar 01 2026 0  
Overdoing it and ruining the quiet charm of the town and community.  Making it like everywhere else.  
Doing too much.  Going for profit over quality of life.  Overwhelming existing infrastructure.

Mar 01 2026 0  
Toxins on site. Cost to develop infrastructure. Marring the beauty of the open area around the Coastal 
Trail. I really don’t like the big hotel and rail line around it.

Mar 01 2026 1  Repair tunnel and connect Willits to Fort Bragg by train

Mar 01 2026 1  
Destruction of beautiful coastline and negative environmental impact. Turning Fort Bragg back into a 
“Company Town” controlled by Mendocino railway/Sierra Enery.

Mar 01 2026 0  Housing will be overpriced for locals and job centers won’t bring enough tourists to support them.
Mar 01 2026 0  Remove outside speculative incentives and safeguard local benefits and affordability. 
Feb 28 2026 0  Losing the most precious thing we have-the coastline to be shared by all. Overdevelopment.
Feb 28 2026 0  To close to the ocean 

Feb 28 2026 1  Obviously, the mill site is a special property, what ever is done needs to be done with the highest quality.
Feb 28 2026 1  None
Feb 28 2026 1  A shift of customers from downtown Fort Bragg, adding to more empty store fronts.

Feb 26 2026 1  

It will cost taxpayers money and the existing downtown will be a ghost town. Bad for existing businesses 
and will not expand affordable housing. Will expand high cost
Housing and second homes for the wealthy

Feb 25 2026 0  Blocking views, limits availability to tourists.
Feb 25 2026 0  Water and waste disposal 

Feb 23 2026 0  
It would detract from the old town and diminish the charm and beauty by reducing some of the only 
remaining coastal open space in California

Feb 23 2026 0  
Ugly. Private corporations coming in and taking over the most beautiful scenic part of Fort Bragg, the 
coast. 

Feb 23 2026 0  
Without the by pass mentioned in # 18 the traffic situation will become more horrendous than it already is.  
Or make Main Street and Franklin Street on way each. A solution to traffic flow is critical.

Feb 23 2026 0  

Water availability 
Traffic congestion 
Business competition with established commercial areas

Feb 23 2026 1  

Porly developed infrastructure , planning department consideration on the architectural look of both 
housing and commercial development to insure the present look of the community is passed on to the new 
structures . 

Feb 22 2026 1  
You are taking prime ocean view property and losing future revenue from developing it into tourism 
property, eg. hotel, ocean view open air  restaurant that can put FB on the map for top rated destinations.

Feb 22 2026 0  

Loss of opportunity to focus on potential of the property.  City of Fort Bragg as limited option as do all 
confined spaces,  but the County does not.  Focusing on the former airstrip offers additional means of 
access to Fort Bragg and the entire coastal area and provides opportunities for growth.

Feb 22 2026 0  Inappropriate or poorly designed construction that detracts from the character of the small, coastal city. 
Feb 22 2026 1  Making housing so expensive that only wealthy out of towners can buy there. 

Feb 22 2026 1  
Pollution cleanup.
Health dangers in environment

Feb 21 2026 0  
Wealthy People from far away being sold 'investment property on the coast'.  Strong Regs against short-
term rental entities.

Feb 21 2026 1  n/a
Feb 21 2026 1  RUINING OUR COASTLINE, WE ARE NOT VEGAS , just NO
Feb 20 2026 0  See above TERRIBLE LAND USE PLANNING

Feb 20 2026 0  
Affordable housing would be fine, but only part of the property. This is a big problem in our community is 
lack of housing but I would not want to see the mill sight lined with condos like in Florida.

Feb 20 2026 0  None.
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Feb 20 2026 1  Blend in properly to the nature and not too much development.
Feb 20 2026 0  Travel to FB. Open the train tunnel!!!
Feb 19 2026 0  Do not see any cons.

Feb 19 2026 0  
From my point of view, there is no downside, but but I am concerned with the cities finances. The city 
should allow developers and businesses to move forward and not go deeper in debt as a city.

Feb 19 2026 0  Totally destroy the identity of historic fort bragg - creating new housing for likely new people only.

Feb 19 2026 0  

I do not want to see this area turned into a Disneyland. If money needs to be squeezed out of this parcel, 
then turn it into an upscale golf course, which would have very low impact on the land and bring wealthy 
folks  to town.

Feb 19 2026 0  
We need more businesses to come here but we need enough water to support the housing and 
businesses. 

Feb 19 2026 0  Loss of scenic beauty and recreation especially with “job centered” activities.

Feb 19 2026 1  

Losing the historical, natural, openess and beauty of Fort Bragg to the Disneyland RR, which has already 
started. The character of the town and the needs of its residence need to come first. The noise and 
inconvenience of a non-railroad ride should be controlled, if not eliminated. 

Feb 19 2026 1  Green spaces being less priority - maybe native recognition (unsure)

Feb 18 2026 0  

I strongly oppose housing on the Mill Site because it would permanently compromise coastal access. This 
land represents Fort Bragg’s one once-in-a-generation opportunity to restore the coastline as a truly public 
space after decades of industrial exclusion. Housing is not coastal-dependent and can be built elsewhere; 
public coastal access cannot

Feb 18 2026 0  

The Mill site is an amazing treasure and has potential to be the visitor hub for the whole north coast. 
Putting housing or factories on the site limits that appeal

Feb 18 2026 0  

Big red flag for me, as I said above, is the Skunk train involvement. I also am very 
concerned with the city's infrastructure. Water, sewer and roads, as well as Climate changing and ocean 
rising, I believe should and will limit a huge amount of building and development.

Feb 18 2026 0  
Increased draw for homeless.  It will further deteriorate our scenic resource.  Carmel, CA does not have a 
jobless center and low income housing ocean front.

Feb 18 2026 0  
There still could be toxic issues not discovered or dealt with. Water supply is an ongoing concern. Design, 
visually and livability issues, while maintaining good quality for affordable housing.

Feb 18 2026 1  none

Feb 18 2026 1  
It will affect existing housing & jobs but that is the nature of progress. We need to compete, not be 
supported by the government.

Feb 18 2026 1  

Destruction of nature, loss of habitat, further decline in wild animal populations, pollution, human and 
vehicle congestion, scenic obstruction, increased demand on strained water, power, and trash utilities, 
putting those buildings at risk of coastal erosion and rising ocean level.

Feb 18 2026 1  None

Feb 18 2026 0  
The biggest plus to the economic loss of the mill was opening FB to the light smells etc of sea. Don’t build 
another wall of buildings between Main St and the sea.

Feb 17 2026 0  Traffic congestion increased without improved infrastructure. Parking needs to be considered  
Feb 17 2026 0  Nothing get it done

Feb 17 2026 0  
Unless it is pro tourism, to entice people to the Coast for fun, dining and outdoor activities, then we have 
little chance to compete with Mendocino!

Feb 17 2026 0  
Non ft bragg residents investing in new housing then turning those into rentals that locally employed 
residents cannot afford 

Feb 17 2026 0  Loss of beauty and what makes Fort Bragg special
Feb 17 2026 0  Maintaining coastal access and beauty
Feb 17 2026 0  None

Feb 17 2026 1  

That trashes our most valuable resource.  An ocean front recreational area could be enjoyed by tax payers 
and tourists alike.  Maybe a golf course?  Airplane hangers could be turned into an entertainment venue 
or bowling alley.  The economic impact of Mill Site development will depend on what you put there.

Feb 17 2026 1  

Taking away from the downtown business character . New housing but more single family homes and a 
small sawmill and a runway for small airplanes to land. One story motels and convenience area with some 
restaurants 

Feb 16 2026 0  
It can deplete the cozy tight knit small community we have. It can push out some of the small local 
businesses if we allow big box stores to come in.

Feb 16 2026 0  See above. No housing, please.
Feb 16 2026 0  I’m all for it.

Feb 16 2026 0  Lack of water, overpriced housing instead of affordable housing, traffic congestion, poor management. 
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Feb 16 2026 0  
The beautiful open space along the coastal trail will be mucked up and compromised. Quality and coastal 
beauty will be sacrificed for turning a quick profit. 

Feb 16 2026 1  Increased traffic, increased concentration of ownership, loss of natural open space
Feb 16 2026 0  Water

Feb 16 2026 0  
Tourists moving here and making it less of a community, hopefully it doesn't give it less of a small town 
feeling.

Feb 16 2026 0  The real money leaves town, the real jobs don't come from our community
Feb 15 2026 0  Increased population of city ppl who don’t contribute to the community 
Feb 15 2026 0  Increase in crime 

Feb 15 2026 0  

In adequate characterization and data gaps create risks of environmental issues in actual development, 
especially for housing, childcare centers, or other continuously occupied buildings that may house 
sensitive populations. As discoveries are made, this could thwart the ability to get funding for development 
and create unrealized, liabilities, and excess expense for city taxpayers from the development of 
infrastructure.

Overdevelopment could actually be an economic liability in that a large part of the draw to Fort Bragg is 
the small town field in the midst of immense natural beauty.

Feb 15 2026 0  
What FB really need for affordable housing is Habitat for Humanity. With the mill closing, many folks now 
are on minimum wage or just above with no benefits. Pretty hard to get ahead.    

Feb 15 2026 0  
Again you should have defined the term 'job center'. I don't see any cons of adding new housing. Risks 
would be limiting other uses near housing for example 'heavy industrial' would not work near residential.

Feb 15 2026 1  Development must be done with improved access to public areas, and improvement of those public areas.
Feb 15 2026 1  Cons outweigh the risks but again limiting home size and height. Let’s not lose the view. 

Feb 15 2026 1  
The risk of housing is that it could block the ocean view and be developed for the wealthy only.  I don’t see 
a negative for job centers .

Feb 15 2026 1  Additional congestion and demand for limited resources, particularly recreational 

Feb 15 2026 1  
Why can't we have housing or a job center not on the old Mill Site? The cons are that to do so would result 
in overall loss of community character in development of what is in practice Open Space. 

Feb 15 2026 1  Ruining the coastal land and water
Feb 15 2026 1  Resource availability, traffic current infrastructure to support more development and ghost city

Feb 15 2026 1  
Do not take away the ocean views of the current town. Low income housing does not get upgraded or 
cared for as time passes. 

Feb 15 2026 0  
it turns into just housing for more seasonal visitors who don't add to the character of the town, nor do they 
bring any real interest into the future of our town. 

Feb 15 2026 0  Loss of small-town character.

Feb 15 2026 0  
Cost, listed resources like water for something as.large as they are proposing. Jobs doing what? We need 
to ask that question. Often with big projects even the initial build is done by put of the area workers.

Feb 14 2026 1  None 
Feb 14 2026 0  It would diminish natural beauty and destroy much needed open space.
Feb 14 2026 0  Loss of recreational areas for families 
Feb 14 2026 0  Wild life will be displaced. Possibility of trash and garbage being dumped there.  Noise pollution.

Feb 14 2026 0  

The city could control development with creative zoning that initially allows a small house on a large lot 
with the ability to subdivide after x number of years. Keep as much open space as possible. We should 
encourage the replanting of trees. We have photos of thick forest on the north end of the mill site 

Feb 14 2026 0  
Not enough water, exploitative enterprises destroying the character of our beautiful town and 
coast....small, local businesses being destroyed. Ugliness in our view shed-catering to the wealthy few.

Feb 14 2026 0  Toxins, not well planned or managed

Feb 14 2026 1  

contamination of the site, no housing infrastructure on the site (while plenty is available in town),  
destruction of natural beauty,  profit mainly goes to MR/low paid tourist industry jobs, disneyland type 
atmostphere.

Feb 13 2026 0  
It’s an environmental hazard and probably unsafe place to live. They won’t actually build affordable 
housing, they’ll build condos for out of towners to buy or rent. 

Feb 13 2026 0  

High costs to FB taxpayers with little benefit and potentially catastrophic debt. Currently the owners of the 
Mill Site wants the City to underwrite their development. It is a problematic site with years of environmental 
and logistical problems. Also the plans to extend the RR onto the site are ludicrous and would destroy the 
most important aspect of the site as a natural park. 
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Feb 13 2026 0  

Fort Bragg is remote and lacks the critical economic conditions to support a healthy industrial, commercial 
and manufacturing economy.  Redevelopment of the Mill Site will increase tax burdens on already existing 
residents and businesses.  The debt load will force the city to reduce the quality and quantity of city 
provided services and blight the city for decades.

Feb 12 2026 1  Taxpayers having to pay the high cost of providing services to an area that lacks infrastructure.

Feb 12 2026 0  

There are ample in-fill sites for immediate housing development, and housing away from the coast and out 
of the coastal zone is much more likely to be affordable and less likely to be used as airbnb or 2nd homes. 
The mill site toxins have been remediated to "timber industrial" zoning - zoning changes may require 
further remediation. Fort Bragg downtown has many commercial sites for cute shops and restaurants. 
There are already plans for more hotel rooms up towards Geo Ag. Mill site development is not needed for 
these uses.

Feb 12 2026 0  

The condition of the property is significantly less known than the owners present, meaning that any 
taxpayer investment in infrastructure may be lost when lenders require full characterization and more 
areas prove unbuildable.

Feb 12 2026 0  Financially infeasible.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Overall, what impact do you think redevelopment of the Mill Site would have on Fort Bragg’s economy?

Answer Choices
Don’t know 23.15% 78
Negative impact 14.24% 48
No impact 1.19% 4
Positive Impact 61.42% 207

Answered 337
Skipped 17

Responses
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Please explain your answer above (optional)
Answered 238
Skipped 116

Response Date Responses Tags
Mar 23 2026 0  Cpr

Mar 22 2026 0  

If it was done properly it could reduce erosion, conserve water and soil, generate electricity (wind, solar and 
capturing electricity from gyms), not stir up dioxin, not create smog, and become a place where locals and 
visitors learn, celebrate, hike, bike and work together.

Mar 22 2026 0  See above
Mar 22 2026 0  It would hurt local business.

Mar 21 2026 0  
it needs to be done in a way that cleans up the toxic areas and it needs to not be turned into a resort for wealthy 
people.

Mar 21 2026 0  long term, tourism is too seasonal,  and unstable and not resident based

Mar 21 2026 1  

If we do it right and make it a source of sustainable local pride it will be good!  But if we make a train town for 
tourists with limited opportunity for local folks to have economic participation it will be negative for 97% of 
residents.

Mar 20 2026 1  The more infusion of dollars we can get into town the better
Mar 20 2026 0  Bring more tourists and provide jobs so people don't relocatee

Mar 20 2026 0  
Whit the present negativity in the city council , I’m not sure how things would go, with some changes things 
would be good

Mar 20 2026 0  

In its prime, Georgia-Pacific was our primary employer, and it’s hard to overstate the impact of its absence. Now, 
we face a new uncertainty: Mendocino Railway. Despite their claims of helping the community, their attempt to 
seize more GP land through federal preemption feels less like progress and more like a land grab. Between the 
potential for environmental impact and the noise pollution of trolleys on our pristine Headlands, they are 
threatening the very quality of life we are trying to rebuild.

Mar 20 2026 0  
If developed properly to include new entertainment opportunities, I think it could be a positive impact. Or options 
for all ages groups & not targeting a particular group.

Mar 20 2026 0  More housing for working. Coast line surrounding the mill will still draw in tourism that supports many businesses.
Mar 20 2026 1  They are not making any more real estate, including California coastland.
Mar 19 2026 1  They exist to fuck us
Mar 19 2026 1  It takes additional development to move the city forward by adding jobs and housing.
Mar 19 2026 0  Intelligent growth is needed for a town to thrive.
Mar 19 2026 0  if locally, non-tourist, non-chain store
Mar 19 2026 1  Jobs = Growth = tax revenue = Tourism = community
Mar 19 2026 1  If the city attracts a major new entity to the city, the impact will be enormous!

Mar 19 2026 1  
More people equals more money coming  in and being spent here.More affordable housing would allow people 
to stay, would impact medical community and possibility of personnel remaining.

Mar 19 2026 0  As the development plan has not been agreed to yet, it’s not posible to know what the impact would be.
Mar 19 2026 0  Bad question- it obviously depends on how it is developed
Mar 19 2026 0  More jobs and tourism
Mar 19 2026 1  Depends on how it's used
Mar 18 2026 1  Housing and building not allowing access. Keep it a unique wild area

Mar 18 2026 1  I think added housing for your average working class family will go a long ways in bolstering our economy.

Mar 18 2026 1  
Developing the land would absolutely take away from exactly what draws people to Fort Bragg. The natural 
beauty of the area. The natural plants, a nice place to walk and interact with others, and a panoramic ocean view.

Mar 18 2026 0  Fort Bragg is not an attractive town. It needs a beautiful park
Mar 18 2026 0  Any development will bring jobs
Mar 18 2026 0  Fort Bragg has space available that isn’t being used. Why develop the mill site?
Mar 18 2026 0  Positive change brings positive progress.
Mar 18 2026 0  Given that you are conducting these surveys, it would seem to be a positive outcome or impact.
Mar 18 2026 0  Tourism draw, Jobs, Attention for the Region, Moving on from the 20th Century
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Mar 18 2026 0  depends on what direction

Mar 18 2026 04  
If you build it people will come, open their wallets and out town will grow with all the new jobs they will bring. 
Build housing for all the employees somewhere else near by.

Mar 18 2026 0  Depends on what goes there.
Mar 18 2026 0  I refer back to my answer on #18

Mar 18 2026 0  
almost anything would be an improvement than looking at old cement, wire fences and broken buildings with no 
public access to the most beautiful area on earth.

Mar 18 2026 0  Unless it involves a desalination plant of something with livable wages who cares

Mar 18 2026 0  
Positive only if the infrastructure is put in place to support it and putting that infrastructure in place is in a 
financial drain on the community

Mar 18 2026 0  
If they follow state and local environmental laws, and build thoughtfully, it will be great.  If they keep going the 
way they have been, it will be detrimental.

Mar 18 2026 1  Again, w/o specifics hard to have an opinion if redev. is positive or negative.

Mar 18 2026 1  

At this point, I do not believe the overall economic impact can be judged with confidence. The site may create 
long-term benefits if redevelopment is genuinely safe, locally aligned, and carefully planned, but it could also 
impose serious costs if cleanup, land-use restrictions, infrastructure demands, or public health risks are 
underestimated. In a situation this complex, the true impact will only become fully clear in hindsight, and the 
choices made now will determine whether the outcome is ultimately restorative or harmful for Fort Bragg.

Mar 18 2026 1  More opportunities for locals and tourist. More options for people to enjoy
Mar 18 2026 1  Increased tax base for roads ,schools and police

Mar 18 2026 1  
The train will back to Willits will blow the economy here out the roof! So positive. Just do it and honor the men 
who built it!

Mar 18 2026 0  We are in desperate need of affordable housing and good jobs for working class people

Mar 18 2026 0  More people, more traffic perhaps more crime and gentrufucation of a landmark community on the North Coast.

Mar 18 2026 0  
Building a sports complex would bring thousands of dollars into the community.  Restaurants and hotels would 
be full, tax revenue will be huge.

Mar 18 2026 0  If done mindfully and with intention for the town's long time future.
Mar 18 2026 0  positive, if public access is expanded, and citizen science is encouraged
Mar 18 2026 0  It can bring in $, visitors, jobs, new cultural and development opportunities that the city lacks

Mar 18 2026 1  
If the site is designed with excellent architectural quality and craftsmanship that reflects and honors our natural 
and indigenous beauty it can increase tourism, increase local housing and or jobs, and increase community pride.

Mar 17 2026 1  

It really depends on the details of the ownership of the buildings. I feel very negatively about lining the pockets of 
unethical and entitled-acting players in the Mendocino Railways tangle. The property was purchased WAY under 
market value, in a sweetheart deal, ostensibly so that MRC can use their "railroad" designation to get out of 
important permitting and cleanup steps. I would be loathe to buy developed properties or divided parcels from 
them, and even more loathe to rent from them. I think the wealth garnered from this project should be spread 
diversely into the community, and not funneled through railroad barons. I would feel MUCH, MUCH more 
comfortable about this project if the City of Fort Bragg could buy the land back from MRC for exactly what they 
paid for it and no more, and then subdivide parcels for community members to purchase (for VERY reasonable 
prices, with proceeds going to the City of Fort Bragg) and build in coherent planned ways.

Mar 17 2026 0  Depends on how it is developed
Mar 17 2026 0  Some growth but having nothing there is not ideal
Mar 17 2026 0  See previous responses. It would detrimentally change the identity of fort Bragg
Mar 17 2026 0  I do not trust the train people,they have literally stolen peoples land.
Mar 17 2026 0  Rents would come down,

Mar 17 2026 0  
It's such an uncertain economy,  and we are so remote w few natural reasons for any particular enterprise to be 
located here yhat i think it's very hard to say.

Mar 17 2026 0  
A golf course creates jobs, good jobs, as well as a huge attraction for people to visit. Those people will stay here, 
eat here, and shop here during their stay.

Mar 17 2026 0  

Unless they are affordable housing sites (actually affordable at $1500/mo or less) this will just be more vacant 
properties that are used 3 mos out of the year or rented to tourists. We already have enough of those properties. 
We need actually affordable housing for the folks who live here year round.

Mar 17 2026 0  Depends on what is chosen to fill the space
Mar 17 2026 0  If it’s done well, it could turn this place around.
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Mar 17 2026 0  
Not the best location for development,should be more outdoor, cultural, recreational oriented that for business 
and housing

Mar 17 2026 0  More growth equals more prosperity for the entire community and the surrounding areas
Mar 17 2026 0  Many factors to consider.
Mar 17 2026 0  Are there enough jobs to support development.
Mar 17 2026 0  More jobs and houses will grow our economy

Mar 17 2026 0  
If development produced local jobs and housing. Not against skunk train if they don’t do crass tourist ride  baking 
on headlands

Mar 17 2026 0  It depends on how it is done. Tourists come here to get away from overdevelopement
Mar 17 2026 0  Amusement park with racetrack is a sound use of the land.
Mar 17 2026 1  choose not to take such a big guess.. impact will be what it will be..

Mar 17 2026 1  

More business brings in more revenue for the city, hotels/motels/inns. Also, more revenue for all business 
owners. If there are more options of things to do, it draws a larger amount of tourists and more things to do for 
locals.

Mar 17 2026 1  Done right there it is nothing but positive about it
Mar 17 2026 1  Will along space for new businesses and homes!
Mar 17 2026 1  If it attracts NEW businesses and families to the area.
Mar 17 2026 1  see my prior comments
Mar 17 2026 1  The buildings have to be attractive and allow wild space for deer and birds.
Mar 17 2026 1  It can help revitalize the town
Mar 17 2026 1  High density building would be offensive.
Mar 17 2026 0  housing for medical workers

Mar 17 2026 0  
Beautification is crucial to tourism dollars. What the mill site is currently is only detracting from our economy 
because of the dilapidated look.

Mar 17 2026 0  It depends on if job with more than minimum wages
Mar 17 2026 0  Construction will create jobs and new homes will attract new residents
Mar 17 2026 0  Redevelopment does not guarantee increased income.
Mar 17 2026 0  Depends on what development takes place.

Mar 17 2026 0  

there are so many other areas we could have housing and job centers. It’s just not what I feel like should be out 
there. I feel like it shouldn’t be overpowered with buildings. It should be done aesthetically pleasing to enjoy the 
views which are one of a kind.

Mar 17 2026 0  There needs to be job development before housing, we need better jobs so people want to move here
Mar 17 2026 0  That depends on what the development is
Mar 17 2026 0  If development is minimal and targeted to enhance natural beauty it could be beneficial
Mar 17 2026 0  More jobs, businesses

Mar 17 2026 0  
It has to happen. Overall I’m very pro growth. It’s crazy that the most beautiful land of ft bragg still sits idle. But it 
needs to be built to last and in a way that honors the Mendocino north coast.

Mar 17 2026 0  

I love having the trail and the headlands- it is my favorite part about fort bragg. I can walk from cleone into town 
and even though other nearby towns have headlands they don't have that! that being said, we need more 
housing so I support low income housing. I don't see the appeal of adding more businesses- there are plenty of 
empty stores- just use that space.

Mar 17 2026 0  Cynical reasoning that development will either yield to environmentalist or focus upon expanding tax base

Mar 17 2026 0  
Jobs and housing are the most important factors for a stable economy. Currently, we have neither and you can 
see what direction the city is headed.

Mar 17 2026 0  it will no doubt add some jobs

Mar 17 2026 0  
It'll depend on whether immediate as well as future issues and pros are considered. Especially, when protecting 
nature.

Mar 16 2026 1  With the coastal views and easy walking access to town, it should be a spot that attracts locals and visitors alike.
Mar 16 2026 1  Cost
Mar 16 2026 1  It would show community support

Mar 16 2026 1  

My father worked at the mail and I know that area has a lot of contamination that needs to be cleaned up. I think 
a better use of that land would be a community golf course with maybe some housing in the areas that are not 
contaminated
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Mar 16 2026 0  

Not enough information more housing and trails won't do it. the city never should have let the GP mill close 
down.  I worked for them and haven't had a decent paying job since they left.  the city should be ashamed for 
letting that mill leave and using the land for a park that currenly houses the homeless.  I won't use the park any 
longer because of too many homeless encounters

Mar 16 2026 0  
TOT taxes in the City limits. Single story boutique hotels. More affordable lodging for tourists and a Youth Hostel 
would be great especially for those on a limited budget and the many bicyclists who visit here.

Mar 16 2026 0  Ocean front real estate is limited. Depending on on this space is development could make or break Fort Bragg.

Mar 16 2026 0  Positive impact only if the land is used for the public good and not just to enrich one small business tyrant

Mar 16 2026 0  
People overwhelmingly appreciate the SPACE between the town and the Coastal Trail along the bluff top and 
shore. No one wants development of any kind to encroach on the mill property.

Mar 16 2026 0  No matter what. As long as industries and corporations stay out of it.

Mar 16 2026 0  
More people willing to move here, more money into our local businesses. We shop local, we keep our community 
strong.

Mar 16 2026 0  Hopefully it will allow more people to enjoy the coast and clean up the old mill site.
Mar 16 2026 0  We need more open spaces and coastal access.

Mar 16 2026 0  
Build something that will draw people in. The mil site in fort bragg could be used to draw people to the coast 
which results in positive impact

Mar 16 2026 0  More jobs more housing

Mar 16 2026 0  
If it improves access for all, maintains the science and environmental focus and beauty of the area while 
providing affordable housing for everyday working  families and i would be happy

Mar 16 2026 0  
There is great potential for growth. More housing, jobs potentially an education center of sorts. It would be nice 
to have more family friendly FREE event spaces.

Mar 16 2026 0  More growth and opportunities

Mar 16 2026 04  
To recap, the development will more than likely adversely affect the coastal beauty and our shared natural 
resource.

Mar 16 2026 0  
I think the millsite gives the city a unique opportunity to partially reinvent itself to encourage tourism and business 
growth.

Mar 13 2026 0  
Developing the mill site into an area that will drive more traffic more for small businesses and more tourism tax 
revenue will be beneficial to our community.

Mar 09 2026 0  There are far more opportunities and pros than cons.
Mar 09 2026 0  We need housing and retail growth. Ft Bragg is stagnant.
Mar 09 2026 0  Keep ocean view

Mar 09 2026 04  

housing will allow existing business to retain and attract employees.  more property tax, more business tax; 
creative use of mill site can complement the needs of our community, especially when zoning in the area doesn't 
already accommodate our needs (some businesses can't find space to operate, or to have their equipment 
yards, etc).

Mar 09 2026 0  It has been an open space eye sore for awhile.
Mar 08 2026 1  If properly handled, development could reduce some of our dependence on tourism.

Mar 07 2026 0  
The City and community need more than old retired people, in order to be vibrant it needs young people 
contributing and working to generate a broader tax base.

Mar 07 2026 0  this place is dying without it

Mar 06 2026 0  
I think a smallish mixed use project has the potential to add resources to the community if services were added 
as part of development

Mar 06 2026 0  
There isn't enough housing, or enough jobs, for a vibrant town. We don't want to become a retirement 
community for the wealthy.

Mar 06 2026 04  
This is the opportunity to build the front door to the city- it is the single greatest opportunity in the history of the 
city to do it right.

Mar 06 2026 04  Build it they will come.
Mar 06 2026 0  Pretty sure no one will come to walk through suburbs.

Mar 06 2026 0  
We need a shot in the arm.  Too much industrial and housing is chewed up, and difficult to develop.  The MS is 
an obvious way to make something right now.

Mar 06 2026 0  Feel this development will create a more vibrant Fort Bragg.
Mar 06 2026 0  Visitors who repeatedly come to vacation and enjoy our coastal location will be disappointed.
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Mar 06 2026 0  

The questions is not very well defined. It depends on what type of development if you add more amenities to the 
natural landscape and access it enhances the tourist appeal, which is Fort Bragg‘s greatest asset creating 
access points end of Oak Street and skunk train to the headlines or potentially building a marine museum or 
some other tourist attraction that utilizes the natural beauty of the headlines and drives tourism would be 
beneficial more housing and or the wrong kind of commercial development may be detrimental to other parts of 
Fort Bragg and not increase the tour space regardless

Mar 05 2026 04  Impact could be positive if done well, or negative if done badly.

Mar 05 2026 1  
It is hard to say what impact this project might have because nothing has been decided yet.  I believe that if you 
give an inch to the Mendocino Railway they will try and take a mile.

Mar 05 2026 1  
I could uplift the whole town to have oceanfront homes and businesses. It brings a different energy to a place 
when the ocean is visible and present. A good energy.

Mar 05 2026 1  

If redevelopment happens correctly, it will attract more people with money to buy goods and experiences in town. 
If the City proceeds with its practices of the only favorable housing being huge ugly multifamily apartments, 
failing to mitigate hazardous areas and regulating small tourist friendly retail businesses to death, we will all fail.

Mar 05 2026 1  It will make city more interesting
Mar 05 2026 0  The site is ugly and needs development or restoration
Mar 05 2026 0  Positive impact if it does not become a tacky version of Disneyland!
Mar 05 2026 0  More housing, strong economy, more jobs, increased tourism.
Mar 05 2026 0  Reaping the rewards of enabling access and economic use of a tremendous asset.
Mar 05 2026 0  Assuming it is planned for long term viability for residents and visitors alike.
Mar 05 2026 0  More housing, jobs, presumably entertainment and dining options would increase traffic to the area

Mar 05 2026 0  
As long as it incorporates reasonable public input and doesn't completely go the way of corporate, capitalist 
enshitification it will be better that the massive slab of asphalt we have out there now.

Mar 05 2026 0  Loss of local identity and stressing and loss of local identity
Mar 05 2026 0  Housing is needed, building housing makes for more jobs
Mar 05 2026 0  The town is dying. Amazon has changed the world, We have to adapt
Mar 05 2026 0  Better than a huge patch of polluted ground.
Mar 04 2026 1  Unless planned with a vision to protect nature it could have negative effect. be

Mar 04 2026 1  
If developed for average people a major plus. If developed for the well to do a major loss.we don’t need another 
Carmel.We need a great place for the people.

Mar 04 2026 0  
Hard to know if it will be good or bad. If done right, with open space preserved and it fits with the community and 
doesn’t take 10 years to build, then it will be positive.

Mar 04 2026 0  Growth is always good
Mar 03 2026 04  Right now it’s contributing nothing. Any change to support the community would help.

Mar 01 2026 04  

It is an outstanding place, unique. Careful thought and planning could yield benefit for all, residents and visitors, 
into the future.  But without sensitivity to successful community development it could turn into just another 
place...too expensive, too ugly, too plastic, too overdone, etc.

Mar 01 2026 1  Repair tunnel and connect Willits to Fort Bragg by train

Mar 01 2026 1  
At the minimum it will drive more people (residents and tourists) to Fort Bragg. If done well it can create new 
industry, create a better tax base, drive diversity and add opportunities to locals for better career opportunities.

Feb 28 2026 0  
Adding to much housing on the North end in particular seems bad. Development of the areas closer to town 
make more sense.

Feb 28 2026 0  I would like to see more natural ecosystem
Feb 28 2026 1  As long as quality, and Long term vision is used
Feb 28 2026 1  Jobs
Feb 28 2026 1  Positive impact only if the development serves the needs of the citizens of Fort Bragg.

Feb 26 2026 1  
People come for the natural beauty.  Making it a headlands park would attract more people and bring more 
money to existing businesses.

Feb 25 2026 04  Golf course, destination for tourists would bring in more funds to help the community.
Feb 23 2026 0  Unless traffic is addressed Large development should be nixed

Feb 23 2026 1  
Most of the present available Realastate is in dire need of repair and maintenance. 1/2 of a million dollars for a 
house that need $200000 worth of work is not  achievable housing for anyone given the taxes and wages

Feb 22 2026 1  Make it a first class tourist destination that incorporates with the downtown merchants that creates revenue for all.
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Feb 22 2026 0  
Focus on what is best for the community other than what the relocated citizens and Mendocino Railway want is 
imperative.

Feb 22 2026 0  
Done carefully with restraint and good taste, it would complement and carry onward the unique blend of industrial 
capabilities mixed with the educational and artistic vibes that have a long presence in this region.

Feb 22 2026 1  
I think creating local businesses, local housing and lots of walking paths, parks will draw more people to come 
visit.

Feb 22 2026 1  It could be used as a major tourist attraction

Feb 21 2026 0  Educational Centers for good of our Precious Coast.  And substantial Recreational spaces with small facilities.

Feb 21 2026 1  a new influx of activities, jobs, housing creates a progress that i feel like is essential for our community to grow.

Feb 21 2026 1  
WE ALL KNOW PINOLI HAS USED DONE TERRIBLE THINGS TO INDIVIDUALS AND OUR COMMUNITY. 
HE WILL WRECK THIS TOWN.

Feb 21 2026 0  If done in a way that isn’t flowing the profits to large corporations it could refresh our community.
Feb 20 2026 0  Trenendous opportunities for developing a town center economy
Feb 20 2026 04  More opportunities = hopefully more opportunities for diversified growth to draw people here.
Feb 20 2026 1  Big potential for a large chunk of land. Again, the key is balance of the design idea.
Feb 20 2026 0  More tourism More history & intrerest on the Mill Site.

Feb 19 2026 0  
If the city can move forward and allow current owners to move forward without significant debt, it would be very 
positive

Feb 19 2026 0  

This is all dependent on the details - it a make or break situation that can easily undermine sustainable and 
smart growth. The temptation to develop for development's sake with private investment can destroy the culture 
and economy of not only Fort Bragg but the North Coast. Smart growth will require a long term commitment to 
community.

Feb 19 2026 0  There is very little ocean front property left in California that is open to the people.
Feb 19 2026 0  Housing, some reasonable prices and non-invasive jobs would be an asset

Feb 18 2026 0  If done wrong it can ruin the city's potential.  Putting housing and not encouraging people to come to fort bragg

Feb 18 2026 0  
My concern is housing development being gobbled up by wealthy investors, who contribute minimally but use the 
infrastructure.

Feb 18 2026 0  It depends on how the Mill Site is developed.

Feb 18 2026 0  
Done with care and concern for environmental and other impacts, not doing too much for the infrastructure to 
handle

Feb 18 2026 1  need more infrastructure or the city will fade away

Feb 18 2026 1  

Depends on how it is developed. More housing will be good but will affect present rents. Can’t imagine what kind 
of jobs would affect the community but we need them as long as they are not low paying with no advancement 
opportunities.

Feb 18 2026 1  I don't know.

Feb 18 2026 1  
I think it would bring more money and improve the economy except housing is extremely expensive affordable 
housing would be amazing

Feb 18 2026 0  
If moderate cost housing, then more people will move here. I think new retail & industry should build E of Main 
unless need to be near sea, and then why not Noyo?

Feb 17 2026 0  
If you guys got your heads out of your asses, it would be the biggest most beautiful boutique project on the whole 
West Coast. Nothing like it, but I think you guys are so clueless. You can’t get it done.

Feb 17 2026 0  It depends on what they do.
Feb 17 2026 0  Housing is not an answer,if we don’t have adequate jobs!
Feb 17 2026 0  Depends on regulations and how much use of this site wants to profit
Feb 17 2026 0  I'm afraid you may destroy the special qualities
Feb 17 2026 0  It depends on what the development is
Feb 17 2026 1  The economic impact of Mill Site development will depend on what you put there.
Feb 17 2026 1  More housing with mixed uses

Feb 16 2026 0  
I am hopefully that it will be a positive impact and we will continue to grow our economy while keeping our values 
of small town life and patronship alive.

Feb 16 2026 0  
Only a positive impact will happen if the improvements for local and visitor friendly. We don't need a theme park. 
The natural beauty, weather and friendly local businesses is the draw.

Feb 16 2026 0  We. Need. Affordable. Housing.
Feb 16 2026 0  Depends on how it's done. Are there enough water resources available for redevelopment?
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Feb 16 2026 0  Too many people needing water

Feb 16 2026 0  
it'll help the locals more especially if it's something exciting & fun for everybody's mental health and the tourists 
will like it

Feb 16 2026 0  the current development plan is for a Disneyland kind of development that may or may not survive.
Feb 15 2026 04  Adding more tourist attractions

Feb 15 2026 04  

The current plans for development do not appear to serve the highest beneficial use for the community, protect 
the resources of the existing land, or provide the type of sustainable resilient structures necessary to meet the 
future challenges.

Feb 15 2026 04  When the Boat Yard Shopping Center started. Down town almost died, somewhat like Franklin St now.

Feb 15 2026 0  
Unless another sawmill or industrial complex is going to be constructed there the mill ste will have to be 
redeveloped.  It cannot stay open space as it is the obvious space for the city to grow.

Feb 15 2026 1  Bringing more people to the area, create more of a destination, create opportunities
Feb 15 2026 1  More tourism and more jobs for the local economy.  This may be enough to lower the local sales tax.
Feb 15 2026 1  It should be returned to its natural state

Feb 15 2026 1  
Why can't it be Open Space developed to enhance recreational and Blue Economy opportunities in terms of the 
Noyo Science Center?

Feb 15 2026 1  It is unknown whether the supply and demand will be there and what that will exactly look like
Feb 15 2026 1  Growth is positive for a town. New businesses and housing are a positive step.
Feb 15 2026 0  if done right, it could add much needed housing for locals and maybe even job opportunities

Feb 15 2026 0  
Mill Site development will be positive as long as it prioritizes scenic beauty, access to the ocean, and outdoor 
recreation.

Feb 15 2026 0  
That kind of tourism should not be front and center for fort bragg. We need to work with the public resources we 
have here already. The harbor, the ocean,the beauty of the area

Feb 14 2026 0  
I think we may ruin much of what attracts tourists to come here. Many want to get away from crowded,  
developed, places and experience natural beauty and peaceful places.

Feb 14 2026 0  I am afraid Redwood Rail would destroy natural beauty
Feb 14 2026 0  We need to grow.

Feb 14 2026 0  

In order for Fort Bragg to maintain its small town quality we should discourage over development of the mill site. 
Naturalize as much of the property as possible. I live on the corner of West and Fir. Where are the deer, 
raccoons, skunks, frogs, snakes that used to visit.

Feb 14 2026 0  Whether outcome is positive or negative requires strict planning & zoning restrictions.

Feb 14 2026 0  
We have the opportunity to create a positive space for the residents and tourists where there is none. it should 
be open to the public

Feb 14 2026 1  
Its natural beauty shoud be left as is for the community, public and tourists to enjoy and learn about the natural 
environment..  Not developed except for climate change efforts.

Feb 13 2026 0  Won’t help locals

Feb 13 2026 0  

i have explained a few times above. i see the Mill Site as economically negative impact on the City. It has cost 
the City a lot of money because it is a bad neighbor, a litigious aggressor and continues to pollute our 
environment by using diesel engines and not reporting or cleaning up oil and diesel spills. it fights with every 
level of government and most importantly it does not listen to what most of the people here when they state they 
do not want another coastal development geared to higher income people while blocking access to coastal 
resources.

Feb 13 2026 0  

City already has more than 50 acres of buildable improved space zoned for residential and commercial.  
Pursuing more development floods the market diminishing the value of other already improved buildable land in 
the city.

Feb 12 2026 1  The cost of new infrastructure on the mill site outweighs the benefits.

Feb 12 2026 0  
The development could take away from current businesses, causing the current downtown shops to move or fail. 
Big hotel projects will increase the supply of low wage jobs, and supply few middle class jobs.

Feb 12 2026 04  High risk, high gain or high loss.

Feb 12 2026 0  
It's a great opportunity to add to the City's natural appeal while providing new housing and more diverse 
economy.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Which types of new uses of the Mill Site are most important? (Select up to 4)

Answer Choices
Multifamily Housing for rentals, condominiums and 
senior housing 41.43% 145
Parks, Open Space and Public trails 74.00% 259

Single family homes for Homeownership 22.86% 80

Commercial and visitor serving uses (shops, 
restaurants, hotels, offices and similar uses) 32.86% 115

Job Creating uses (marine, industrial, research, 
production, or year-round jobs) 50.86% 178

Indoor community, event or meeting facility 21.14% 74
Outdoor festival or special event area 45.43% 159
Entertainment/recreation uses (sports, art, cultural 
activities) 43.71% 153
None 1.71% 6
Other 16.29% 57

Answered 350
Skipped 4
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Response Date Other Tags

Mar 22 2026 05:17 PM
Museums that show a sample water-saving, energy-saving apartment and showing parts of what the 
researchers are doing

Mar 21 2026 09:17 PM Keep it open space, nature preserve.
Mar 19 2026 08:46 PM Affordable housing/ grocery
Mar 19 2026 02:14 PM note the only unchecked box above
Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM Casino and Indian Gaming (Give their land back!!!!)
Mar 19 2026 11:43 AM Education! Marine Biology Studies, CA State campus, etc!

Mar 19 2026 11:00 AM
Affordable housing…not expensive homes…we have those on the Coast…need homes for workers and 
families.

Mar 18 2026 06:46 PM Historical Reinactment of Trains, Logging, Mill Work.
Mar 18 2026 01:31 PM Noyo Center Ocean Science Center should be supported by the skunk train and the city
Mar 18 2026 12:07 PM A basketball gym for the youth

Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM

Strategically, I would avoid the most sensitive residential uses and favor the options that deliver public 
benefit with the lowest exposure and liability risk. Public access and open space already align with approved 
coastal planning, while remediation records indicate that some portions of the mill site still carry land-use 
restrictions and unresolved contamination concerns, especially around remaining pond and wetland areas. I 
would be cautious about selecting Multifamily Housing or Single family homes as top priorities unless and 
until cleanup standards, land-use covenants, and long-term health protections are fully transparent and 
clearly appropriate for residential use. I would also deprioritize Commercial and visitor serving uses if they 
mainly deepen tourism dependence rather than creating stable year-round local benefit. If you want the most 
beneficial and least risky mix, prioritize open space, trails, community-serving spaces, cultural/recreation 
uses, and carefully selected job-creating uses, not housing-first redevelopment.

Mar 18 2026 10:47 AM Nuclear power plant. Casino golf course and hotels
Mar 18 2026 10:31 AM BOWLING ALLY!
Mar 18 2026 08:54 AM baseball/softball complex, soccer complex, gymnasium for indoor sports/activities.
Mar 17 2026 09:07 PM Anything that would make it a community space
Mar 17 2026 06:04 PM I would have to be better informed to choose
Mar 17 2026 02:12 PM Noyo science center place for year round farmers market
Mar 17 2026 12:49 PM no housing  MARINE CENTER with open space and entertainment recreation uses
Mar 17 2026 12:25 PM Senior housing and some commercial
Mar 17 2026 11:22 AM Highway one should be rerouted through the mill site to quiet and mellow out our downtown district.
Mar 17 2026 08:53 AM All of the above really.
Mar 17 2026 08:17 AM Low impact housing

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM

Low income housing in multifamily structures- it is the most environmentally friendly and leaves the most 
space for the headlands and the trail. I'd like to have some community spaces like a bowling alley but that 
can go east of 1

Mar 17 2026 07:48 AM Why is affordable shopping for locals never mentioned?
Mar 17 2026 05:07 AM Teen center or family friendly indoor space
Mar 16 2026 09:47 PM Infrastructure that provides living wage jobs
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Mar 16 2026 09:00 PM None ✔️ and None ✔️
Mar 16 2026 08:47 PM Science fun
Mar 09 2026 06:47 PM It will be underwater in the next few decades.

Mar 09 2026 04:41 PM
space to accommodate commercial/light industrial activities that can't be accommodated elsewhere, which 
our local economy needs in order to persist by taking care of our own needs

Mar 07 2026 08:44 AM Railroad

Mar 06 2026 05:24 PM We're surrounded by trails and forests. We need housing and jobs, not more green space on the mill site.
Mar 06 2026 04:39 PM Expand the railroad!
Mar 06 2026 03:00 PM All of the above

Mar 05 2026 12:20 PM How many event centers do we need? The city council was also talking of putting one out Summers Lane.
Mar 05 2026 06:22 AM It’s not the city’s choice. They don’t own it.

Mar 01 2026 04:53 PM

Uses that don't overburden the small community, sensitive ecosystems and remote location.  Big arena, 
entertainments, and conference centers can be found in big cities like LA, Las Vegas, and large population 
centers.

Feb 28 2026 12:40 PM A balanced use
Feb 23 2026 02:21 PM Space for wildlife
Feb 23 2026 01:32 PM A mix of affordable housing and moderate single family dwellings
Feb 21 2026 05:30 PM As much Native Trees/Wooded areas as is reasonable.
Feb 19 2026 06:31 PM Perfect location for a marine studies college with all of the support facilites.
Feb 19 2026 03:11 PM Work with landowner to determine highest best use
Feb 19 2026 11:40 AM Golf course! Visitors need things to do.
Feb 18 2026 01:45 PM Single family homes should not be luxury type, but smaller, affordable
Feb 18 2026 11:12 AM Wildland habitat to help crashing bird populations
Feb 17 2026 07:15 PM all of the above, get something done people are sick of waiting

Feb 16 2026 05:32 PM
A large amphitheater-like venue could be built on the Mill Site. Used for Paul Bunyan events, popular Blues 
Festival event, etc.

Feb 16 2026 02:33 PM
Indoor year round local activities because it's too cold to do stuff outside. Rock climbing wall, trampoline for 
all ages, non team sports activities

Feb 16 2026 01:36 PM Open space recreation is not a new use.

Feb 15 2026 04:28 PM

Expansion of the Noyo marine sciences center to include further research and educational facilities, as well 
as model systems to increase the sustainability and resilience of the community, such as solar, small wind 
and demonstration-level water conservation, and rainwater capture projects.

Feb 15 2026 04:03 PM FB has never set aside any land for any large outdoor event. Has always relied on Private Property.
Feb 15 2026 09:44 AM townhomes or single family homes with ADUs for locals, not rentals for visitors
Feb 15 2026 09:28 AM Electric air taxi facilities.
Feb 14 2026 02:53 PM Whoever controls zoning, controls the development
Feb 14 2026 10:29 AM jobs: marin, research, etc.
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Feb 12 2026 05:38 PM Blue Economy industrial uses
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
What is your reaction to the following specific development concepts for the Mill Site:

Total Weighted Average
Electric trolly connection from the Mill Site to Glass Beach 23.92% 83 19.02% 66 50.43% 175 6.63% 23 347 2.4
Pedestrian-friendly extension of downtown onto the Mill Site 80.35% 278 10.12% 35 6.36% 22 3.18% 11 346 1.32
Hotel/ conference center near Otsuchi Point (Redwood Avenue Exte 30.46% 106 19.25% 67 43.10% 150 7.18% 25 348 2.27
Dedicated outdoor event space for festivals and community events 74.49% 257 15.36% 53 4.93% 17 5.22% 18 345 1.41

Answered 349
Skipped 5
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Even if you generally support redevelopment, what concerns would you want the City to manage carefully? (Select up to 3)

Total
Weighted 
Average

Traffic & congestion 24.28% 76 42.81% 134 313 2.19
Increased demand on housing, services, or 
infrastructure 17.89% 56 46.01% 144 313 2.28
Loss of small-town character 31.51% 98 41.80% 130 311 2.1
Impacts on existing local businesses 34.43% 105 31.15% 95 305 1.97
Scale or pace of development 25.08% 77 37.79% 116 307 2.13
Environmental impacts 20.49% 67 55.35% 181 327 2.35
Level of cleanup of Mill Site contamination 19.38% 62 59.69% 191 320 2.4
Other: 59

Answered 350
Skipped 4

Response Date Other: Tags
Mar 22 2026 05:17 PM The conference center could be net positive if it is also a community center not just a huge hotel
Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM these are all important to our community's future
Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM There is much more clean up then what has been reported

Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM The city has proven they are not able to manage this wisely, 20 years and nothing but talk and time wated.
Mar 18 2026 11:11 PM Make it clean enough for people to grow veggies in their own backyard.
Mar 18 2026 10:34 PM Obstruction of views is a top concern. Nothing above one story and no large buildings!!
Mar 18 2026 08:38 PM Make it safe for the community.
Mar 18 2026 06:46 PM Poor contract management
Mar 18 2026 01:35 PM So the stupid trains just going to mow over the site right? 

Mar 18 2026 12:29 PM

for way too long, ppl have tried to stop development on the Coast by saying there aren't the services or 
infrastructure available, which is an easy hurdle to jump so that's a non-issue. If anything, the increase in 
demand for services would create jobs.

Not Concerned Very Concerned
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Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM

A true downtown extension that primarily means more commercial and hotel uses likely deepens the same 
tourism-heavy development pattern Fort Bragg already struggles with. The city already has concern about 
vacant commercial space downtown, so adding more visitor-oriented square footage is not automatically a 
local benefit unless it clearly fills unmet community needs and creates stable year-round value. On the mill 
site specifically, adding higher-intensity commercial or lodging uses also increases pressure to move faster 
on a property that still carries legal, environmental, and land-use complexity. By contrast, a dedicated 
outdoor space for festivals and community events could be a positive addition if it is genuinely community-
serving, appropriately scaled, and not primarily designed to drive more tourism pressure. Likewise, an 
electric trolley connection to Glass Beach could be beneficial if it improves public access and mobility for 
residents, elders, disabled people, and families in a way that is broadly accessible rather than purely visitor-
oriented. If Fort Bragg does invest in tourism-related amenities, I would rather see them shaped around eco-
tourism, public education, and locally rooted enterprise—such as cultural interpretation, coastal ecology 
learning, guided access, and small resident-serving businesses—so that visitor activity reinforces 
stewardship, creates educational value, and supports local livelihoods instead of simply expanding 
extractive or hotel-centered growth.

Mar 18 2026 10:21 AM Get to it already bro 
Mar 17 2026 09:50 PM This question doesn’t make sense to pick 3
Mar 17 2026 05:55 PM How do we clean it? Where will it go?
Mar 17 2026 02:12 PM Mendocino railway is morally corrupt and annoy be trusted

Mar 17 2026 01:16 PM
apparently it took this town 6 years to approve construction of a Grocery Outlet Bargin Market - this is not 
sustainable lol

Mar 17 2026 12:49 PM I think I clicked more than three      whats with all the limiting on how many to select?
Mar 17 2026 12:25 PM Impacts to citizens all living here.  Development must pay it's own way!

Mar 17 2026 12:14 PM
It's super important to have outdoor activities festival space.  Otherwise,  Paul Bunyan Days will end.  The 
carnival will end,  because there are no other locations 

Mar 17 2026 11:22 AM Rerout main st onto mill site to make central business district calmer
Mar 17 2026 08:17 AM Toxic materials must be cleaned up properly 

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM

I'm most concerned that the mill site will be developed in ways that only help outsiders and not who is 
currently struggling to stay here. Support of current workers and businesses while keeping the open less 
developed headlands to bring in the tourists is my preference.

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM Avoid high-density housing - keep lot size and home size consistent with existing
Mar 17 2026 07:48 AM Drop the lawsuit and get the project going.
Mar 16 2026 09:00 PM All of the development is a greedy Skunk Train money grab?
Mar 16 2026 06:01 PM The powers that be need to start doing something and quit talking about it 
Mar 07 2026 09:47 AM Even if the mill site is fully developed, Fort Bragg is still going to be a small town. 
Mar 06 2026 05:24 PM Hasn't the city done enough to prevent development? Get on with it.

Mar 05 2026 12:20 PM
With the contamination of the property I would think the priority would be the cleanup. Without a cleanup 
these conversations are useless.

Mar 05 2026 10:58 AM

I believe the increased demand for housing will be bifurcated: Need for economical apartments suitable for 
retail workers and urgent need for smallish single family homes to own for retirees/ consumers. The City has 
already approved enough apartments, especially expensive ones with views, most of which will remain 
vacant due to lack of affordability for renters in town and unsuitability for wealthy retirees who want to own 
their own home.

Mar 05 2026 06:22 AM It’s not the city’s choice. They don’t own it.

Mar 04 2026 10:20 PM
Habitat loss is a major concern - it may not look like much to you but there is a lot of wildlife using that area 
now

Mar 01 2026 10:11 AM Daylight the creeks and rivers as well

Feb 28 2026 06:51 PM
Even though I’m for adding much of the proposed ideas I think it is imperative to not put a bunch of housing 
on the North end.

Feb 28 2026 10:31 AM Out of town money dictating development direction.
Feb 23 2026 01:32 PM Support the Coastal Commission against the Railroad project
Feb 22 2026 05:21 PM On the last item of cleanup—mycologists such as Paul Stamets should be consulted. 
Feb 22 2026 10:21 AM Toxic waste danger need thorough cleanup

Feb 21 2026 05:30 PM
Full Access for any 'public use spaces'.  Concerned about people with resource limiting usage for their own 
reasons.
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Feb 21 2026 12:04 PM This will destroy this town
Feb 20 2026 07:48 AM Let’s get moving!!

Feb 19 2026 03:11 PM
At this point, there is enough understanding of the status of the cleanup to move forward with current 
conditions

Feb 19 2026 11:40 AM Get rid of the Pampas grass before it’s too late!!!!
Feb 18 2026 07:13 PM Coastal Access to attract people to come to Fort Bragg for its beauty
Feb 18 2026 02:03 PM Don't turn our coast into a homeless encampment.
Feb 18 2026 12:01 PM It has been 2o plus years!!!! Get something going already!
Feb 18 2026 11:26 AM Skunk has NO place at the mill site
Feb 18 2026 11:12 AM Very concerned about destruction of habitat
Feb 18 2026 08:11 AM If Skunk a partner, then he pays half of clean up. Don’t block view of ocean from Main.
Feb 17 2026 03:42 PM Regulation of housing affordability versus profiteering 

Feb 17 2026 10:33 AM
Redevelopment of ocean front land should enhance this beautiful natural resource to attract taxpayers and 
tourists.  Low income housing and unemployment centers do not belong here!!!

Feb 16 2026 05:32 PM

PLEASE pave the Mill Site runway!!! It's embarassing taking visitors to the Noyo Center's Crow Nest with 
the worst popholed road in town. PLEASE DO NOT HIRE "DANDY CONSTRUCTION" AGAIN. Their 
ineptness, nonprofessional skills and substandard work is shocking. Hire only Mendocino County 
contractors!

Feb 16 2026 02:33 PM
Concerned about light pollution, sound pollution to the outdoor integrity of the headlands and feeling of the 
wild outdoors

Feb 16 2026 08:52 AM the mill site is Zone Timber industrial that doesn't sound like the kind of development we want

Feb 15 2026 04:03 PM
When the Boat Yard Shopping Center opened, Downtown about died, somewhat like Franklin St now and 
that was when the Mill was still running.    

Feb 15 2026 02:27 PM Our state & local governments over-manage everything already. I am sure enough care will be taken.

Feb 15 2026 11:38 AM

The City should not give up the headlands for development of a new commercial hotel or housing out there; 
people live in and visit Fort Bragg because it is not LA. In addition, the Railroad has shown itself to not act in 
the public interest at all, and any negotiation that assumes it will preserve the interests of the public reflects 
poor judgement. 

Feb 15 2026 09:16 AM I don't want the city to have to pay to clean the site.
Feb 12 2026 04:25 PM Building next to a fenced off contaminated brown field (the mill pond and lowland) makes little sense.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 
Economic Development 
& Mill Site Community 
Survey
What aspects of Mill Site 
redevelopment excite you 
the most? (Select up to to 
3)

Answer Choices
New Housing options, 
including rental and ownership 
opportunities 32.86% 115
Job-creating uses 35.14% 123
Parks, trails and open space 53.14% 186
Public Access to the Coast 
and waterfront 46.86% 164
Environmental cleanup and 
habitat restoration 43.71% 153
Shops, restaurants, and other 
commercial or visitor-serving 
uses 24.29% 85
Indoor community, event, or 
meeting facility 12.29% 43
Outdoor festival or special-
event space 29.71% 104
Entertainment and recreation 
opportunities 19.71% 69
Improved streets, utilities, and 
infrastructure 14.29% 50
Nothing about Mill Site 
redevelopment excites me 4.00% 14
Other (please specify) 11.71% 41

Answered 350
Skipped 4

Response Date Other (please specify) Tags
Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM excite seems to be the wrong phrase. We need to do something healthy for us and Fort Bragg.

Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM There is no water access other then the bay, which should be kept closer because of the city sewer
Mar 19 2026 06:30 PM An indoor climbing gym would be cool.
Mar 19 2026 02:14 PM non-corporate/LLC ownership
Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM I would be shocked if in my lifetime something would happen, all I have seen is talk.

Mar 19 2026 11:43 AM
This development MUST bring a whole new community of people to the coast full-time.  This is why a 
college/graduate school campus would be such a boon!

Mar 18 2026 06:46 PM Extension of Railroad History significance to area
Mar 18 2026 01:35 PM Isn’t fort Bragg already letting the dumbfuck train take the mill site?
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Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM

What would excite me most is redevelopment that prioritizes environmental cleanup, habitat 
restoration, parks and open space, and public access in ways that are genuinely rooted in local benefit 
rather than tourism expansion alone. I would be especially encouraged by a strategy that includes tribal 
stewardship and cultural presence as a living part of the site’s future, recognizing that restoration, 
interpretation, and long-term care should be shaped with Indigenous knowledge, relationship to place, 
and respect for the land’s deeper history. I also see strong potential in community-serving uses such 
as environmental education, coastal learning, and carefully designed eco-tourism that supports 
stewardship, public understanding, and resident-serving small businesses rather than simply adding 
more hotels or commercial buildout. If done well, the Mill Site could become a place where restoration, 
accessibility, cultural respect, and locally rooted economic opportunity reinforce one another in a way 
that is both responsible and uniquely suited to Fort Bragg.

Mar 18 2026 10:31 AM Beautiful new train station:)

Mar 17 2026 11:14 PM
Shops, restaurants, and other commercial uses ONLY IF the parcels are privately owned by 
community members OTHER THAN MRC.

Mar 17 2026 02:56 PM College/University/JC or outdoor sports complex
Mar 17 2026 02:12 PM Noyo marine science center
Mar 17 2026 12:49 PM taking bets on how many more decades before something will happen
Mar 17 2026 12:25 PM If you build it they will come
Mar 17 2026 11:52 AM Attracting NEW businesses and families to Fort Bragg.
Mar 17 2026 08:53 AM General growth of the city.
Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM low income housing
Mar 16 2026 09:47 PM Living wage job infrastructure

Mar 16 2026 09:00 PM
Leave the mill site as a historic property that is maintained for wildlife -- like the state park property 
north of Glass Beach/Elm Street

Mar 16 2026 08:38 AM Low income affordable housing for seniors
Mar 09 2026 06:53 PM Marine Science Center
Mar 09 2026 06:47 PM Should not build. Use as art space.
Mar 07 2026 08:44 AM railroad routes and added value to railroad experience
Mar 06 2026 05:24 PM Why just three? Many of these would be good.
Mar 06 2026 03:27 PM "Excite" can be both negative and positive.

Mar 06 2026 03:12 PM
For a coastal town, there are few warm places to sit and enjoy it!  The mill site project will help connect 
us with the ocean.  This is the biggest weakness of FB compared with most towns on the coast!

Mar 05 2026 12:20 PM
I don't think excite is the word but very concerned with what the City of Fort Bragg will try and get past 
the public on this one. The city council has not always been clear with their agenda or goals.

Mar 05 2026 10:58 AM

Re Q25 below, Environmental cleanup ASAP!! Other for Q24: More single family homes suitable for 
wealthy retirees. No rental apartments should be on the Mill Site! We have enough way-too-expensive 
apartments recently approved by the city.

Mar 05 2026 06:22 AM The railroad is doing it. Not the city.
Mar 01 2026 10:11 AM Daylight creeks and rivers

Feb 22 2026 07:35 PM

The redevelopment ideas really don't adequately address local concerns.  Transplants don't want 
development. Everyone wants housing. There are numerous areas locally, most likely not in the City 
limit,  to develop other than pristine ocean front property.  This isn't an amusement part development.

Feb 21 2026 12:04 PM this is BULLSHIT
Feb 21 2026 09:49 AM Would love to see a college of Marine Biology focus
Feb 19 2026 03:11 PM All of the above except the last one
Feb 19 2026 10:31 AM Not the Noyo Science Center
Feb 17 2026 07:15 PM just get something done quit asking so many questions
Feb 15 2026 09:44 AM better traffic routes through town to facilitate through traffic on Hwy 1
Feb 15 2026 09:16 AM I don't want it to happen
Feb 14 2026 02:51 PM Blue economy jobs NOT unskilled service jobs.

Feb 13 2026 08:43 AM
The best use of the Mill Site is open natural space once it is decontaminated.  Remediation is NOT 
decontamination.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Should the items you selected be delivered gradually during the project, or all together upon project completion?

Answer Choices
Gradually during the project 45.26% 148
Mostly during, some at completion 25.08% 82
All at once at completion 10.09% 33
No preference 19.57% 64

Answered 327
Skipped 27
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Are there any uses you do NOT want to see on the Mill Site?
Answered 274
Skipped 80

Response Date Responses Tags
Mar 23 2026 1  Industry 
Mar 23 2026 0  Large multi story buildings
Mar 22 2026 0  anything that burns plastic or produces smog or more toxins
Mar 22 2026 0  All
Mar 22 2026 0  Large hotels, big businesses, restricted access to coastline 

Mar 22 2026 0  
Train ride. Until Mendocino real cleans up the toxicity, they should not be allowed to do anything on that 
property!

Mar 21 2026 0  Expensive hotels - expensive housing .
Mar 21 2026 0  No skunk train

Mar 21 2026 0  
Useless trails and shops / boutiques…. There are plenty of those already and there are plenty of empty 
buildings to hide new shops

Mar 21 2026 0  No. It needs to be used.
Mar 21 2026 0  year around amusement park atmosphere,
Mar 21 2026 1  Vacation rentals, hotels and tourist accommodations. 
Mar 20 2026 0  Short term rentals 
Mar 20 2026 0  commercial, large lodging, government buildings
Mar 20 2026 1  Large infrastructures, building, industry!! 
Mar 20 2026 1  No
Mar 20 2026 0  Housing. I'm sure there must be properties not so close to the ocean to add housing
Mar 20 2026 0  Mill pind

Mar 20 2026 0  

HOTELS
Housing
Industry Plant

Mar 20 2026 0  Low income housing. 
Mar 20 2026 0  buildings over 2 stories tall, casino, heavy industrial
Mar 20 2026 0  Useless, non-revenue producing mindless walking trails
Mar 20 2026 0  More hotels
Mar 20 2026 1  Basically, selfish ones that are directed to conspicuous consumption.
Mar 19 2026 1  AirBnB. Coal train. Stupid cheesy fake cheap shit.
Mar 19 2026 1  More high cost single family housing.
Mar 19 2026 1  No more open space. Open space does not bring in jobs and business development.
Mar 19 2026 0  Anything that is or will have a negative impact on the ocean or planet
Mar 19 2026 0  making the entire space open and not utilizing it to benefit the citizens of fort bragg.

Mar 19 2026 0  
Pure tourist attraction, like extension of Skunk Train or Trolly. These are things that don't directly benefit 
the local community. 

Mar 19 2026 0  A tourist hub diverting people from our historic downtown rendering it derelict with closed businesses.
Mar 19 2026 0  corporate and tourism focused development; non-long term housing

Mar 19 2026 1  
A nuclear submarine base or the Republican Party headquarters. Either of those I would be against.  
Also no Tesla facility.

Mar 19 2026 1  

PLEASE do not waste this enormous opportunity on short-term profits for real estate developers.  If the 
site just becomes condos and shops, providing only low-income service jobs, it won't transform the 
community, and it will never be as attractive or compelling as Mendocino.  

Mar 19 2026 0  
Lumber mill, big box retail, AI data center, off shore oil development support facilities, nuclear energy, 
multistory 3+ floors resort hotel. 

Mar 19 2026 0  
It would be sad to have industrial uses so close to the ocean. Anything high rise should be closer to hwy 
one and not the ocean

Mar 19 2026 0  Nothing ugly, no big box stores 
Mar 19 2026 1  Hotel motel
Mar 18 2026 1  Housing ,strip malls
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Mar 18 2026 1  Undeveloped and unused
Mar 18 2026 1  No big stores!!!! No large buildings. Maybe a small cafe or 2 but no bigger than that. 
Mar 18 2026 0  ...a mill
Mar 18 2026 0  Housing or commercial use!

Mar 18 2026 0  
Closed or no access ..

Mar 18 2026 0  
homes for millionaires
Skunk train  Disneyfication

Mar 18 2026 0  Shops, hotels or large restaurants.
Mar 18 2026 0  Government Offices, Environmental Agency Offices, Legal Service Offices.
Mar 18 2026 0  again, please focus on our community and not about rich outsiders 

Mar 18 2026 0  
Heavy industrial. 
Big corporate businesses. 

Mar 18 2026 04  
No hotels. There are enough hotels in town, what Fort Bragg needs is housing for people to live in full 
time. The Mill Site needs to be Zoned Residential. Just like downtown, zoning RR.

Mar 18 2026 04  No Low or mid income housing !  Anything that doesn’t bring in jobs and income to our town 
Mar 18 2026 04  Industrial
Mar 18 2026 0  Making an alternative downtown shopping area.
Mar 18 2026 0  no
Mar 18 2026 0  tall buildings and hotels.
Mar 18 2026 0  Anything skunk train related.
Mar 18 2026 0  Large hotel's
Mar 18 2026 0  train tracks, golf courses
Mar 18 2026 0  2story structures 
Mar 18 2026 1  Fast food restaurants 

Mar 18 2026 1  

Please, NO CASINO!!!!  I realize that many tribes statewide see this as a way to generate income, but 
after having visited many of these myself I can say, it would be a travesty to pollute such a special site 
that has so much potential with this "easy money" trap.

Mar 18 2026 1  More trails. We have enough of those. No senior housing we have TONS of that. 

Mar 18 2026 1  

I do not want to see any use that risks coastal ecosystems, public health, or human safety, or that 
pressures the City to build too intensively on land with unresolved environmental complexity. I also 
oppose uses that displace locals through short-term rentals, speculative investment, or tourism-driven 
development that weakens housing security and community stability. That is, 
I do not want to see uses that put coastal ecology, human health, or long-term public safety at risk, 
especially on a site with a documented history of contamination and unresolved concern around pond, 
stormwater, and habitat impacts. I also do not want to see uses that displace local residents, reduce 
housing availability, or intensify tourism and speculative investment at the expense of community 
stability. Any future use should be ecologically protective, demonstrably safe for people, and clearly 
aligned with long-term local benefit rather than short-term profit

Mar 18 2026 1  High rise anything. Paid parking 

Mar 18 2026 1  
No more parks or open spaces. Need tax base a power plant would be amazing with casino hotel and 
golf course. Desalination plant improvements to sewage treatment. 

Mar 18 2026 0  For it to sit empty as it has been for years
Mar 18 2026 0  Condominiums, apartments, large homes and minimal commercial develooment

Mar 18 2026 0  
Motels, expansion of skunk train activities into the property, too much development and not enough land 
for wildlife habitat. 

Mar 18 2026 0  Low income housing

Mar 18 2026 0  
High-end homes. Anything that would negatively impact the environment. BRIGHT lights (for birds and 
neighbors). 

Mar 18 2026 0  Outdoor festival area
Mar 18 2026 0  parking lots
Mar 18 2026 0  no
Mar 18 2026 0  Casino

Mar 18 2026 1  
Don’t want to see entertainment options that feel more like a carnival/ Santa Cruz beach boardwalk style. 
Let’s honor the beauty of nature. 
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Mar 17 2026 1  
I do not want to see expansion of the Skunk Train infrastructure in any way. I want financial gains to go 
to the residents of Fort Bragg, and NOT into train baron's coffers.

Mar 17 2026 1  Housing, hotels

Mar 17 2026 0  
I don’t want large housing structures, or any late structures that block the view that people have from 
down redwood (or town). 

Mar 17 2026 0  Railroad extension

Mar 17 2026 0  
Disneyland type development.  There are places in CA and other Pacific states that have done this well, 
why not look outside the provincial mindset.

Mar 17 2026 0  Housing and commercial development 
Mar 17 2026 0  Hotels or housing..
Mar 17 2026 0  Railroad infrastructure.
Mar 17 2026 0  Leaving it to waste 
Mar 17 2026 0  Housing, shops, restaurants
Mar 17 2026 0  Gaming and slots
Mar 17 2026 0  A casino. A resort. A WalMart
Mar 17 2026 0  Anything related to the fake rail transportation company
Mar 17 2026 0  Trains
Mar 17 2026 0  Any thing overly expensive — needs to be accessible to locals 
Mar 17 2026 0  Railroad expansion. 
Mar 17 2026 0  Factory. 
Mar 17 2026 0  No golf course! No big rich people houses. More community benefits. 
Mar 17 2026 0  Home ownership or any extension of the Skunk train
Mar 17 2026 0  Housing, commercial industry.

Mar 17 2026 0  
housing above $800k and $4k/mo condos or anything that vaguely resembles an Homeowners 
Association

Mar 17 2026 1  
HOUSING   ANY AND ALL    CRAP ASS SLEEZY HOTELS..  Put one back in the spot north of TOWN 
where one use to be.. That was suppose to be a place for meetings too  etc.... 

Mar 17 2026 1  No high rises, housing, grocery stores, pot shops, gas stations
Mar 17 2026 1  No amusement parks PLEASE
Mar 17 2026 1  No

Mar 17 2026 1  
No SKINK TRAIN Eminent Domain BS. 
NO TROLLEY to Glass Beach! 

Mar 17 2026 1  NO "BIG BOX" CHAIN COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
Mar 17 2026 1  High rise pack and stack apartments
Mar 17 2026 1  No

Mar 17 2026 1  
no more luxury houses, market rate rentals or commercial restaurants/shops. We don’t need more 
overpriced homes or retail businesses. 

Mar 17 2026 1  High rise buildings, high density housing, hard surfacing...concrete and asphalt
Mar 17 2026 0  degradation of environment
Mar 17 2026 0  Industrial use
Mar 17 2026 0  Big box stores, commercial use not associated with the ocean/open space

Mar 17 2026 0  
A true extension of down town seems like a bad idea. More space for businesses to open and then fail is 
not the answer. 

Mar 17 2026 0  
I would hate to see the train running along the coastal trail.
Too much congestion. 

Mar 17 2026 0  large parking lot should not be out there. People should be parked and transitioned in.
Mar 17 2026 0  Hotels, multistory buildings, condos, non-local businesses
Mar 17 2026 0  Convention center, private housing for wealthy people, amusement park, cars
Mar 17 2026 0  Railroad tracks, trains
Mar 17 2026 0  short term rentals
Mar 17 2026 0  NOT dedicated as mere “open space”
Mar 17 2026 0  Mendocino railway 
Mar 17 2026 0  Does it matter what locals want or don't want?
Mar 17 2026 0  private single family homes ( almost certainly would be totally unaffordable for any local worker)
Mar 17 2026 0  High rise buildings 
Mar 17 2026 0  Commercial
Mar 16 2026 1  Luxury housing or hotels. 
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Mar 16 2026 1  
Low income housing. No low income housing!!! It brings drugs, riff-raffs, thiefs, trashy people. No 
housing complexs

Mar 16 2026 1  Low income housing 
Mar 16 2026 0  More hotels
Mar 16 2026 0  no housing and no more parks
Mar 16 2026 0  Multi story apartment complexes or buildings. 
Mar 16 2026 0  Anything that feels like a Skunk Train Amusement Park 

Mar 16 2026 0  

YES!! I want to see the mill site added to the State Park property, and taken out of greedy developer's 
hands. 
The city should have oversight of it as State Parkland, and the Skunk Train should remediate the toxins 
and then get out!

Mar 16 2026 0  Tall buildings, industrial ugliness and loadness.  Businesses and shops.
Mar 16 2026 0  Low income housing.

Mar 16 2026 0  

No more hotels.
No more restaurants.
No low income housing. (PLEASE) 
No more senior housing.

Mar 16 2026 0  Tall multistory hotels or buildings that block the view should not be considered. 
Mar 16 2026 0  big resorts / hotels that are not usable by the people who live here
Mar 16 2026 0  Don’t pave paradise 

Mar 16 2026 0  Housing. It will end up either low income or over priced because both never are in the same place. 
Mar 16 2026 0  More hotels 
Mar 16 2026 0  Major industrial use, anything that blocks public access, multi million dollar homes 
Mar 16 2026 0  No corporate fast food chains
Mar 16 2026 0  Quit with the pet friendly make something for kids and families.
Mar 16 2026 04  Hotels, restaurants and large structures. 
Mar 16 2026 0  Large hotels or businesses blocking access to coastal trail
Mar 16 2026 0  I would not want to see it monopolized by large corporate entities.
Mar 13 2026 0  Low end development. 
Mar 09 2026 0  N/A
Mar 09 2026 0  The train
Mar 09 2026 0  No Train or trolley

Mar 09 2026 04  

private homes larger than the average Fort Bragg home size

do not want to see industrial uses prohibited, unless the City creates space elsewhere for industrial
Mar 09 2026 0  to monopolize the gains while taking way from the citizens of the town.
Mar 08 2026 1  Skunk train involvment
Mar 08 2026 0  More hotels and AirBnBs
Mar 07 2026 0  it being left as a giant park
Mar 07 2026 0  blue economy sounds great but no one is making it happen because it is a chimera

Mar 06 2026 0  
Giant housing development, think suburban sprawl with houses on top of each other isolated from 
downtown.  Like those developments on outskirts of SF Bay.

Mar 06 2026 0  
Greenspace (we have enough all around us). And unusable facilities (like more wastewater treatment, 
etc. that we need but why does it have to be on the coast where hotels, housing, etc. would be best)?

Mar 06 2026 04  Blue economy nonsense...
Mar 06 2026 04  Auto dealership. Big box store. Single use commercial office building.
Mar 06 2026 0  Hotels, housing, amusement rides.
Mar 06 2026 0  Nimby Protests.  :-) 

Mar 06 2026 0  
Hotels, any type of  electric, or gas transportation, and especially any development that does not benefit 
the people and city of Fort Bragg.  Private gain at the public's expense 

Mar 06 2026 0  No more retail. 

Mar 05 2026 04  
Hotels and conference centers. I want areas that we locals can use, not complexes that use up acreage 
that we will only see if we work there.
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Mar 05 2026 1  

high rise apartments 
Mixed use housing -- like the plan on the south side of the Noyo bridge. Housing and hotel lodging in the 
same facility - you are asking for trouble with this. 
Buildings that block the views. 
Pollution coming out of smoke stacks. 

Mar 05 2026 1  Industrial

Mar 05 2026 1  
No Multifamily rental apartments! Enough already. It's not the right place for apartments, which need to 
be affordable for the retail workforce. It IS the right place for single family homes suitable for retirees.

Mar 05 2026 0  Stupid train extension 
Mar 05 2026 0  Souvenir shops

Mar 05 2026 0  Big corporate chains, lack of thoughtful development, exclusionary mono-purpose development.
Mar 05 2026 0  Not too much low-income housing development. 
Mar 05 2026 0  Golf course, large hotels, large conference center.
Mar 05 2026 0  No housing & no hotels
Mar 05 2026 0  No more God damn trains. What is it with these people and their obsession with their toys. 
Mar 05 2026 0  Golf course. 
Mar 05 2026 0  Railroad access extended to the bluffs
Mar 05 2026 0  Hi rise subsidized housing. 
Mar 05 2026 0  Not my choice

Mar 04 2026 1  
The toxic mill pond needs to be cleaned up, the dam is not secure. No conference center, no buildings 
taller than 1 story.

Mar 04 2026 1  
Big private homes
Expensive hotels 

Mar 04 2026 0  I don’t want to see an outlet mall.
Mar 03 2026 0  Low income interests.
Mar 03 2026 04  Nothing polluting or having a negative impact on the safety of the community.

Mar 01 2026 04  
Thoughtless, cheap, get-rich quick deals that turn the place into an overpopulated zoo and reduce quality 
of life

Mar 01 2026 0  Industrial, Hotel, Railway 

Mar 01 2026 1  

The Mill sit sits on some of the most beautiful land in the world. Using that space for uses that could used 
less diserable locations would be a massive mistake. Low impact uses that generate jobs, help the local 
economy and protect the land are top priorities. This should intern spur industrial and dense housing 
development in other areas.

Mar 01 2026 0  
I don’t want it to be some poorly run and dilapidated train ruining the view and access to open spaces 
and coastal trails. 

Feb 28 2026 0  
Too much big and view blocking housing or buildings. Public land use and public parks and preservation 
of coastal space is paramount.

Feb 28 2026 0  Houses 
Feb 28 2026 1  Data center. 
Feb 28 2026 1  No conference center and other uses not really important to Fort Bragg people.
Feb 26 2026 1  Housing, noise, restaurant, hotels, trolley rides
Feb 25 2026 04  No skunk train usage
Feb 25 2026 0  More hotels and tourist related development

Feb 25 2026 0  
High rise buildings
Carnivals

Feb 23 2026 04  
I do not wish to see more hotels and restaurants or a large  number suburban homes.  There are many 
places around Fort Bragg for such developments

Feb 23 2026 0  
Private housing, anything privately owned. This area should be reserved for the environment and the 
enjoyment of all. 

Feb 23 2026 0  
Never want to see a LA type development favoring very wealthy people while the locals who worked at 
and cared about that area for so long are held back because of affordability.

Feb 23 2026 0  Trolly to Glass Beach

Feb 23 2026 1  
Strip mall look, housing architecture must retain the present feel of the town. Craftsman style houses with 
alley access, off street parking mandated. 

Feb 22 2026 1  Rentals
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Feb 22 2026 0  

Housing, tourist business.  Develop the former runway and make Fort Bragg accessible.  Open the doors 
to opportunity. Look at the history - it's important to recognize what that tiny runway could bring here.  
Citizens could live and work here and still report to employment  "anywhere".  They only need air 
transportation to larger airports without driving 4+ hours before they even start on their journey to work.  

Feb 22 2026 0  Train
Feb 22 2026 0  Amusement park type operations. 

Feb 21 2026 0  
Yes, .... No short term rental living spaces.  No Out-of-Region entities buying up as much as their 
'investors' can grab.

Feb 21 2026 1  ALL OF THIS. JUST START OVER
Feb 21 2026 1  Industrial. Factory 
Feb 21 2026 0  Gambling, large corporations, things that exclude access to the area. 
Feb 20 2026 0  Housing;carnival type recreation facilities

Feb 20 2026 0  

The skunk train. I don’t care if they “own” it…they didn’t even obtain the property legally and claiming 
eminent domain over peoples properties, they will do whatever they want with it. This company should 
not be here to begin with and SHOULD NOT be developing the mill site against the community’s wishes.

Feb 20 2026 1  Large or tall buildings, too kid-friendly.

Feb 19 2026 0  
Anything that does not benefit the citizens of the area. Some ideas that would benefit the area would be 
small low impact industry, a college campus and support system for same.

Feb 19 2026 0  Development that does not produce property tax revenue to city

Feb 19 2026 0  

Businesses and housing add ons that undermine development and improvements of the current city 
limits. 

It's much easier to support new development that will create a "backwater" in the historic city . It's already 
difficult to attract investment in genuine renovation of existing structures and there is a unforeseen 
danger of destroying the momentum , energy and money the city government, residents and community 
at large is putting in the economy.

Feb 19 2026 0  
Gated or upscale communities, industrial uses, amusement parks, distribution facilities, or any kind of big 
box stores or detention camps.

Feb 19 2026 0  Land grab by the skunk train and closing off of open space.
Feb 19 2026 1  Railroad!!!!!
Feb 19 2026 1  The Noyo Science center ruin the open spaces in the southern half. It should all be green
Feb 18 2026 0  Housing
Feb 18 2026 0  Single family housing
Feb 18 2026 0  No trolleys or trains on the Noyo Headlands (Mill site). A disgusting idea.
Feb 18 2026 0  Do not make the Mill Site a homeless/drug addict encampment.

Feb 18 2026 1  
low-income or senior housing.  this site is too valuable to develop subsidized housing. pick a place away 
from the coast for those projects.

Feb 18 2026 1  Heavy industrial use.
Feb 18 2026 1  Skunk facilities of any kind.

Feb 18 2026 1  

I do not want to see any buildings of any kind. No more concrete or paving of areas. No housing. No 
businesses. No further destruction of habitat unless in the long-term objective of cleaning and restoring 
habitat.

Feb 18 2026 0  No Industry & businesses west of Main. Anything polluting or  blocking view of sea.

Feb 17 2026 0  
yes, anything to do with City Hall and in those people running it stay the hell off that bluff let private 
citizens make beautiful you guys sure as hell can’t

Feb 17 2026 0  amusement park, tall buildings, low income housing 

Feb 17 2026 0  
Nothing that will not support the growth of the city.  Such as keeping it as a park or reserve, that will not 
help our city grow!

Feb 17 2026 0  No investment housing that benefit wealthy homeowners and companies. 
Feb 17 2026 0  Housing development and Disneyland-type development
Feb 17 2026 0  Hotel and golf course
Feb 17 2026 0  Low income housing 
Feb 17 2026 1  Low income housing, jobless center, food bank.
Feb 17 2026 1  High rise apartments 
Feb 16 2026 0  No big box stores or major brands. 
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Feb 16 2026 0  
NO HOUSING, NO HOTELS, NO CONDOMINIUMS!!
PAVE THE RUNWAY!!

Feb 16 2026 0  More cannabis dispensaries or art galleries 

Feb 16 2026 0  
No hotel or conference center! Think local use first! Homes, public use, small manufacturing jobs etc for 
larger, better paying employment not attached to tourism. 

Feb 16 2026 0  I do NOT want to see any hotel or train from the Mill Site to Glass Beach.
Feb 16 2026 1  Large, corporate-controlled tourist attractions
Feb 16 2026 1  No private ownership  Restriction to coastal access, no luxury hotels ,spas

Feb 16 2026 0  
oil fields, or anything that pollutes the ocean and land. ANYTHING that gets rid of the small beach town 
vibe.  

Feb 16 2026 0   Corporate ownership and siphoning prophets to out of town ownership
Feb 15 2026 0  Only trails 
Feb 15 2026 04  Low income housing 

Feb 15 2026 04  

High concentrations of housing/hotels, increased presence of polluting industrial, or diesel railroad 
development, multiple and or large commercial concessions to serve tourist especially at the expense of 
environmentally, sensitive, habitat, areas, wildlife corridors, and other aspects of inherent natural capital.

Feb 15 2026 04  Golf course, casinos, very large visitor centers, very large industrially buildings.

Feb 15 2026 0  
Landfill, hog farm, slaughter house, nuclear power plant, airport, motor vehicle racetrack, cement/asphalt 
plant....

Feb 15 2026 1  No big box stores.  Height limits on new construction. 
Feb 15 2026 1  Commercial or residential properties 
Feb 15 2026 1  Housing, commercial use, and industrial use should not occur on the Mill Site . 
Feb 15 2026 1  Industrial 

Feb 15 2026 1  
Excessive housing development. I think it’s important to have some new housing, but that should not be 
significant use. 

Feb 15 2026 1  Low income housing, it is not taken care of over time

Feb 15 2026 0  
gated communities, private hotels for more tourists, exclusive venues for rich people, more 
seasonal/weekend rental housing for tourists

Feb 15 2026 0  
Anything that prevents or limits public access to the coast and ocean, or is harmful to the natural 
environment. 

Feb 15 2026 0  All they have proposed
Feb 14 2026 1  Nope 
Feb 14 2026 0  Skunk train   
Feb 14 2026 0  Huge conference center 
Feb 14 2026 0  Casino
Feb 14 2026 0  Skunk Train. Commercial. 

Feb 14 2026 0  
Clean-up first priority. No developers that consider themselves to be above/free of city zoning review & 
restrictions.

Feb 14 2026 0  Homeless incampments
Feb 14 2026 0  Overdevelopment, insufficient infrastructure.

Feb 14 2026 1  
I don't want to see the proposed train/trolley, hotel confernece center all proposed by the MR.   Housing 
can be built on exsiting land in town that already has infrastructure.

Feb 13 2026 0  Free use by the skunk train

Feb 13 2026 0  Trolleys, extension of the railroad, excessive development with housing, hotels and conference centers.

Feb 13 2026 0  
No railway!!!  No commercial!! No residential!! No industrial!!  Mill Site should not be developed for profit.  
 Mill Site should be decontaminated and returned to natural open space.

Feb 12 2026 1  Train tracks 

Feb 12 2026 0  

I strongly feel that the proposal for a trolley station at the glass beach parking area is a bad idea. I also 
think the RR loop is much larger than needed and sits way to close to the ocean. Development should 
stay well back from the ocean as much as possible. Start building in the east.

Feb 12 2026 04  
Removal of the dam and berms, cleanup of the mill pond and lowland area needs to be completed prior 
to completion of any development.

Feb 12 2026 0  Box stores, chain fast food, luxury housing.

158



City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
How important is it to prioritize “blue economy” jobs and businesses (such as sustainable ocean-related tourism, fisheries, marine research, aquaculture, and coastal innovation) as part of future development on the Mill Site?

Total Weighted Average
1 8.99% 31 11.59% 40 25.22% 87 54.20% 187 345 3.25

Answered 345
Skipped 9
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
How important is creating and maintaining a natural open space and wildlife habitat around the Mill Pond (for example, wetlands, improved water quality, wildlife habitat, and nature trails)?

Total Weighted Average
1 4.62% 16 10.69% 37 17.34% 60 67.34% 233 346 3.47

Answered 346
Skipped 8
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
How important is public access through the Mill Pond area to the beach?

Total Weighted Average
1 12.10% 42 20.17% 70 24.21% 84 43.52% 151 347 2.99

Answered 347
Skipped 7
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
How important is it to daylight the Maple Creek culvert on the Mill Site to create a creek-related public amenity, subject to environmental and regulatory review?

Total Weighted Average
1 9.28% 31 26.95% 90 29.34% 98 34.43% 115 334 2.89

Answered 334
Skipped 20
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Proceed with development (such as housing, jobs, and public amenities) on areas of the Mill Site that require no further remediation, while cleanup work continues on the Mill Pond and other remaining areas under regulatory oversight.
Answer Choices
Strongly oppose 15.79% 54
Oppose 13.16% 45
Support 30.41% 104
Strongly support 28.65% 98
Not sure 11.99% 41

Answered 342
Skipped 12
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Pursue cleanup of the Mill Pond to meet local, state and federal requirements before developing the Mill Site.
Answer Choices

Strongly oppose 9.30% 32
Oppose 19.77% 68
Support 20.64% 71
Strongly support 36.63% 126
Not sure 13.66% 47

Answered 344
Skipped 10
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Looking ahead, which outcomes would you most like to see associated with the Mill Pond area, once cleanup is completed? (Select up to 3)

Answer Choices
Restoration of wetlands and wildlife habitat 76.33% 258
Public access and trails (where permitted) 68.93% 233
Interpretive or educational features explaining the 
site’s history and ecology 47.63% 161

Retention of the Mill Pond as a long-term feature 27.51% 93
Other 10.06% 34

Answered 338
Skipped 16

Response Date Other Tags

Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM
This pond will never be clean and free of pollution,  over 100 years pollutant from the city and the mill entered this 
pond, it would cost  millions and millions to remove, and I’m not sure you would ever get it all removed

Mar 20 2026 08:49 AM The walking trail is enough that we have already just start building and let’s start growing
Mar 19 2026 07:13 PM Make use for public
Mar 19 2026 02:14 PM NOT interpretive or educational features explaining
Mar 18 2026 06:46 PM A Train Ride throughout the area.

Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM
educational restoration and remediation kiosk, to both inform and inspire the public about these types of projects, 
and the work that goes into cleaning up corporate interests.
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Mar 18 2026 10:47 AM Nuclear power plant. Make jobs tax revenue and lower energy costs
Mar 17 2026 09:50 PM You should really put built in limits on how may boxes can be checked

Mar 17 2026 02:12 PM
People will  come here to experience beautiful natural are don’t need more tourist shopping or development that 
spoils open space

Mar 17 2026 12:49 PM
restoration will have to happen to clean it up..there for you would be restoring the wetlands and wildlife habitat..   I 
dont understand    clicking retention of mill pond as long term feature..    Its the same thing

Mar 17 2026 12:38 PM A large beautiful park area
Mar 17 2026 12:25 PM It would be a terrible blight if this is not done.
Mar 17 2026 12:14 PM Not sure

Mar 17 2026 11:44 AM

Develop/conserve the mill pond as an emergency water reserve in the all too likely earthquake event. Underground 
city water mains will undoubtedly rupture in a major quake, exactly as those in 1906 did. The city absolutely needs 
handy firefighting water close-in such that the fire department can run hose and pumps to contain or extinguish fire 
breakouts. Pudding Creek will not prove close enough to the CBD and near residential blocks!  BTW, it's Alder 
Creek, not "Maple"! 🙄🙄

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM
I'd like to be able to continue through the mill pond area on the coastal trail but besides the trail I think the creek 
and pond should be cleaned up and restored for wildlife watching but not human traffic/recreation

Mar 16 2026 05:39 PM Fishing pond
Mar 07 2026 08:44 AM it never was wetlands, it is a created pond for the mill...
Mar 06 2026 05:24 PM It's a former mill pond. Why keep it?
Mar 06 2026 08:40 AM Not opposed to retention of the mill pond as long as it does not block access to the beach
Mar 05 2026 06:51 AM Rational development. Community center

Mar 04 2026 10:20 PM

The Mill Pond is one of very few freshwater wetlands in this area and currently holds a significant population of 
wildlife, including wetland-obligate birds and other animals. I would rather see it left alone, or better yet flow 
restored through it, than see it dug up.

Mar 01 2026 10:23 AM Repair tunnel and connect Willits to Fort Bragg by train
Feb 22 2026 07:35 PM Not sure
Feb 20 2026 07:48 AM Build a historical Mill Site

Feb 18 2026 12:01 PM
Leave the mill pond as it is! It seems to be thriving on its own despite the toxins. Eventually the plants & 
scavengers will remediate toxins over time. Fence it off to keep idiots from trying to walk into it.

Feb 17 2026 07:15 PM just get the job done enough is enough
Feb 17 2026 10:33 AM Taxpayers are paying for it so they should be able to enjoy it.
Feb 16 2026 09:26 AM keep the mile trails the same along glass beach
Feb 15 2026 11:00 AM Should consider additional wastewater treatment
Feb 14 2026 02:53 PM Restoration is a better long term feature than retention
Feb 13 2026 08:43 AM No decisions about use of that land should be considered until after the contamination is removed.
Feb 12 2026 11:04 PM Use of the mill site for traditional indigenous peoples uses.
Feb 12 2026 05:38 PM Removal of mill pond dam and berms
Feb 12 2026 04:25 PM Removal of dam and berm before an earthquake dumps the toxic silt into Soldier Bay.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Do you have any specific concerns, priorities, or ideas related to the future of the Mill Pond area, recognizing that there may be restrictions due to the regulatory cleanup process?
Answered 110
Skipped 244

Response Date Responses Tags
Mar 22 2026 02:41 PM The natural habitat restoration.
Mar 22 2026 05:57 AM No development disgust at all until clean up complete
Mar 21 2026 05:56 PM Just that it is cleaned up to regulations. 
Mar 21 2026 02:54 PM clean up, planned restoration where possible,
Mar 20 2026 09:38 AM Good luck with this
Mar 20 2026 12:23 AM Do the best you can with what you have, thinking of the seventh generation.
Mar 19 2026 11:08 PM The cunts cheaping out and fucking the town
Mar 19 2026 08:46 PM Wildlife
Mar 19 2026 02:14 PM should be cleaned up before final decisions made
Mar 19 2026 12:42 PM Who cares it is an old pond
Mar 19 2026 11:00 AM It needs to be completed…has use of mushrooms for cleanup been investigated?
Mar 18 2026 06:46 PM Over restriction by regulators, excessive delays, 

Mar 18 2026 04:58 PM

I attended a presentation about 15 years ago, that pond replenishes it's own water on a consistent 
level. At this point, it is likely all cleaned up by now. People stressing about this need to be more 
informed and realize that pond is fine.

Mar 18 2026 04:25 PM Fine out what those restrictions Are before you start the work, so we would have the solution ready 
Mar 18 2026 03:34 PM More transparency re current safety.

Mar 18 2026 01:35 PM
Why are we worried about the mill pond when the stupid train people build with zero permits right over 
wetlands??

Mar 18 2026 01:31 PM
Sea level rise and coastal inundation, as well as earthquake threat from the San Andres fault. leaving 
the retaining wall and riprapped beach is a terrible idea.

Mar 18 2026 12:29 PM I need to have more information to answer this question.

Mar 18 2026 11:28 AM

My priority for the Mill Pond area is to let cleanup, habitat restoration, and long-term safety determine 
what is possible, rather than forcing uses that outpace the regulatory process. Public records indicate 
that Operable Unit E, including the Mill Pond and associated wetland area, remains the key 
unresolved portion of the site, with future land uses subject to remediation requirements and land-use 
covenants. Because the area includes wetlands, habitat, hydrology, and ongoing contamination 
concerns, I would prioritize ecological restoration, transparent public oversight, tribal stewardship, and 
low-impact educational or interpretive uses only if and where they are consistent with a fully protective 
cleanup. I would not support housing or other intensive uses in the Mill Pond area unless long-term 
human health, coastal resilience, and environmental safety are clearly demonstrated.

Mar 18 2026 10:47 AM Just get it completed asap as cheap as possible 

Mar 18 2026 08:59 AM
The mill site needs to be properly cleaned up. The skunk train is not a commercial train and should not 
be exempt from having to clean up the site, like anyone else would be required to do. 

Mar 18 2026 08:40 AM Concerned it will never get cleaned up. 
Mar 18 2026 08:34 AM any development should be placed at a SIGNIFICANT distance from the pond
Mar 17 2026 09:07 PM Honestly I don't know what the Mill Pond is
Mar 17 2026 09:06 PM Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever.  
Mar 17 2026 08:20 PM No
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Mar 17 2026 06:04 PM

Be very careful who gets a y of the government "cleanup" contracts and how they propose to do the 
necessary work, and who they are going to hire to do the necessary work, locals first, mixing 
homeless  as learning on the job. Do not rush into ANYTHING.

Mar 17 2026 05:55 PM I don’t know enough about it but I thought it was toxic?
Mar 17 2026 02:43 PM Against allowing the Skunk Train to expand and use eminent domain to acquire property
Mar 17 2026 02:21 PM More growth and development while the clean up continues. 

Mar 17 2026 02:12 PM

Concer that ZmR is corrupt, steals, lies, and can’t be trusted to take responsibility for clean up. They 
will drag their feet, try to make others pay for it, while they focus on $$$ for themselves modern day 
robber barons 

Mar 17 2026 01:42 PM Amusement park, raceway, huge public pool.
Mar 17 2026 12:49 PM CLEAN IT UP CLEAN IT UP CLEAN IT UP

Mar 17 2026 12:38 PM

No more housing that is untouchable. 
I think if we have a large park area with flowers and local foliage, places to picnic, and educational 
area would be beautiful if done properly.

Mar 17 2026 12:25 PM Skunk Train must agree in writing  to clean this up. They bought it, it's their responsibility. 
Mar 17 2026 12:14 PM No 

Mar 17 2026 11:44 AM
Obviously a new seismically resistant reinforced concrete dam needs to be built on the west flank of 
the pond. That must be done ASAP.

Mar 17 2026 10:47 AM No

Mar 17 2026 09:34 AM The only priority and concern is a full clean up that keeps people, wildlife, and the ecosystem healthy. 
Mar 17 2026 09:12 AM Walking trail with bird watching blind
Mar 17 2026 08:17 AM Please clean it up

Mar 17 2026 07:58 AM

I think the whole mill site should be left alone as much as feasible. high concentration low income 
housing in one corner, the rest should be wild and enjoyed by the trail that is already there. I like 
seeing the ocean walking the length of the town but you feel like you aren't in town because there is a 
big field between you and the town. I'm sure the wildlife love it too. The restoration of the mill site back 
to native plants and animals could also be studied no doubt.

Mar 17 2026 07:48 AM Do the clean up that legally has to be done and move on.
Mar 17 2026 07:22 AM I'm not qualified to answer this question
Mar 17 2026 06:08 AM Get it to a safe status
Mar 16 2026 10:34 PM Timeliness of project needs to be primary.
Mar 16 2026 10:12 PM No

Mar 16 2026 09:29 PM

A facility that burns trash and creates electricity locally. 

In Sweden, Trash Heats Homes, Powers Buses etc. Do some research. 

Mar 16 2026 09:00 PM
Keep the Skunk out of it! 
No development by greedy virtue-signaling skunks.🦨🦨🦨🦨

Mar 16 2026 08:47 PM Trust in the beauty of nature to attract more business.  Not more buildings.
Mar 16 2026 08:19 PM No
Mar 16 2026 08:15 PM The city should work with wildlife biologists and restore the natural habitat as much as possible. 
Mar 16 2026 07:50 PM Incorporate it with whatever we is built 

Mar 16 2026 05:39 PM
A tourist attraction- like an aquarium or amusement park ( like a Ferris wheel) 
Something we can draw tourists with as well as housing and shops 

Mar 09 2026 06:51 PM Thorough cleanup

Mar 09 2026 06:47 PM
Make a plan driven by the citizen, not greedy people who will extract what they can then leave.  
Create something unique that brings visitors.  Not appropriate for housing.

Mar 07 2026 08:44 AM
what is the issue with an industrially created pond going away or remaining?  Why are a bunch of 
busybodies even worried about this?

Mar 06 2026 06:34 PM The cleanup is a big deal and I think usage of the site will depend on what can be done in cleanup 
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Mar 06 2026 05:24 PM Why waste all that land to a pond when the city needs growth?
Mar 06 2026 04:39 PM Isn't this where all the city's storm water goes? Where will it go if we remove it?

Mar 06 2026 01:53 PM
Compromises made/concessions to expedite clean up.  Recognizing the public will utilize this property 
the stringest requirements for public use/safety must be adhered to.

Mar 06 2026 08:40 AM
Access to the beach is the top priority in any cleanup proposed should allow that access.  retention of 
the mill pond may be beneficial for stormwater scrubbing. 

Mar 05 2026 04:02 PM

I hope that there will be few, if any, barriers to free movement of people and animals such as fences, 
walls, etc. Also needed are many more shaded sitting areas, benches and picnic tables. I, and many 
others, would like to able to sit in more places and in shade. 

Mar 05 2026 12:20 PM The cleanup should come before any plans for use are made. 

Mar 05 2026 10:58 AM

Immediately block people's ability to dump hazardous waste and/or for hazardous waste to flow into 
the mill pond from near Hwy 1 and across Hwy 1 from the city. Quit your infighting with the railroad 
and get this done ASAP. This has to be the highest priority to stop  the ongoing further environmental 
damage first. Then remediate. Quit messing around about this and pointing fingers. It makes me 
furious to both parties in the lawsuit but especially to the City.

Mar 05 2026 09:31 AM Can the pond/waste collapse in to ocean?
Mar 05 2026 09:29 AM Live/work/walkable/natural habitat. 
Mar 05 2026 09:24 AM Develop it as a recreational asset to serve residents and visitors as much as possible. 
Mar 05 2026 06:51 AM none
Mar 04 2026 10:48 PM Toxins need to be removed, dam stabilized.

Mar 04 2026 10:20 PM

Seems like an obvious place for tertiary treatment of wastewater, if not the entire output than at least a 
portion could be diverted through the pond. This would enhance the habitat value while improving 
water quality.

Mar 03 2026 04:53 PM Make it safe and non-toxic.
Mar 01 2026 10:11 AM Restore the creeks and wetlands and open up the beach area
Feb 28 2026 06:51 PM No-I like the pond if it’s clean and restored.
Feb 28 2026 05:07 PM I would like to see the lan restored to what it was like 500 years ago 
Feb 28 2026 11:50 AM The longer it takes the more likely something we don’t like ends up there. 
Feb 28 2026 10:31 AM Please give us detailed and correct information regarding toxic materials at the mill site.

Feb 23 2026 01:32 PM
I would not like development near the pond BUT the cleanup is way overblown.  I had federal permit to 
raise Canadian Geese and they love the pond with no ill affects.

Feb 23 2026 01:06 PM
I think the pond should go and creek should be opened back up. A creek side trail to the beach with 
picnic tables should be created as part of the trail system. 

Feb 23 2026 10:41 AM A thoughtful planning development that is in the interests of the community.
Feb 22 2026 05:21 PM Not in possession of enough information to comment. 
Feb 22 2026 10:21 AM No
Feb 21 2026 09:49 AM My concern is how the clean up is done. It can’t endanger the community of humans or wildlife. 
Feb 20 2026 07:12 PM Emphasize health industry and eco-tourism.  Take advantage of ocean access via the harbor

Feb 20 2026 06:06 PM
It’s needed to be cleaned up for years. So whoever owns it needs to actually take responsibility for it 
and clean up fully before even considering any development there.

Feb 20 2026 07:48 AM How do we move forward?????

Feb 19 2026 03:11 PM
I like the idea of retaining the pond and not permitting people on the immediate pond area, rather have 
the trails around the perimeter

Feb 19 2026 03:04 PM Need to be better informed about the details of the Mill Pond 
Feb 19 2026 10:31 AM Green spaces and don't let north of Pine folks s sell us snake oil with Noyo Science center

Feb 18 2026 07:13 PM
No housing on coastal lands keep as public access and trails make it a place for visitors to enjoy.  
Housing can go elsewhere

Feb 18 2026 03:19 PM
I remember 3 mile island. The long term health risks associated with housing on contaminated sites 
concern me greatly.

Feb 18 2026 12:01 PM See above.
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Feb 18 2026 11:12 AM

Please please please wildlife habitat! Such an opportunity for creating a stopover for migratory birds! 
The entire area should be wildlife habitat. No building any structures (unless a bit of boardwalk and 
photographer blinds)

Feb 17 2026 09:55 PM No
Feb 17 2026 02:36 PM No
Feb 17 2026 10:33 AM Don’t put enclosed structures in this area.  Keep it open so the land can continue to heal. 
Feb 16 2026 02:33 PM Try the mushroom clean up again? 
Feb 16 2026 09:26 AM keep the coast line the same, aka beaches & trails that are already there
Feb 16 2026 08:52 AM Splitting the pond to dodge regulation and cleanup

Feb 15 2026 04:03 PM
If mill pond can be cleaned up, would need a new dam. Water could be used as an emergency water 
source in emergency, fire earthquake, pipes will break with earthquake.  

Feb 15 2026 02:27 PM
No concerns.  I would like to see it cleaned up and developed for recreation and to retain natural 
habitat.

Feb 15 2026 11:38 AM Action should be taken now to clean it up in anticipation of exposure to hazards like sea level rise. 
Feb 15 2026 10:29 AM More public access is better 

Feb 15 2026 09:28 AM
My top priorities are the restoration of wetlands and wildlife habitat in combination with keeping the Mill 
Pond as a (hopefully) permanent feature. 

Feb 14 2026 11:47 PM Nope 

Feb 13 2026 09:55 AM

Actions that would restrict the escape of pollution into our City’s waters and the ocean. The latest 
NOAA flood maps shows that a 100 year storm, which are now very common, would flood the 
contaminated pond which would leach highly toxic contaminants into our community beaches and 
other waterways. Potentially also flooding into our streets. Also potentially harming our water supplies.

Feb 13 2026 08:43 AM

The State should designate the ponds a public nuisance and use public nuisance abatement authority 
to immediately remove the contamination.  The State should legally compel the pond land owners to 
pay the cost of the abatement.  

Feb 12 2026 05:38 PM

The mill pond dam and berms are not in good shape. Even without sea level rise, leaving the mill pond 
toxins in place risks escape of the contaminants. The plan to let time solve the problem is risky. 
Further exploration of the idea of removing contaminated soil to an onsite containment system should 
be undertaken.

Feb 12 2026 04:25 PM
The toxicity of the mill pond silt and the soil of the lowland create a real, long term threat to the near 
shore fishery, should tsunami or earthquake sweep that material into Soldier Bay.

Feb 12 2026 09:06 AM
I favor the most affordable option that allows for public access to the beach, effective storm water 
management.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
If you could give one piece of advice to the City Council as it works on the future of the Mill Site, what would it be?
Answered 262
Skipped 92

Response Date Responses Tags

Mar 23 2026 1  

My advice is to protect and restore the natural character of the Mill Site. Small cities thrive because of their connection to nature, 
and this is a key part of what attracts visitors. By restoring the creek, preserving native landscapes, and keeping development 
modest, you can create a unique destination that draws people 

Mar 22 2026 0  
People do not come here to find more of what they already saw at the airport (big chain stores, same hotels etc.) They want to 
get here and say, “wow, look!” “Oh, how beautiful!” And that is both tourists and new residents.

Mar 22 2026 0  Proceed with clean up and restore the natural habitat.

Mar 22 2026 0  

Thank you for asking for resident’s input! We care so much about preserving the natural environment which is the most important 
appeal to visitors as well as locals. Also keeping the local small community and relationships as well as independent businesses 
keeps our area rooted in steong values.

Mar 22 2026 0  
Keep development to a minimum and Save the beautiful Coastal Trail forever. It is a unique, fantastic asset not to be ruined by 
greed and Corruption.

Mar 21 2026 0  No gentrification. Keep Fort Bragg a small town. If you want a resort town - please leave.
Mar 21 2026 0  Keep it open 

Mar 21 2026 0  
Anyone who measures their being “local” in months or a few years should shut the hell up and  quit trying to change everything.   
FB needs jobs, not more wetlands and tourist crap!

Mar 21 2026 0  
To be open minded. Everyone doesn't get their way all the time. Bend a little and so long as its good for the community,  even if it 
isnt "your personal vision".

Mar 21 2026 0  

Council members and city manager should drive down the California Coast. and tell me where is there a small city with a water 
front like ours. Are you going to give up? give the waterfront to "developers" to develope or is the city going to be a leader, 
innovator, curator.
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Mar 21 2026 1  

Don’t let the lure of commercialization outshine the needs of residents and the opportunity to create something more than 
vacation housing and train town for tourists.  Let’s think big and attract long term investment and return that is beyond simple 
tourism and provides sustainable industry and career paths  -  oceanography institutes, coastal research facilities, scientific 
research - our proximity to ocean, forest and a diverse ecosystem are unique and of value.  We can’t afford to squander or not 
recognize the value.
The land itself is unceded.  A world class cultural center can be thoughtfully co-created, serving the indigenous tribes as well as 
non-indigenous residents and visitors.  We could have significant cultural attractions in the right venue, including concerts and 
performances.
Fort Bragg needs a source of pride and hope.  Tourism is limited -  its not a case of “if you build it, they will come” - we are limited 
in infrastructure and increasing cars and vehicles on the road impacts safety for all (trollies and pedestrian path aren’t going to 
reduce visitor cars and traffic).  Let’s use what we have to make a true source of local pride on a world scale.

Mar 20 2026 0  
Make sure it doesn’t look like something from LA or SF - the buildings need to be low and charming so it doesn’t ruin the coast- 
you can’t build that somewhere else if needed 

Mar 20 2026 0  more common sense & less government malarkey 
Mar 20 2026 1  Hear the loud contrarians but heed the silent majority who want more opportunity. 
Mar 20 2026 0  Yes, you may have done some cleanup, but you have way more to do. 

Mar 20 2026 0  

Georgia-Pacific was once our town’s economic engine, and the void it left is still felt today. It’s impossible to predict our future 
while Mendocino Railway tries to bypass local control. By claiming federal preemption, they aren't just adding noise and pollution 
to our Headlands with their trolleys—they are attempting a land grab of the GP site. They want the community to believe they are 
helping us, but their use of eminent domain suggests they are only out to serve their own interests at the expense of our local 
environment and peace.

Mar 20 2026 0  Keep all age groups in mind!

Mar 20 2026 0  
Just stop talking about it and do it. For the sake of our future. It’s their property. Let them do what they need to do. They have 
100% intent to help our town and that’s what matters.

Mar 20 2026 1  
Never make the mistake again of letting an opportunity like the purchase of the Mill Site slip away.  Broadband is good and 
should be extended to the Mill Site generously.

Mar 19 2026 1  Don't trust these rich carpet bagging cunts
Mar 19 2026 1  Make sure all residents regardless of income can afford to enjoy the waterfront area.
Mar 19 2026 1  Do whatever it takes to bring in jobs, business development, and more housing.
Mar 19 2026 0  Protect the ocean. Protect wildlife. Protect where fungus grows. 
Mar 19 2026 0  Start. It has been open space for over 23 years. Utilize it and help your citizens and town.
Mar 19 2026 0  I don't know what the right decisions would be.  I wouldn't know what to advise you.  Thanks for asking my opinions.  

Mar 19 2026 0  
Listen to your constituents.  Proceed carefully.  Do not give in to greedy self serving corporations that care little about our coastal 
town and way of life.
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Mar 19 2026 0  

Focus on local residential non-corporate interests

Mar 19 2026 1  The city needs to stay out of the way and let the land be developed.

Mar 19 2026 1  

Use the size of the land to do something truly valuable for the LONG TERM.  Bring an educational institution, or something 
comparable, to the coast!  Think big, and reach outside our little community!  Imagine the money, jobs, and talent that a new 
Marine Biology graduate school, or a new college campus would bring!  This is Fort Bragg's one chance to become something 
truly great!

Mar 19 2026 1  Don’t let money get in the way of clear thinking and paying attention to future, long term results.

Mar 19 2026 0  
Phase growth so the city is not overwhelmed by change. Prohibit big box, data centers, high rises, and off shore oil support 
facilities.  Don’t trust the skunk train. 

Mar 19 2026 0  Don’t trust the skunk train!
Mar 19 2026 0  Persevere!

Mar 19 2026 0  
The youth of our town need places to go, young children and teens.  Rides, food vendors, etc could be great for locals and 
tourists alike.

Mar 19 2026 1  Keep locals our kids in mind
Mar 18 2026 1  Do not develop it and lose the unique feel of the wildland

Mar 18 2026 1  
Let’s use common sense and not overthink this. It is a long overdue project that actually needs to see some real progress. 
Maybe some street maps of what it may look like! 

Mar 18 2026 1  

Preserve natural beauty. Dont be short sided and let potential revenue blind you from understanding the natural beauty of the 
area and remembering that is what tourists come to the area for. They can go to a mall or restaurant anywhere. But this piece of 
land is breathtaking- don’t over develop it and take that away 

Mar 18 2026 0  Use your OCEAN FRONT LAND for SOMETHING

Mar 18 2026 0  
Keep the area as is. Fort Bragg has its character and people come here for this charm. To get away from all the busyness of the 
city.. 

Mar 18 2026 0  Open to the public as soon as possible 
Mar 18 2026 0  change the City name to make a diversity or residents and visitors feel welcome here
Mar 18 2026 0  Proceed carefully and with caution

Mar 18 2026 0  

Get going on SOMETHING - ANYTHING!
The whole time I lived there (in town and just South on GIBNEY Lane), I heard how great plans were in the works - then they get 
delayed or shut down. 
Millions of dollars paid to lawyers with nothing to show for it. 

Mar 18 2026 0  please be better at communicating, Facebook is not a sufficient place to post your updates
Mar 18 2026 0  Work slowly and finish each section to make sure it is financially feasible and done.

Mar 18 2026 0  
Get good advice from a professional developer. Think what is best to bring in JOBS and Fun for us and the visitors that come to 
enjoy our Ocean, beaches, tress …
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Mar 18 2026 0  
Do Something !!! Its been nearly a quarter-century since the mill closed. Ft Bragg needs an injection of excitement and revenue 
generation and opportunities for all.

Mar 18 2026 0  Housing, housing, housing!
Mar 18 2026 0  now is the time to move forward
Mar 18 2026 0  Think about how beautiful it will be to open this area up to the public.
Mar 18 2026 0  Kick that dumb train to the curb. Keep the train out of that land. They already pollute the pudding creek corridor.

Mar 18 2026 0  
Go slow , don’t  over develop 
Unforeseen conditions, situations, and costs always arise on big projects

Mar 18 2026 0  
Fight for a true clean up of the mill pond.  The economic potential of a restored coastline rather than a contaminated area should 
not be undervalued.

Mar 18 2026 1  Place nice and learn from your (i.e. current & previous CC's) lessons.
Mar 18 2026 1  Get us a Walmart. 

Mar 18 2026 1  

Here is a polished version that keeps your meaning and strengthens the flow:

Move at the pace of safety, transparency, and long-term local benefit. Do not let development pressure outrun cleanup certainty, 
environmental responsibility, tribal stewardship, or the lived needs of Fort Bragg residents. If the Mill Site is going to shape the 
city’s future, it should do so through restoration, public trust, and uses that protect human health, coastal ecology, and 
community stability rather than short-term speculation. Please think carefully about the long-term ecological, ethical, and 
economic impacts of every decision, and ground the process in what is truly sustainable. Conduct thorough risk-benefit analysis, 
listen deeply to Indigenous voices, and be guided by what is right rather than by what feels urgent. Urgency often creates 
conditions for missteps; this work should move forward with intention, reverence, and care for the community not only today, but 
for the generations yet to come.

Mar 18 2026 1  Consider all viable options before deciding.
Mar 18 2026 1  NUCLEAR POWER PLANT. CASINO HOTEL SND GOLF COURSE. NO MORE PARKS
Mar 18 2026 1  Let’s develop it already. It’s time. 
Mar 18 2026 0  Be open to growth 
Mar 18 2026 0  Be cautious and think of long term environmental consequences.

Mar 18 2026 0  

Be wary of the skunk train. Over the years they have proven themselves not to be trusted. Make sure you have a good lawyer 
and delve into anything they propose. It is their property so they will push to do what they want to do with it. They have used and 
attempted to use eminent domain to acquire properties. This should not have been allowed considering they are not a 
commercial train. The city should have been the entity to acquire this property. Don’t let them turn the mill site into Disneyland. 

Mar 18 2026 0  Develop a sports complex.
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Mar 18 2026 0  

We live on Glass Beach Drive and advocted for speed bumps and signage for no overnight parking (as folks and their animals 
were using the meadow as an outhouse!) The bumps and signs were put in place but several of the signs have been removed by 
folks not in agreement. We'd like the city to be more vigiliant in monitoring and enforcing 'good for all rules'. Example: signage 
reads no bicycles on the headland trails but there is no follow-up and there are plenty of bikes using the trails (not safely, but also 
it's a fragile trail that should be treated accordinly). Soon the RV's will return and so too will the human waste if there is no follow 
through. Also, it might be time to take down the photos of Fort Bragg in promotions showing mounds of shiny glass. Folks still 
take bucketloads of shards out, but it's false advertising and disappointing to those (SO MANY, as you can see from the parking 
lot) who come great distance for our little wonder of the world. We have amazing natural beauty here in Fort Bragg and we'd love 
to keep it this way. And at the risk of repeating signage pointing to the actual beach would be HELPFUL and a lot safer than folks 
climbing down the fragile banks. Thank you. Patty and Larry

Mar 18 2026 0  Don’t sell property to the Skunk train. 
Mar 18 2026 0  maintain your ability to regulate development
Mar 18 2026 0  Don't let the Railroad have their way
Mar 18 2026 0  Inaction prevents progress

Mar 18 2026 1  
Think long term and what kind of businesses are going to thrive 20,50, 70 years from now. We have to innovate in a way that 
honors our resources and learns from the indigenous community that was here before it was Fort Bragg. 

Mar 17 2026 1  

LISTEN to the concerns of the wider Mendocino Coast residents. Fort Bragg's situation affects all who live on the Coast, not just 
City residents. Listen to us and act on our widely-supported requests. Quiet deals in a closed room, ignoring input from your 
constituents (e.g. the Bainbridge tire trash debacle, and the Flock camera participation), is a bad look for City Council members, 
and a bad effect in our community at large. It has been a FRUSTRATING few decades, no?

Mar 17 2026 0  Good luck
Mar 17 2026 0  See above.  “Pave paradise and put up a parking lot”.  Joni Mitchell.
Mar 17 2026 0  Public golf course 
Mar 17 2026 0  No housing or hotels 
Mar 17 2026 0  Keep it simple

Mar 17 2026 0  

Don't build out a huge expensive development and expect it to magically pay for itself.  Go slow based on what you know we 
need and want. For instance. I  would be very strongly opposed to any City money going toward a hotel and conference center, 
or really any visitor-serving development beyond trails and maybe some restrooms.

Mar 17 2026 0  To move forward in development 
Mar 17 2026 0  Reread the above.
Mar 17 2026 0  Pick things that go with our quirky little town. 
Mar 17 2026 0  Don't trade quality of life for economics
Mar 17 2026 0  Work with the railroad.  The benefits of development are sorely needed
Mar 17 2026 0  Learn to get along, be collaborative. This is about Fort Bragg 50 to 100 years from now your grandchildren‘s children.
Mar 17 2026 0  Make whatever is done accessible to locals
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Mar 17 2026 0  
Please keep our town alive. Our community needs economic growth to survive and rebuilding this area will help our community 
survive and thrive for generations. 

Mar 17 2026 0  Think about the future. I everything you can for building community and not more profit for a few developers   

Mar 17 2026 0  Something to benefit locals and tourists. People move and visit here to get away from the city but more to do would be nice. 
Mar 17 2026 0  It should be for the use of everyone

Mar 17 2026 0  

Make the site an attraction like a year round recreation Park.
Rides, racetrack, pool, etc..
This makes more income for City.

Mar 17 2026 0  Ask the youth/high schoolers/young adults more about what they wish they had more of in the area
Mar 17 2026 1  WHO EVER OWNS it IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE $$$$ to get the job of clean up done!

Mar 17 2026 1  
Stop trying to block the skunk train from growing! Parts of the coastline could be so much more beautiful if allowed to properly 
plan an upgrade. Listen to people that are not only on your council.

Mar 17 2026 1  Keep your eye on the Skunk Train and don't let them bully us through you!

Mar 17 2026 1  
Field of Dreams. " If you build it they will Come" We need them (yes more tourist)to come in order for this town to survive  long 
into the future!

Mar 17 2026 1  Not sure 

Mar 17 2026 1  
This process has taken years, almost decades. Planning is the natural enemy of action. Action leads to results.
If you don’t know where you’re going any road will get you there.

Mar 17 2026 1  Do NOT GIVE IN to the Skunk Train's claim to to be a public entity hauling "freight" total BS

Mar 17 2026 1  

Keep your heads sharp; avoid the common temptations of "ooh, more property tax revenues!" that happens most everywhere 
else, and do NOT let developers build slipshod infrastructure that goes bad shortly afterwards at the city's expense. Whatever 
happens must benefit Fort Bragg first and developers last 

Mar 17 2026 1  Don't try to be trendy, keep the growth within our small town vibe.

Mar 17 2026 1  
When it comes to housing make it dog friendly and no restriction on size. That affects the ability of people living here with 
medium to large dogs.

Mar 17 2026 1  Do not let this crush local retail business and understand our lack of affordable housing has already strained our workforce.
Mar 17 2026 1  Start small, do not approve grandiose projects.
Mar 17 2026 0  Keep up the good work! I see this as a huge benefit to the community! 
Mar 17 2026 0  housing
Mar 17 2026 0  Slow and steady wins the race
Mar 17 2026 0  Shopping, or just keep ordering online.
Mar 17 2026 0  Don’t let the perfect be the enemy of the good
Mar 17 2026 0  Go faster what ever the decision happens to be. This town is not doing well
Mar 17 2026 0  Be very careful. Environmental degradation is difficult to undo. Other developments can always be added later. 
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Mar 17 2026 0  

Incorporate Tribal representation , maintain the integrity of our natural landscape, people come to Fort Bragg for it’s beauty and 
charm not for it’s shopping. Restore the area naturally, trails and interpretive education, maybe a few cafes along the way, a 
large outdoor meeting space for events, parks.

Mar 17 2026 0  Thank you for allowing input and please maintain strict environmental standards 
Mar 17 2026 0  Don’t let the train and their money sway your decisions.
Mar 17 2026 0  Build quality infrastructure to last generations 

Mar 17 2026 0  

I might have mentioned it but low income housing. Don't build a bunch of houses that wealthy people buy as second homes and 
airbnb or build a bunch of stores. We have that in spades already. We need low income housing. If you house them the hospital 
will have less travelling staff, there will be less help wanted signs and we'll be able to support the businesses who are already 
here from the ground up. If you try to make some fancy mendocino-esque monstrosity you'll kill the hardworking grit vibe we all 
love about fort bragg and you'll push out all the people that make fort bragg great. People are coming to get away from the over 
built crowded cities, to escape the heat and enjoy the ocean. Build up the mill site as little as possible with only low income 
housing. Anything else is capitalist greed.

Mar 17 2026 0  Resign, you’re failing this project. Mendocino railway holds all the cards and you have nothing.
Mar 17 2026 0  DROP THE DAMN LAWSUIT!
Mar 17 2026 0  Get it to a safe status

Mar 17 2026 0  
Prioritize the needs of the locals versus tourist. Our unique location and environment are already attracting visitors. Focus on the 
quality of life of families that live here.

Mar 16 2026 1  Don’t let the Skunk Train off the hook for cleaning up the mill pond. 
Mar 16 2026 1  Dont cut corners, do your job, include the public in decision-making 
Mar 16 2026 1  Get on with it
Mar 16 2026 1  Show the history of the site and make it so that all can enjoy
Mar 16 2026 0  Think about the youth in town

Mar 16 2026 0  

We need living wage jobs sources, previous city council should have fought to keep the mill and it's living wages jobs and all the 
$$$ it supplied to the town.  The mill supplied power during outages to keep a portion of town running.  city council has it's work 
cut out for them.

Mar 16 2026 0  Support Mendocino Railway 
Mar 16 2026 0  Work with the county and make decisions together 

Mar 16 2026 0  
Don’t get sweet-talked by the train operator and give away what should be everyone’s. There are a lot more people here than just 
him. 

Mar 16 2026 0  Keep the city firmly responsive to its resident families, not it's $$$$$ rich influencers.
Mar 16 2026 0  Trust in and enhance the beauty of nature to leave visitors in awe
Mar 16 2026 0  Don’t get in the way.
Mar 16 2026 0  The new generation of fort Bragg is young. Think of our future.
Mar 16 2026 0  Protect and restore the natural beauty of the coast so that people and wildlife can both benefit. 

Mar 16 2026 0  
Please communicate more often with the people about this. 
A once-a-month meeting would be great.
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Mar 16 2026 0  
Build an aquarium, redwoods and railway type museum. Built along the coast could utilize the ocean, the coast has so much 
history of logging that can also be shown off. Tie it in with the train and it will be a great attraction. It could create year round jobs. 

Mar 16 2026 0  NO HOTELS 
Mar 16 2026 0  Quit talking it to death and quit following the opinions of the few.
Mar 16 2026 0  Be open minded 

Mar 16 2026 0  
Think about the long term strategies to ensure a self reliant community that can retain youth and enable young families to live 
and thrive in Fort Bragg. 

Mar 16 2026 0  Try to thoughtfully balance the needs of the economy with the needs of nature!

Mar 13 2026 0  
Think big! The future of our tourism industry is in your hands. Help us move from an old crumbling town into the bright future that 
lies ahead. 

Mar 09 2026 0  Housing, retail, conference area, concert area open space
Mar 09 2026 0  Help elect council members that do NOT support Sierra's interests. 
Mar 09 2026 0  find a way for us to move forward

Mar 09 2026 0  
to keep an open mind and listen to everyone that has made Fort Bragg their home at the same time try to put Fort Bragg on the 
map as a vacation destination

Mar 08 2026 1  My specific concern is having the owners of the skunk train involved.  They provide no value to F ort Bragg.

Mar 07 2026 0  
stop the nonsense and baseless lawsuit / fight with a railroad that has been deemed time and time again as a railroad. Help them 
re-open the entire line. 

Mar 07 2026 0  
You all need to stop worrying about the opinions of a bunch of affluent/vocal retirees and start worrying about the desires of 
working age people trying to make a living.  

Mar 06 2026 0  The mill was such a huge part of the city for so long and I'd like to see that reflected in the development.
Mar 06 2026 0  Get on with it! And don't cater to small loud busybodies. Get it done!
Mar 06 2026 0  Don't screw this up.
Mar 06 2026 0  Keep people informed.
Mar 06 2026 0  wild land restoration.
Mar 06 2026 0  Action.
Mar 06 2026 0  Reach out to the community to get the opinions of the majority not just the few crazies that show up to the meetings. 

Mar 06 2026 0  

Think long term...keep Fort Bragg and it's unique character in tact as well as the amenities that bring people here, and return 
here to visit or live. Do not turn us into a Disneyland seaside entertainment venue for short term gain/to benefit private enterprise 
over the welfare of the community

Mar 06 2026 0  Do not accept any cleanup proposals that deny public access to the beach
Mar 05 2026 0  Spend money wisely, employ local contractors and workers, get to work.

Mar 05 2026 1  
It almost seems like you are wanting to put the cart before the horse. Once the cleanup is done is when plans should be made. 
How can you say with any certainty that you will be able to complete the cleanup. 
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Mar 05 2026 1  

While regulation is important, speed is also important. This development has been "an idea" for far too long. There has been 
tremendous disappoint surrounding the events with Mendocino Railways acquisition of this land, but I would advise the council to 
put it behind them as much as possible and focus on getting a development plan in place as quickly as possible for the 
betterment of the community. 

Mar 05 2026 1  
Create an environment (natural, business and regulatory environment) friendly to single family homes suitable for wealthy 
retirees.

Mar 05 2026 0  Maintain architectural history and coastal nature
Mar 05 2026 0  Get it done ASAP 
Mar 05 2026 0  Let's get this going already!
Mar 05 2026 0  No more give aways to railroad company or other developers.
Mar 05 2026 0  Get a city manager that understands a viable well rounder economy.

Mar 05 2026 0  
Think ahead to the utopian ideal you and your constituents would like to see out there and push to get as close to that vision as 
possible. As you hear the views of other people and institutions consider the source and their incentives. 

Mar 05 2026 0  I just want them to go through the same process. Anyone else would have to go through to develop it
Mar 05 2026 0  Listen to all the community. I just had this survey sent to me by a friend. 
Mar 05 2026 0  Keep Marie Jones far away from this project. Plus, it’s not the city’s project. They don’t own the land. 
Mar 04 2026 1  A vision, no piece meal, no parking lots, no huge & tall buildings, no Disneyland train, educational facility

Mar 04 2026 1  Our city has what every city wants:authenticity. Don’t give it up for bling and money.  You can’t buy authenticity once you lose it.
Mar 03 2026 0  Keep Coastal Commission out.
Mar 03 2026 0  Remember the ocean/coast and its well-being when making decisions.

Mar 01 2026 0  

Thank you for offering this survey, much appreciated. Consequences of your decisions will go well beyond your lifetime and 
affect all aspects of life on the Mendocino Coast.  Please don't let egos, agendas and big bucks get in the way of thoughtful, 
sustainable and healthy approaches.

Mar 01 2026 0  Keep the open space—it is a treasure and will make this city attractive to visitors, residents and businesses.
Mar 01 2026 1  Repair tunnel and connect Willits to Fort Bragg by train

Mar 01 2026 1  
Do not be short sighted. You are managing the future of Fort Bragg. Do not lose site of the incredible natural beauty and the fact 
that is what makes the land valuable.

Feb 28 2026 0  
Use the natural beauty to be your guide. There is only so much California coastline. That is the most precious resource. I would 
avoid putting housing there. Make it more public park focused.

Feb 28 2026 0  Bring back it’s natural state
Feb 28 2026 1  Please think quality and longevity 
Feb 28 2026 1  Work with the owner. 

Feb 28 2026 1  

The City of Fort Bragg moving organically toward the seashore from its existing limits using small businesses and uses that 
complement the community is my vision for the future. This as opposed to a single financial entity from outside the area 
controlling all development.
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Feb 26 2026 1  
Make it a park. Headlands and wildlife refuge. Do not develop. Zone it a park and insist on the cleanup prior to anything else 
happening. Development is short sited, benefits the seller of the land and will trash the city and current businesses. 

Feb 25 2026 0  Diversify the local economy so it is not dependent on tourism.

Feb 23 2026 0  
Remember it is the natural beauty that brings both residents and visitors to this area.  Think carefully before giving that away 
when there are other options available

Feb 23 2026 0  
Please do not give in to corporate interests and guard against privatization of this very beautiful and unique area. We don't need 
to be Emeryville or San Mateo! That's why people move here and live here, because we like it small and friendly.

Feb 23 2026 0  
See by pass traffic issues previously stated and don't be intimidated by the land grab  railroad and their quest to make huge 
profits at our (FB citizens) expense.

Feb 23 2026 0  Make the site easily accessible from town.   

Feb 23 2026 1  Look at other communities successful development s use them as a guide to the development.  Don’t trie to reinvent the wheel. 

Feb 22 2026 1  

The site is pure gold to the future of Fort Bragg. It possesses some of the most beautiful coastline of California. We see a 
pedestrian overpass from downtown right into the hub of the site. There you develop it with business and activities that will attract 
tourist from around the world to come stay in multi level ocean front lodging (with some that are personal residences) To eat and 
drink in restaurants and bars with ocean front views and spend their money. Not saying over build but create an environment that 
draws families to play and appreciate the beauty, history and marine life our town and location has to offer. The coast trail is a 
great start. Connecting the site to established businesses eg., Skunk Train, North Coast Brewery etc. The west side is the future 
life line to our town.

Feb 22 2026 0  

Stop trying to develop a Disneyland.  Focus on the runway to bring new jobs, new families, new businesses, new entrepreneurs 
that recognize what our small, remote area has to offer and want to live here.  People are looking to work in an area like ours.  
Utilize and develop the runway to attract those folks.  These same people vacation in our area and would love to live here, but 
working here is not realistic with transportation options.  

Feb 22 2026 0  
Talk with experts in the areas of restoration and community development—people who have successfully completed or 
extensively documented similar projects. 

Feb 22 2026 1  Making it affordable for local families to live there. Local businesses to operate there. And access to the coastline/beaches. 
Feb 22 2026 1  Speed up the whole process of utilizing the mail site as much as possible

Feb 21 2026 0  
Holding off the corporate interests will be a great (and most important) challenge while working slowly, but with diligent good 
intent, to move forward with reclaiming this unique & precious land.  There will not be another opportunity.

Feb 21 2026 1  fort bragg needs to grow in ordered to survive. we can grow without losing small town charm. 
Feb 21 2026 0  Think of the future generations 

Feb 20 2026 0  
Stop looking at the property as an isolated unit. Envision it as part of the larger Fort Bragg. This may enable us to find answers to 
housing through redevelopment of existing areas

Feb 20 2026 0  Do not trust the skunk train.
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Feb 20 2026 1  Find the right design group with a successful track record of developing natural setting with the proper balance.

Feb 20 2026 0  

Think out of the box to invite visitors to FB. Support the train but hold them accountable to our City. Maybe rent them the land. 
Push them to open the tunnel!!!
I feel stagnation in our town !!

Feb 19 2026 0  Development should be in a manner that provides carreer based job opportunities and housing infrastructure.

Feb 19 2026 0  
Figure out how to work well with and support the land owner if possible through the grant process consider removal of the sewer 
treatment facility. It does not seem an appropriate spot in a tourist promoted area.

Feb 19 2026 0  

People and community before profit for a few .
The city needs to mature its economy and create resilience. We are in some ways an island geographically and we need to 
invest in regenerative businesses, agriculture and housing . Many of the ideas shared are still reliant on services and a 
continuation of current practices. The mill site is an amazing asset that should be carefully considered. It is also stolen land that 
should be honored by living up to the values of the communities that would have historically existed. Coexistence and mutual 
benefit from the resources of the land.

Feb 19 2026 0  

If remediation and restoration were handled carefully, this could be the centerpiece that makes Fort Bragg a unique coastal town. 
Also, if a university extension could be persuaded to settle here it would bring better jobs into the community. Although the 
pressure for housing is increasing, I feel it would be better located somewhere other than on this unique piece of land.

Feb 19 2026 0  

Try to provide a piece for everyone to enjoy. Parks , outdoor space,  housing entertainment areas. This is an amazing gift to 
develop withthe community. Let’s share it with community. Good clear communication as the development goes along. Thank 
you!

Feb 19 2026 0  Go gently, consider first nature and second the needs of this community for healthy jobs and housing.
Feb 19 2026 1  Get rid of the Pampas grass and railroad.
Feb 19 2026 1  Stop caving to the loudest voices and emphasize green spaces
Feb 18 2026 0  No good ‘Ol boys bullshit
Feb 18 2026 0  No housing make the site a place for visitors access to coast.
Feb 18 2026 0  Please remember that the reason we live here is because of the natural beauty and small town charm.
Feb 18 2026 0  Keep this treasure accessible for everyone. It belongs to our children
Feb 18 2026 0  Do not let the Skunk Train owners con you. They are greedy and not to be trusted 
Feb 18 2026 0  Do not turn this into Portland, Oregon's waterfront park where citizens and tourists are afraid to go.

Feb 18 2026 0  
Let's cooperate with the skunk train owners but not compromise the entire planning process, don't let them ruin this opportunity 
to do a good job for everyone in order to serve their special interests

Feb 18 2026 1  draw on similar projects from around California to develop best pratices

Feb 18 2026 1  
Make a move already! This community, residents & businesses have suffered long enough! Ukiah is booming while we can’t 
seem to get anything done!

Feb 18 2026 1  Encourage the Skunk to seek new owners subject to City approval
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Feb 18 2026 1  

Please make the mill site a wildlife preserve. Remove invasive plants. Rip up any remaining foundations, cement, asphalt. 
Restore habitat. California has lost almost all its wetlands, and the Fort Bragg area has very little wetland/riparian area. It store 
carbon. It helps crashing bird populations. Please take this opportunity to do what is right for our planet!

Feb 18 2026 0  
If absolutely must work with Skunk, he pays for half of remediation & development & takes down unfriendly fences & no 
trespassing signs.

Feb 17 2026 0  
Stop your stupid lawsuit, which is gonna cost you guys dearly with the Skunk train. You’ve created a complete mess. would be 
done. People would be have access to way more beauty and you guys shut it all down. Grow the hell up you are children.

Feb 17 2026 0  Make it profitable for the Town and don’t listen to idiots!
Feb 17 2026 0  Is the benefit to the locals or the people and companies outside of Fort Bragg? 
Feb 17 2026 0  Realize the importance and specialness of what you have - it can" t be bought and once it's gine, it's gone.
Feb 17 2026 0  Get going with development 
Feb 17 2026 1  Don’t allow it to become a drug addict/homeless encampment.
Feb 17 2026 1  Use caution and don’t build out too fast. 
Feb 16 2026 0  Let’s build the future of Fort Bragg while respecting and preserving the culture of this great community. 
Feb 16 2026 0  PAVE THE RUNWAY! DON"T HIRE "DANDY CONSTRUCTION." 
Feb 16 2026 0  Just do something already. You’ve been working on this for how many years? 

Feb 16 2026 0  

Try to keep the view and access to the ocean and property somewhat for the people of Fort Bragg. Try to focus on Local use 
rather than focusing on tourism. A school training in excellent service would be ok. But that supports any kind of job. A school 
teaching cooking would be okat but a cook can get a job in a hospital as a private chef etc, not just restaurants. 

Feb 16 2026 0  Don't be snowed by Sierra Railroad/Skunk Train entity.
Feb 16 2026 1  Resist corporate ownership and management of improvements on the Mill Site

Feb 16 2026 1  
Affordability ! Don't make Ft Bragg have/ have nots destination for rich tourists , continue to support NOTO MARINE SCIENCE 
CTR coastal Discovery Ctr & other environmental conservation and educational endeavors

Feb 16 2026 0  
Make the right choices for the townspeople not tourists. keep our special little town special for the people who grew up here and 
find comfort in how it is right now.

Feb 16 2026 0  
Don't sell out to the illegal eminent domain possession by Mendocino Railway you need to think outside of the box, the world is 
changing, travel up and down the coast and see!

Feb 15 2026 0  Take charge and use intelligence 

Feb 15 2026 0  
Go slow, we will never get this chance again, with large piece of property next to ocean. People come hear to see the ocean not 
large buildings, go Marine.              

Feb 15 2026 0  Start on the housing areas and underground utilities infrastructure.  
Feb 15 2026 1  The Mill Site needs to be developed with improvement for public access and restoration.
Feb 15 2026 1  Do something! 
Feb 15 2026 1  Get moving on this site.  I think the future of Fort Bragg is dependent on the thoughtful uses of this site. 
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Feb 15 2026 1  Maintain the small town character of FB

Feb 15 2026 1  
Don't give up the headlands to the railroad to develop for profit; the headlands should be cleaned up and made open space in 
alignment with the Blue Economy. 

Feb 15 2026 1  
Create an area that is in keeping with the look and feel of downtown, no tall buildings that ruin the views of the people already 
living in Fort Bragg.

Feb 15 2026 0  Daylight the creeks first

Feb 15 2026 0  

Do not fight with Mendocino Railway over issues of eminent domain, unless the development they are proposing is not related to 
rail transportation (people or freight).  Mendocino Railway is a federally-regulated public utility, so the courts will ultimately rule in 
their favor. 

Feb 15 2026 0  
I wish I knew. But I think the whole area should be publicly owned by our city. Not this pseudo railroad. It's really a shame that it 
went this far.

Feb 14 2026 1  Get it done 

Feb 14 2026 0  
Don't kill the goose that lays the golden eggs.  People come here to get away from crowds and areas where natural places have 
been replaced by development.

Feb 14 2026 0  Don’t commercialize the whole dite
Feb 14 2026 0  Don't give our town away to developers who don't respect the city's power to zone & regulate development.

Feb 14 2026 0  
Do what’s best for the future FB. We are a tourist attraction with a small town feel. We need to be on top of traffic and 
congestion, housing and healthcare ,  education and especially the environment

Feb 14 2026 1  Try to regain control of the Mill site from MR and work with FB residents to address the Mill Site.
Feb 13 2026 0  Don’t bend over backwards to accomodate the Skunk Train—it doesn’t benefit locals

Feb 13 2026 0  

Prioritize the well being of the community and the people who live and visit here by adopting land use policies that stress 
environmental protection, expansion of natural areas, diversification of our economy of small local businesses that will build a 
strong family friendly community and avoid the plans of the owners of the Mill Site to develop a Southern CA coastal project that 
concretizes our natural environment for the benefit of a few property owners.

Feb 13 2026 0  
Don’t impose taxes on people to pay for the improvements needed to make the mill site attractive to investors and land owners 
for development.  Developers must pay %100 of those costs!!!!

Feb 12 2026 1  Protect the citizens of Fort Bragg from bearing the cost of private development of the mil site.

Feb 12 2026 0  

My concern is that the property owners will minimize the cost of clean up, maximize the cost to the city for development support, 
while pocketing profits on hundreds of acres of ocean front property they paid very little for. Sierra Northern needs to find the 
funds for cleanup before they pocket easy profits. Also - don't trust the railroad people - really.

Feb 12 2026 0  

Require full and detailed characterization of the site for contamination before moving forward.  While much of the site is rated by 
DTSC as "No Further Action Needed" for its current zoning as "Timber/Industrial," any general commercial/residential use would 
require a significantly higher level (cleaner) certification, for lenders as well as regulators.

Feb 12 2026 0  
Collaborate with the property owner, but do not use tax dollars to enrich the property owner. Providing/facilitating development 
opportunities in exchange for community benefits.
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City of Fort Bragg 2026 Economic Development & Mill Site Community Survey
Would you like to receive email updates about this project?
Answer Choices
Yes 55.76% 179
No 44.24% 142

Answered 321
Skipped 33

Responses
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PRESENTER:         Isaac Whippy City Manager, Valerie Stump Assistant Planner, 4LEAF 
 

AGENDA TITLE:   Discussion and Provide Direction on Code Enforcement Policy 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the City Council direct staff to implement a Hybrid Code Enforcement 
Model that combines complaint-based response with targeted proactive enforcement in key 
areas if needed, beginning with a focused pilot phase. 
 
The pilot would build on work already underway by using proactive nuisance enforcement 
in the Central Business District and implementation of the Vacant Property Registry Program 
as test areas. This will allow the City to evaluate the effectiveness of a more proactive, 
strategic model and understand the workload and staffing impacts before considering any 
expansion. 
 
Staff is seeking Direction on the following: 

1.  Enforcement Model - Does Council support the Hybrid Model as the preferred 
direction for the Code Enforcement program, or does Council prefer a different approach? 

2.  Priorities - Which violation types should staff prioritize when caseload exceeds 
capacity? For example: building and health and safety hazards, nuisance conditions, short-
term rental violations, unpermitted construction, or other issue areas. 

3.  Staffing - Does Council support exploring dedicated code enforcement staffing - either 
a permanent position or continued contract services - if the pilot phase demonstrates that 
current capacity is insufficient to meet community expectations? 

4.  Procedures and Continuity - Does Council direct staff to prioritize the development of 
formal written standard operating procedures for code enforcement before expanding the 
scope of enforcement activity, in order to ensure program continuity regardless of staff 
changes? 

Staff further recommends that the City Council direct staff to: 
 Establish priorities and policies for all code enforcement activity. 
 Develop written standard operating procedures to ensure program continuity. 
 Continue and formalize proactive nuisance enforcement in the Central Business 

District as part of the pilot. 
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 Implement the Vacant Property Registry Program and integrate it into day-to-day 
code enforcement operations. 

 Use an education-first approach to encourage voluntary compliance before pursuing 
penalties. 

 Use the new software tools to track pilot workload, case outcomes, and geographic 
distribution of activity. 

 Report back to Council with findings from the pilot, including whether additional 
staffing or other resources are needed to sustain or expand proactive efforts. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND 

The City of Fort Bragg’s Code Enforcement (CE) program has historically been complaint-
driven, responding when residents and businesses report concerns. This has allowed the 
City to address specific issues, but it has also led to inconsistent enforcement, slower 
response times, and limited ability to address broader, visible problems across the 
community.Over the years, the Code Enforcement program has moved between 
departments in an effort to improve service. It was originally in the Community 
Development Department, then moved to the Police Department in 2023 with grant funding 
from the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. When that grant funding 
ended in 2024, the program was reduced to a part-time position and returned to the 
Community Development Department. 

Since that time, staff have begun evaluating how to strengthen the program. This has 
included working with 4Leaf, Inc. to review and improve standard operating procedures 
(SOPs), and investing in new code enforcement and permitting software to improve case 
tracking, reporting, and day-to-day efficiency. With these changes in place—new software, 
updated procedures, and a smaller but focused program—this is a good time to step back, 
look at the program as a whole, and set a clear direction for the future. 

Community engagement has also informed this 
discussion. In March 2026, the City conducted the 
Community Budget Priorities Survey, which included 
questions on code enforcement, nuisance conditions, 
and community appearance. A strong majority of 
respondents (almost 79 percent) indicated that code 
enforcement is either “very important” or “somewhat 
important” to maintaining neighborhood quality and 
community standards (65 “very important” and 51 
“somewhat important” out of 147 responses).  

Figure 1: The Importance of Code Enforcement 
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The survey also highlighted top areas of concern, including abandoned or neglected 
properties, property maintenance issues such as junk and unsafe structures, illegal 
dumping and litter, and downtown and commercial property upkeep. This feedback 
supports a more consistent, visible, and proactive approach that focuses on nuisance and 
property condition issues that the community sees as most important. 

Code Enforcement Fundamentals 

Before evaluating policy options, it is important for Council to understand what code 
enforcement actually requires - legally, procedurally, and in terms of staff time. This 
context directly informs the resource and liability questions at the heart of this discussion. 

A code enforcement case is not simply observing a violation and issuing a fine. Each case 
requires a legally defensible administrative record, due process protections, and time for 
voluntary compliance. The City’s authority to impose administrative fines is governed by 
Fort Bragg Municipal Code Chapter 1.12, adopted pursuant to California Government 
Code Section 53069.4. Skipping or shortcutting any required step can render a case 
unenforceable and expose the City to legal challenge. 

A typical case moves through the following sequence: 

 

1.  Intake and Investigation. Staff receives a complaint. Staff then have to validate that 
complaint by verifying the violation exists. Typically this is through a site visit where Staff 
gathers photographic documentation, but cases often also require permit record review 
and identification of the responsible party. All findings are documented in the case file. 

2.  Courtesy Notice. Once Staff establishes a violation is present, the City’s practice has 
been to send an education-first notice informing the responsible party of the potential 
violation and providing an opportunity to correct it voluntarily. This step is not a legally 
actionable step, but it shows our commitment to education and voluntary compliance over 
punitive enforcement.  In cases of immediate health and safety danger, we forgo this step 
and move on to step 3.  

Figure 2: Neighborhood Issues to Prioritize 
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3.  Notice of Violation (NOV). A formal written notice identifying the specific code sections 
violated, evidence of the violation, required corrective action, and a compliance deadline. 
The NOV must be properly served and proof of service needs to be included in the 
administrative record. Compliance deadlines vary by violation type and severity. 

4.  Re-Inspection. After the compliance deadline, staff must conduct a documented re-
inspection. This step is not optional. Without it the City cannot demonstrate ongoing non-
compliance and any subsequent enforcement action may be successfully challenged. 

5.  Administrative Citation. If non-compliance continues, staff may issue an 
Administrative Citation under FBMC Chapter 1.12. Each day a violation continues 
constitutes a separate offense. Citations must include notice of the right to appeal. If 
contested, the case proceeds to an administrative hearing. 

6.  Abatement. In cases of continued non-compliance, the City may take corrective action 
directly and recover costs from the property owner. Abatement requires additional legal 
process, including prior notice and an opportunity to be heard. Costs may be recorded as a 
lien against the property. 

Even a case that resolves at the courtesy notice stage requires multiple documented 
steps. A contested case can span many months. This is why caseload volume that 
appears manageable on paper can quickly become unsustainable - and why written 
procedures, adequate staffing, and reliable case management tools are essential to 
program effectiveness and legal defensibility. 

Code Enforcement Priorities 

Effective code enforcement requires clear priorities. With limited staff capacity, it is not 
possible to pursue every complaint and every violation type with equal urgency. 
Historically, Fort Bragg's code enforcement priorities have shifted in response to changing 
supervision, grant-funded initiatives, and evolving Council goals resulting in a program that 
has been reactive not only to complaints, but to organizational circumstances. Moving 
forward, staff is seeking Council direction on a stable set of priorities that reflects the 
community's values and can guide enforcement decisions consistently over time. 

Many cities, especially smaller communities with limited staff, are moving toward 
“strategic” code enforcement models. In these models, cities keep responding to 
complaints but also do some targeted proactive work in locations or issue areas that have 
the most impact, such as key corridors, blighted properties, or health and safety concerns. 

Common best practices include: 

 Using data and mapping to decide where to focus limited staff time. 
 Emphasizing compliance and problem-solving rather than fines and punishment. 
 Coordinating with other departments, such as Police, Fire, Public Works, and 

Planning. 
 Providing clear information and outreach so residents and businesses understand 

the rules and process. 
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Many communities also emphasize equity in enforcement. That means trying to avoid a 
situation where only the most vocal neighborhoods get attention, and instead making sure 
all parts of the city receive fair and consistent service. Some cities partner with nonprofits 
and community organizations to connect property owners and tenants with help, such as 
repair assistance or social services, when that is appropriate. 

Fort Bragg’s recent steps—new software, outside review of procedures, and consideration 
of a hybrid model—are consistent with these best practices and position the City to move 
toward a more modern, community-focused approach. 

This report presents options for evolving the City’s Code Enforcement program and asks 
the City Council to provide direction on future priorities. 

DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 
 
The City is at a turning point in code enforcement. Recent organizational changes, new 
technology, and outside procedural review create an opportunity to move from a reactive 
system toward a more consistent, proactive, and legally sound program. The question 
before Council is not whether to improve - but how, and at what pace. 

 
The complaint-driven model has three core limitations. First, enforcement is inherently 
uneven - neighborhoods that generate fewer complaints receive less attention, even when 
conditions are similar. Second, staffing constraints mean slower response times and 
limited capacity for follow-up or proactive work. Third, the absence of written procedures 
creates continuity risk: when staff changes, institutional knowledge is lost, and the program 
loses consistency. 

 
With only part-time staffing, it is difficult to respond quickly to all complaints or to conduct 
regular inspections. This keeps the City in a reactive mode, dealing with problems after 
they surface instead of preventing them or catching them earlier. 
 
New software tools can help change this. They allow staff to track cases more clearly, see 
patterns and trends, and use limited time and resources where they will make the most 
difference. The review by 4Leaf has also provided ideas for clearer procedures and better 
coordination among departments. 
 
The City’s existing work on proactive nuisance enforcement in the Central Business 
District and the new Vacant Property Registry Program are early examples of a more 
strategic approach. These efforts can serve as pilots and building blocks for a broader 
hybrid model. 
 
Current Challenges 

 
A. Complaint-driven limitations 
Because the program depends on complaints: 
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 Some areas may see more enforcement than others. 
 Obvious or ongoing issues may go unaddressed if no one complains. 
 Residents may feel enforcement is inconsistent or unfair. 

 
B. Staffing constraints 
With only a part-time position, response times are slower, and staff have limited capacity 
for follow-up and proactive work. 
 
C. Public perception 
Some members of the public see code enforcement as punitive. This can discourage 
people from reaching out early and can make voluntary compliance harder to achieve. 
Other members of the public see code enforcement as ineffective. Complainants do not 
fully understand the constraints the department is working under and often are wanting 
their complaint addressed immediately. 
 
Opportunities for Improvement 
 
A. Investment in technology 
The new software will help staff: 

 Track and prioritize cases. 
 Identify “hot spots” and repeat problems. 
 Provide clearer, more regular reporting to Council and the public. 

 
B. Operational review 
The work with 4Leaf has highlighted ways to: 

 Clarify and streamline standard operating procedures. 
 Improve how cases move from complaint to resolution. 
 Coordinate better with other City departments. 

 
 

Policy Options 
 
Option 1: Maintain current complaint-driven model 
 
Under this option, the City would keep the existing system with a part-time Code 
Enforcement Officer and make only minor operational improvements. 
 
Pros: 

 No new cost. 
 The system is already familiar to staff and the community. 

Cons: 
 Inconsistency would likely continue. 
 The City would remain largely reactive, with limited ability to prevent problems. 
 Some areas/complaints may feel underserved if they do not generate many 

complaints. 
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Option 2: Hybrid model (Recommended) 
 
Under this option, the City would keep responding to complaints but also add targeted 
proactive enforcement in priority areas. 
 
Key elements: 

 Focus proactive work on downtown, major corridors, and other key locations. 
 Prioritize issues that affect health, safety, and the City’s appearance. 
 Use data from the software to decide where and how to focus limited staff time. 
 Emphasize education and voluntary compliance before moving to penalties. 
 Coordinate with other departments and, when helpful, with community partners. 

Pros: 
 Balanced approach that can be implemented with existing resources. 
 Improves consistency and visibility. 
 Aligns with common best practices used by other small cities. 

Cons: 
 Requires additional staff to adjust workflows and set clear priorities. 
 Requires clear communication to the public about the new approach. 

 
Option 3: Fully proactive program 
 
Under this option, the City would move to regular inspections across the entire community 
and significantly expand staffing. 
 
Pros: 

 Provides the most consistent and comprehensive level of service. 
 Allows for early identification and prevention of problems. 

Cons: 
 Would require additional staffing and budget. 
 May exceed current community expectations and financial capacity. 

 
The hybrid model is recommended because it offers clear improvements in fairness, 
visibility, and effectiveness while staying within current resources. It also gives the City a 
platform to grow the program later if needed and if funding allows. 
 
Measuring success 
 
To understand whether the changes are working, staff would track and report: 

 How many cases come from complaints versus proactive work. 
 How long it takes to respond to and resolve cases. 
 How often issues are resolved through voluntary compliance. 
 Where cases are located, to help monitor fairness across neighborhoods. 
 General community feedback and any trends in concerns about enforcement. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
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At this time, staff believe the hybrid model can be implemented within existing resources 
by reallocating staff time and using the new software to improve efficiency. 

The City will use the initial implementation of the Vacant Property Registry Program and 
proactive nuisance enforcement in the Central Business District as a practical test phase. 
This will allow staff to evaluate workload, case volume, follow-up demands, and 
administrative impacts before determining whether additional staffing resources are 
needed. 

If these pilot efforts show that a broader proactive program creates a sustained increase in 
workload beyond current capacity, staff will return to Council with information on resource 
needs, including potential staffing, training, and ongoing software support. 

CONSISTENCY 

This item supports the City’s Strategic Plan by: 

 Promoting community pride and quality of life  

 Supporting economic development and downtown revitalization  

 Advancing organizational efficiency through technology  

 Reinforcing the City’s role as a facilitator and community partner 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

Community engagement has also informed this discussion. In March 2026, the City 
conducted the Community Budget Priorities Survey, which included questions on code 
enforcement, nuisance conditions, and community appearance with 147 respondents. 
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CITY OF FORT BRAGG 
Incorporated August 5, 1889 

416 N. Franklin Street, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
Phone: (707) 961-2823        Fax: (707) 961-2802 

www.FortBragg.com 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 

 All items of work and the provisions of the contract executed with Adams 
Commercial General Contracting, Inc for the Town Hall Retrofit & Bathroom Remodel 
Project dated March 12, 2025, have been completed. 

 This project as described above was awarded by the Fort Bragg City Council by 
resolution at their meeting of March 10, 2025. 

 It is recommended that the completed project be accepted by the City Council. 

 

 

      ___________________________ 
                                       Alfredo Huerta 

                       Assistant City Engineer        
 
DATED: April 10, 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT “A” 

Docusign Envelope ID: D8A8F203-5573-8C00-82C9-92C569BE9776
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