
















































































































































































































































































































































































Jessica@jessicaehlers.com 

 

335 E. Fir Street  

Fort Bragg, CA 95437 

19 March 15 

 

Fort Bragg City Counsil members 

416 N. Franklin St.  

Fort Bragg, CA 95437 

 

 

Dear City Counsil Members, 

 

This is the second letter I have written in support of the Mendocino Coast Hospitality 

Center’s CDBG project at the Old Coast Hotel and I am writing this new one to 

underscore my position. It is a hugely important project to this community. It should be 

developed and supported because the project develops and supports the community itself.  

 

I am a 35 year-old mother who grew up here in Fort Bragg. I have watched the landscape 

of change from when I was a child and the mill was running to what it is today. I chose to 

raise my own family here because I prefer to know my neighbors and travel a little slower 

down the roads. 

 

Homelessness and mental health are not abstract ideas for me. I worked at the Mendocino 

Coast Hospitality Center from 2011-2014. While there, I learned about the services from 

policy development to one-on-one services with clients. They do tremendously beneficial 

work for and with people who struggle with basic human needs. I saw great successes 

while I was there, people with entrenched mental illness and other barriers were move 

through the programs to find sustainable housing.  

 

I am also graduate student in an MSW program at Humboldt State University. I will be 

graduating this May and I will continue to live here in Fort Bragg to pursue a license in 

clinical social work. In the MSW program I am in we study the breadth of entrenched 

homelessness, the spectrum of mental health, how to build community supports, social 

dynamics, family systems and addiction issues. These are all huge issues with no easy 

answers.  

 

However, agencies like the Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center are working towards 

curbing the problem, not proliferating it. Without a place for people to go that is 

productive, they will continue their desperate lifestyles because that is all they have. (Up 

and down Franklin Street all day and night.) If we help those in our community who are 

struggling to heal and grow and have a sense of purpose, a sense of place, we are 

eliminating the problem and yes, showing a good example. Let’s set a good example for 

our children. Help those in need; don’t shame them.  

 

Thank you, Jessica Ehlers 

 

mailto:Jessica@jessicaehlers.com
















































 
COMMUNITY CARE 

Multipurpose Senior Services Program •  Community Care HIV/AIDS Program 
 Independence Plus Programs  •  Senior I & A 

301 South State Street, Ukiah, California  95482 
(707) 468-9347   •   Fax:  (707) 468-5234 
Visit us at: www.communitycare707.com 

 

 

       
 

March 20, 2015 
 
 

Mayor and Council Members, City of Fort Bragg 
416 N. Franklin Street 
Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
 
Re: The Location of the Hospitality Center at 101 N. Franklin Street in Fort Bragg 
 
Distinguished Mayor and Council Members, 
 
I am a member of the Mendocino County Homelessness Services Continuum of Care Governing Board. 
Our Board strongly supports the location of the Hospitality Center, including its essential case 
management and transitional housing services, and its homeless resource center, to the property 
previously known as the Old Coast Hotel. 
 
Hospitality Center’s services are a key part of HUD’s Continuum of Care as provided in our county. The 

organization Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center has proven itself as an able and efficient partner in 
our efforts to house the homeless.  
 
Furthermore, I wish to express concern that the problem of homelessness is conflated with the solutions 
to homelessness. The site of the Old Coast Hotel is a central location therefore ideal for the purposes 
proposed by MCHC for many reasons, including accessibility and integration into society for vulnerable 
persons.  
 
Fort Bragg has the opportunity (at 101 N. Franklin Street) to gain a first-class facility that is robustly 
managed, with active behavioral supervision and resource support.  This use of the Old Coast Hotel will 
be bright spot in the downtown as a multi-use facility, revitalizing a closed building with life and activity. 
 
I commend the Mayor and Council Members for their commitment to the care of our homeless neighbors 
and for their forward-thinking and faith in a brighter tomorrow for Fort Bragg. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Rachel Robison, M.A. 
Executive Director  
Community Care Management Corporation 

http://www.communitycare707.com/



































