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Therapeutic Services, INC., DBA OARS

PO Box 803 • Fort Bragg, CA • 95437

707-961-9699 • OARS707@gmail.com

Dear Planning Commissioners,

We are writing on behalf of Parents and Friends and their opportunity to create and provide
additional housing for a very needing population. The additional residential care facility for the
elderly is an opportunity which we rarely are able to make happen. We at Dandelion and OARS feel
that this project should be supported whole-heartedly by the Planning Commision. We live in a
unique community which is strong and connected; this project will only serve to continue to
strengthen our cohesiveness while offering direly needed services, and  creating more jobs. It is a
deeply worthy project which should be approved by the commision

Thank you so much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Frank J. Menhams, MA, MS

--
Co-founder  
Program Director
OARS Therapeutic Services
430-B Redwood Ave.
Fort Bragg, CA 95437
707-961-9699 Office
530-356-4747 Cell

mailto:fmenhams@gmail.com
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P.O. Box 741 
Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
 
20 April 2021 
 
Community Development  
416 North Franklin Street 
 Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
 
 
To The Fort Bragg Planning Commissioners: 
 
I am writing as an aging member of our community in support of the CDP request 
for Parents and Friends’ planned construction of three new RCFEs on Cypress St. 
here in Fort Bragg. It is vital for our aging population to have options when it 
comes to long term care and these facilities are a wonderful option. 
 
Although I am writing as an older member of the community, I do also work for 
Parents and Friends, so I am familiar with how ideal these facilities can be.  The 
participants at our first RCFE—AKA Azalea House, have fantastic care. The home is 
warm, cozy, and safe, and the staff are caring and skilled. It is located in a lovely 
part of town on a charming cul-de-sac near the high school. Azalea’s participants 
are served at a one to one ratio. Compare that to a one to six ratio at Sherwood 
Oaks—currently our only other established option locally.  Yes, there is another, 
for profit facility opening soon in town, but I would much rather live at a place 
where the participant is the focus rather than the almighty dollar.  
 
After becoming familiar with the Azalea House RCFE, I have decided that it is the 
type of place where I would like to live if I can no longer live on my own.  
Moreover, I am sure that the future RCFEs built by Parents and Friends will be 
even more wonderful and will create a loving and safe community for the people 
they serve. I highly recommend that their plans be approved. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Margaret Somerville 
 

















From: Xaviera Hall
To: CDD User
Subject: Residential Care Facility for the Elderly: 350 Cypress Street
Date: Sunday, April 25, 2021 4:38:56 PM

To the members of the Fort Bragg Planning Commission,

I am writing this letter in support of Parents and Friends Inc. building three four bed Residential Care Facilities for
the Elderly at 350 Cypress St. We are in need of such facilities here on the coast as they provide a specialized
service for individuals of the age of 59 and older that have developmental disabilities and an age related condition
such as Alzheimer’s and dementia. Parents and Friends Inc. was lucky enough to be awarded a Community
Development Block Grant to help build these facility and I am in full support of this project.

Sincerely,
Xaviera Hall

Sent from my iPad

mailto:xavierahall1@gmail.com
mailto:CDD@fortbragg.com
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Gonzalez, Joanna

From: armitch <arlene@lelandmitchell.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 22, 2021 3:45 PM
To: CDD User
Subject: New RCFE homes

  I would like to add my recommendation to build three new residential homes by RCFE.  My niece is a resident of the 
Azalea House managed by Jodie Schmid.  She and the other staff members have taken excellent care of my niece.  If all 
the managers of these new homes are like her you will have a excellent reputation in your favor. 
 
Sincerely, 
Arlene Mitchell 
Conservator for Debra Smith 















From: D. Sangraal
To: CDD User
Subject: Comment re Parents & Friends Development Permit
Date: Sunday, May 16, 2021 1:49:09 PM

I am a resident of Cottages at Cypress, 330 Cypress Street.  My home is
12' away from the proposed building site. I am gravely concerned about
the noise level and its effect on myself and fellow neighboring residents. 
What considerations will be given to this situation? My request is that all
reasonable protection be considered as an important part of this project. 
A tall fence (sound barrier) is one way. Since the Pharmacy and North Coast Clinic
will also be subjected to the noise, this barrier should enclose the
entire property. 
Please also advise if there will be Cypress trees cut down as part
of the plan. 
A response verifying my comment has been received would be appreciated.
Thank you.
Dyana Sangraal
707-962-0903
text 707-813-1290
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Locke Kevin

From: D. Sangraal <chirising.dyana@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 11:12 AM
To: Locke Kevin
Subject: Re: Comment re Parents & Friends Development Permit

Thank you for your response, I appreciate it.  
I am familiar with Parents & Friends and the  
purpose of the project. It's a worthwhile project.  

In the meantime, no matter how long the building 
lasts, it is still a continual disruption and in my 
case affects my health and well being.  So, be it 
ever so humble, I am formally requesting the city 
propose a barrier wall or other effective method that 
will cut down some of the noise.  This does not 
seem like an unreasonable request.  

I hope to attend the meeting and thank you again. 
Dyana Sangraal 

 





From: Locke Kevin
To: Peters, Sarah
Subject: FW: Parents & Friends Project
Date: Friday, May 14, 2021 8:18:02 AM

Hi Sarah – Please see Mr. Patterson’s comment below
 
From: Jacob Patterson <jacob.patterson.esq@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021 3:40 PM
To: Locke Kevin <Klocke@fortbragg.com>
Subject: Parents & Friends Project
 
Kevin,
 
Please disregard or forward this if you are not the right person since I think this project was
assigned to M-Group but I have a couple of thoughts about that project, which is up for PC
review on the 19th. Anyway, I am happy to have a project with no major concerns and which I
feel is basically consistent with the Coastal General Plan (CGP). This is primarily due to the
retention and protection of the cypress trees on the site, which would have been a major
concern had they been proposed for removal. That said, when I reviewed the project materials
you provided to me at City Hall on the 6th, I noticed two items that might merit a special
condition to ensure full consistency with all applicable policies of the CGP. 
 
First, the landscaping plan sheet includes a note at the top right side of the page which states
"All existing trees to remain and be protected in place throughout construction. Any existing
tree in poor health, or considered a hazard as defined by a certified arborist shall be removed
and replaced with a similar tree." I am concerned that this note on the plans, the details of
which usually become part of the project approval, may be interpreted to permit the property
owner and applicant to remove existing trees without City approval. Normally removing a
mature tree in the City's Coastal Zone requires a Coastal Development Permit (CDP) because
it has been defined as "major vegetation removal." That usually requires specific Planning
Commission approval, although I might be mistaken and staff might be the first-level review
authority. I don't want the applicant to be able to hire whatever arborist they want and then
point to this note as the City approval to remove any of the trees, which are also the namesake
of Cypress Street. 
 
I think a special condition is prudent to explicitly require Planning Commission approval (or
maybe staff-level Administrative CDP approval) prior to any such tree removals. This would
require some sort of notice of pending action to alert the public to potential removal of any of
these mature trees, which are visible from all over town. I think this is necessary to make sure
that these particularly prominent trees, which may have historic significance as well, aren't
impacted by this project and that this project remains consistent with the CGP. (I also think the
CEQA exemption is only soundly applied to this project if none of these trees are harmed by
the project.) Obviously, if one of these trees is actually dangerous, it should be removed but I
want to be sure it only happens after a public process with an opportunity for the public to
object.
 
Second, I would like to ensure that the City defines what is expected by the requirement that
trees are protected in place throughout construction. There is a tree protection zone based on
the drip line but Building #1 is actually a little within that protection zone and I am concerned

mailto:Klocke@fortbragg.com
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that construction activities might impact the root structures of the mature trees. Normally, I
would advocate for specific and detailed mitigation measures (e.g., the requirement for hand
tools or air spades for any work that could impact the trees root structures within the
protection zone as well as a prohibition on severing any existing roots greater than 1.5" or
sometimes 2" in diameter regardless of their location). I usually also advocate for the
installation of root growth barriers around a building's foundation as well to prevent conflicts
between the trees and infrastructure. I find specific special conditions or mitigation measures
are almost always better than vague and ambiguous references to "best management
practices." I am also generally opposed to applicant-provided biological or arborist studies and
would recommend that the City ask for recommendations on special condition wording from
Asa Spade, who prepared the original report at Amy Wynn's office.
 
Finally, I almost never see reference or analysis concerning the City's CGP policy requiring
permeable paving materials and would like the requirement to use permeable or porous
hardscaping and paving materials for relevant areas on the project plans. That would ensure
consistency with that policy (which should probably be required for the Highway One
pedestrian infrastructure projects like the one you presented last night even though it wasn't
mentioned in the discussion).
 
Thanks and best regards,
 
--Jacob



From: Dan Potash
To: CDD User
Subject: 350 Cypress Street Project - PFI
Date: Monday, May 17, 2021 3:55:22 PM

Dear Fort Bragg Planning Commission:

I am writing in strong support for the Parents and Friends development project
located at 350 Cypress Street that you are considering on May 19, 2021. I am not
affiliated with PFI, and I do not have any family or friends in the population for whom
they care. But I have spent a professional lifetime in land use and development
projects in California. I have learned that there are some projects — not always that
many — which proponents and decision makers can look back on and know that they
did something truly meaningful. This is one of those projects.

As you well know hoousing for people with little income, particularly those who need a
little special care, can often times be challenging financially, politically, and socially.
They depend on sponsors who are dedicated and respected, a community that is
compassionate, and decision makers who are courageous. They further depend on
adequate and appropriate funding, which the CDBG grant appears to provide.

Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of this special project.

mailto:danvpotash@gmail.com
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