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From: Jacob Patterson <jacob.patterson.esq@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 1:08 PM
To: Lemos, June <jlemos@fortbragg.com>; City Clerk <cityclerk@fortbragg.com>
Subject: Public Comment -- 2/13/2023 CC mtg., Item Nos. 5D & 5E
 
City Council,
 
Please see the attached alternative resolution, also prepared by City staff, that should have
been included on this agenda instead of the one you are being asked to adopt in Item No. 5E.
The simple fact that the City prepared both resolutions--one to continue and one to terminate
the local emergency--demonstrates that the City doesn't actually have a valid basis of
reasonable justification for continuing to declare a local emergency. . 
 
Declared emergencies grant unusual powers to the local government that serve to impinge on
the rights of members of the public and which excuse the City from complying with some
usual procedural requirements. It also grants the City Manager special authorization to do
things without prior approval from the City Council and limits public review and transparency
over some of those actions. 
 
We are also only weeks away from losing our ability to continue to hold remote meetings
(concerning Councilmember participation only, remote participation by members of the public
in hybrid-meetings can continue) when the Governor's Covid-emergency expires in a few
weeks so this is a confusing proposal as a practical matter...
 
Regards,
 
--Jacob
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RESOLUTION NO. ____-2023 


RESOLUTION OF THE FORT BRAGG CITY COUNCIL  
RESCINDING A LOCAL EMERGENCY IN THE CITY OF FORT BRAGG  


WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States issued a 
proclamation declaring the COVID-19 outbreak in the United States as a national emergency, 
beginning March 1, 2020; and 


 WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of California and the Public Health Officer of the 
County of Mendocino both issued Shelter-in-Place orders to combat the spread of COVID-19; 
and 


 WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020 the City Manager, as the City’s Director of Emergency 
Services, issued Proclamation No. CM-2020-01 declaring a local emergency as authorized by 
Government Code section 8630 and Fort Bragg Municipal Code section 2.24.040(B); and 


 WHEREAS, due to the reduction in COVID-19 cases and the State of California 
terminating the emergency, the local emergency no longer exists. 


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the local emergency declared on March 
17, 2020 due to COVID-19 is hereby terminated as of February 28, 2023 in accordance with 
Government Code section 8630(d). 


The above and foregoing Resolution was introduced by Councilmember ______, 
seconded by Councilmember _______, and passed and adopted at a regular meeting of 
the City Council of the City of Fort Bragg held on the 27th day of February, 2023 by the 
following vote: 


 AYES:   
 NOES:  
 ABSENT:  
 ABSTAIN:  
 RECUSED:  
 
 
      
     BERNIE NORVELL 
     Mayor 
ATTEST: 


June Lemos, MMC 
City Clerk 






