
Special City Council

City of Fort Bragg

Meeting Agenda

416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

THE FORT BRAGG CITY COUNCIL MEETS CONCURRENTLY 

AS THE FORT BRAGG MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

NO. 1 AND THE FORT BRAGG REDEVELOPMENT SUCCESSOR 

AGENCY

Town Hall, 363 N Main Street and Via Video 

Conference

4:30 PMMonday, January 8, 2024

Special Closed Session

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

COUNCILMEMBERS PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

Councilmembers are reminded that pursuant to the Council policy regarding use of electronic devices during public 

meetings adopted on November 28, 2022, all cell phones are to be turned off and there shall be no electronic 

communications during the meeting. All e-communications such as texts or emails from members of the public 

received during a meeting are to be forwarded to the City Clerk after the meeting is adjourned.

ZOOM WEBINAR INVITATION

This meeting is being presented in a hybrid format, both in person at Town Hall and via Zoom.

You are invited to a Zoom webinar.

When: Jan 8, 2024 04:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Topic: Special Closed Session City Council Meeting

Please click the link below to join the webinar:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85419455309

Or Telephone:1 669 444 9171 (*6 mute/unmute, *9 raise hand)

Webinar ID: 854 1945 5309

To speak during public comment portions of the agenda via zoom, please join the meeting and use the raise hand 

feature when the Mayor or Acting Mayor calls for public comment on the item you wish to address.
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January 8, 2024Special City Council Meeting Agenda

1.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS

MANNER OF ADDRESSING THE CITY COUNCIL:  All remarks and questions shall be addressed to the City 

Council; no discussion or action will be taken pursuant to the Brown Act. No person shall speak without being 

recognized by the Mayor or Acting Mayor. Public comments are restricted to three (3) minutes per speaker.

BROWN ACT REQUIREMENTS:  The Brown Act does not allow action or discussion on items not on the agenda 

(subject to narrow exceptions). This will limit the Council's response to questions and requests made during this 

comment period.

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS: Written public comments received after agenda publication are forwarded to the 

Councilmembers as soon as possible after receipt and are available for inspection at City Hall, 416 N. Franklin Street, 

Fort Bragg, during normal business hours. All comments will become a permanent part of the agenda packet on the 

day after the meeting or as soon thereafter as possible, except comments that are in an unrecognized file type or too 

large to be uploaded to the City's agenda software application. Public comments may be submitted to City Clerk 

Diana Sanchez, dsanchez@fortbragg.com

2.  CLOSED SESSION

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-- Existing Litigation Pursuant to 

Paragraph (1) of Subdivision (d) of Gov. Code Section 54956.9 City of Fort 

Bragg v. Mendocino Railroad

23-5062A.

public comment items 2A 2B

public comment 2A 2B.

Attachments:

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-- Anticipated Litigation Initiation of 

Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (4) of Subdivision (d) of Government Code 

Section 54956.9: (one case)

23-5132B.

public comment items 2A 2B

public comment 2A 2B.

Attachments:

ADJOURNMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA          )

                                                  )ss.

COUNTY OF MENDOCINO     )

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that I am employed by the City of Fort Bragg and that I 

caused this agenda to be posted in the City Hall notice case on January 5, 2024.

_______________________________________________

Diana Sanchez

City Clerk
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 23-506

Agenda Date: 1/8/2024  Status: Closed SessionVersion: 1

File Type: Staff ReportIn Control: Special City Council

Agenda Number: 2A.

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-- Existing Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (1) of 

Subdivision (d) of Gov. Code Section 54956.9 City of Fort Bragg v. Mendocino Railroad
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From: George
To: Albin-Smith, Tess; Godeke, Jason; Norvell, Bernie; Peters, Lindy; Rafanan, Marcia; Sanchez, Diana
Subject: Public Comment for today"s Closed Session meeting at 4:30 Items 2 a & 2b
Date: Monday, January 08, 2024 1:43:59 PM

Honorable City Council Persons,

I write to you today regarding the two Closed Session items on today’s special meeting agenda.

The overwhelming majority of our coastal community support the Fort Bragg City Council’s lawsuit against
Mendocino Railway. It is crucial that Mendocino Railway/ Sierra Railway/Sierra Northern Railway–what ever they
are calling themselves this afternoon–obtain permits for any and all work done on the Headlands and in the Pudding
Creek watershed. It has come to the community’s attention that MR/SR/SNR is misrepresenting the long history of
work and community participation that has characterized the mill site reuse efforts. They are consistently blaming
all sorts of nonsense on the Fort Bragg City Council. This sort of bad faith behavior, on the part of MR/SR/SNR, is
very unfortunate and must be opposed with all the tools at your disposal.

In my opinion, MR/SR/SNR do not have our community’s best interests at heart.

State and local oversight of these profit seekers is essential for the well being of our community and its health and
safety. Building a regional vision of partnership, within our community, with Nature and with the wider world that
is positive, cooperative and economically beneficial is the correct path forward. There are exciting opportunities for
community building, learning from our Indian community about Traditional Ecological Knowledge, and building
upon one of our great regional strengths and our beautiful natural environment.

A more robust cleanup is necessary. The realities of Climate Change and SLR demand no less. Our community’s
desire to restore the creeks and establish an estuary that will change and adapt with what is coming is necessary.
Creating an environment of education, innovation and restoration that compliments our strong tourist economy is
possible and I would say necessary.

Let’s reinforce the health and wellbeing of our town and region by encouraging the concept of a Blue Zone life
style. To its credit, Adventist Health has embraced this idea, and we should double down on this concept by building
on the healthy lifestyle choices that many in our community already are adherents of.

We need a low impact, environmentally restorative, planning for the future, development of the Headlands. One that
is community driven. We don’t need a fake new depot and rails hither and yon just to pretend that you know who is
above regulation by local authorities.

Concerned, and confident that you will stand strong,

George Reinhardt
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From: Jill
To: Albin-Smith, Tess; Godeke, Jason; Norvell, Bernie; Peters, Lindy; Rafanan, Marcia; Sanchez, Diana
Subject: Public Comment for today"s Closed Session meeting at 4:30 Items 2 a & 2b
Date: Monday, January 08, 2024 3:43:50 PM

Honorable Council Members:  I am writing about items 2 a and b closed session meeting.

I am writing to urge you to continue to fight the battle with Mendocino Railway by being as aggressive as
possible in holding them responsible for following the same regulatory and legal guidelines as any other
business. They are not a public utility and should not be unregulated in any manner regarding the
headlands and pudding creed acreage they falsely took through eminent domain.  I know it is hard to fight
and spend money on litigation when our town has such limited resources , but this is so critical to our
future as a community and the headlands which is a coastal gem that must be cleaned up and used to
the best advantage of the entire community.

Just wanted to let you know you are supported in your efforts to fully litigate this issue by the community
despite the negative lies spread by Mendocino Railway and its owners.

Jill Peterson
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 23-513

Agenda Date: 1/8/2024  Status: Closed SessionVersion: 1

File Type: Staff ReportIn Control: City Council

Agenda Number: 2B.

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-- Anticipated Litigation Initiation of Litigation Pursuant 

to Paragraph (4) of Subdivision (d) of Government Code Section 54956.9: (one case)
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From: George
To: Albin-Smith, Tess; Godeke, Jason; Norvell, Bernie; Peters, Lindy; Rafanan, Marcia; Sanchez, Diana
Subject: Public Comment for today"s Closed Session meeting at 4:30 Items 2 a & 2b
Date: Monday, January 08, 2024 1:43:59 PM

Honorable City Council Persons,

I write to you today regarding the two Closed Session items on today’s special meeting agenda.

The overwhelming majority of our coastal community support the Fort Bragg City Council’s lawsuit against
Mendocino Railway. It is crucial that Mendocino Railway/ Sierra Railway/Sierra Northern Railway–what ever they
are calling themselves this afternoon–obtain permits for any and all work done on the Headlands and in the Pudding
Creek watershed. It has come to the community’s attention that MR/SR/SNR is misrepresenting the long history of
work and community participation that has characterized the mill site reuse efforts. They are consistently blaming
all sorts of nonsense on the Fort Bragg City Council. This sort of bad faith behavior, on the part of MR/SR/SNR, is
very unfortunate and must be opposed with all the tools at your disposal.

In my opinion, MR/SR/SNR do not have our community’s best interests at heart.

State and local oversight of these profit seekers is essential for the well being of our community and its health and
safety. Building a regional vision of partnership, within our community, with Nature and with the wider world that
is positive, cooperative and economically beneficial is the correct path forward. There are exciting opportunities for
community building, learning from our Indian community about Traditional Ecological Knowledge, and building
upon one of our great regional strengths and our beautiful natural environment.

A more robust cleanup is necessary. The realities of Climate Change and SLR demand no less. Our community’s
desire to restore the creeks and establish an estuary that will change and adapt with what is coming is necessary.
Creating an environment of education, innovation and restoration that compliments our strong tourist economy is
possible and I would say necessary.

Let’s reinforce the health and wellbeing of our town and region by encouraging the concept of a Blue Zone life
style. To its credit, Adventist Health has embraced this idea, and we should double down on this concept by building
on the healthy lifestyle choices that many in our community already are adherents of.

We need a low impact, environmentally restorative, planning for the future, development of the Headlands. One that
is community driven. We don’t need a fake new depot and rails hither and yon just to pretend that you know who is
above regulation by local authorities.

Concerned, and confident that you will stand strong,

George Reinhardt
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From: Jill
To: Albin-Smith, Tess; Godeke, Jason; Norvell, Bernie; Peters, Lindy; Rafanan, Marcia; Sanchez, Diana
Subject: Public Comment for today"s Closed Session meeting at 4:30 Items 2 a & 2b
Date: Monday, January 08, 2024 3:43:50 PM

Honorable Council Members:  I am writing about items 2 a and b closed session meeting.

I am writing to urge you to continue to fight the battle with Mendocino Railway by being as aggressive as
possible in holding them responsible for following the same regulatory and legal guidelines as any other
business. They are not a public utility and should not be unregulated in any manner regarding the
headlands and pudding creed acreage they falsely took through eminent domain.  I know it is hard to fight
and spend money on litigation when our town has such limited resources , but this is so critical to our
future as a community and the headlands which is a coastal gem that must be cleaned up and used to
the best advantage of the entire community.

Just wanted to let you know you are supported in your efforts to fully litigate this issue by the community
despite the negative lies spread by Mendocino Railway and its owners.

Jill Peterson
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