
Public Works and Facilities Committee

City of Fort Bragg

Meeting Agenda

416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

Via Video Conference3:00 PMThursday, April 22, 2021

Special Meeting

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

DUE TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE GOVERNOR'S EXECUTIVE ORDERS N-25-20 AND N-29-20 WHICH

SUSPEND CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS OF THE BROWN ACT, AND THE ORDER OF THE HEALTH

OFFICER OF THE COUNTY OF MENDOCINO TO SHELTER IN PLACE TO MINIMIZE THE SPREAD OF

COVID-19, COMMITTEE MEMBERS, AND STAFF WILL BE PARTICIPATING BY VIDEO CONFERENCE IN

THE PUBLIC WORKS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING OF THURSDAY APRIL 22, 2021.

In compliance with the Shelter-in-Place Orders of the County and State, The meeting will be live-streamed on

the City’s website at https://city.fortbragg.com/ and on Channel 3. Public Comment regarding matters on the

agenda may be made in any of the following ways: (1) By joining the Zoom video conference, (2) Through the

City's online eComment agenda feature, (3) Emailed to Public Works Analyst Sandy Arellano,

sarellano@fortbragg.com, or (4) Written comments delivered through the drop-box for utility payments to the

right of the front door at City Hall, 416 N. Franklin Street. 

We appreciate your patience and willingness to protect the health and wellness of our community and staff. If

you have any questions regarding this meeting, please contact Public Works at (707)961-2827 ext

131.

ZOOM WEBINAR INVITATION

You are invited to a Zoom webinar.

When: Apr 22, 2021 03:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Topic: Public Works and Facilities Committee- Special Meeting

Please click the link below to join the webinar:

https://zoom.us/j/94068778822

Or One tap mobile : 

    US: +16699009128,,94068778822#  or +12532158782,,94068778822# 

Or Telephone:

    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):

        US: +1 669 900 9128  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 301 715 8592  

or +1 312 626 6799 

Webinar ID: 940 6877 8822

International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/aejiXGywZr
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April 22, 2021Public Works and Facilities 

Committee

Meeting Agenda

1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approve Minutes of November 24, 2020 Special Meeting21-046

PWM 11242020Attachments:

2.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

3.  CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Receive Report and Discuss Activities in Support of the Mendocino 

Progressive Alliance Stop Litter Project

21-1743A.

Stop Litter Project Report

Att 1 - Mendocino Progressive Alliance Letters

Att 2 - 03082017 Adopt A Street Roll out Report

Att 3 - 11092016 Stop Butts Committee Report

Att 4 - 11092016 Attachment, Ifs or Ands,Yet Plenty of BUTTS!

Attachments:

Provide Oral Report on Public Works Departmental Activities and Update 

on Items of Interest to Committee

21-1693B.

4.  MATTERS FROM COMMITTEE / STAFF

ADJOURNMENT

State of California        )

                                     ) ss

County of Mendocino   )

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that I am employed by the City of Fort Bragg, and that I caused 

this agenda to be posted in the City Hall notice case on April 20, 2021.

__________________________________________

Sandy Arellano, Public Works Project Analyst

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

DISTRIBUTION OF ADDITIONAL

• Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Council/District/Agency after distribution of 

the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the lobby of City Hall at 416 N. Franklin Street during 

normal business hours.

• Such documents are also available on the City of Fort Bragg’s website at http://city.fortbragg.com subject 

to staff’s ability to post the documents before the meeting
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April 22, 2021Public Works and Facilities 

Committee

Meeting Agenda

ADA NOTICE AND HEARING

It is the policy of the City of Fort Bragg to offer its public programs, services and meetings in a manner that is 

readily accessible to everyone, including those with disabilities.  Upon request, this agenda will be made 

available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities.

If you need assistance to ensure your full participation, please contact the City Clerk at (707) 961-2823.  

Notification 48 hours in advance of any need for assistance will enable the City to make reasonable 

arrangements to ensure accessibility.

This notice is in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (28 CFR, 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II).
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 21-046

Agenda Date: 4/22/2021  Status: Minutes to be ApprovedVersion: 1

File Type: Committee MinutesIn Control: Public Works and Facilities Committee

Approve Minutes of November 24, 2020 Special Meeting 
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416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

City of Fort Bragg

Meeting Minutes

Public Works and Facilities Committee

3:00 PM Town Hall, 363 N. Main StreetTuesday, November 24, 2020

Special Meeting

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

City Council Member Norvell (sitting in for chair Will Lee) called meeting to order 

at 3:00 pm.

ROLL CALL

Staff in attendance included, John Smith, Alden Ramos and Sandy Arellano

Jessica Morsell-Haye and Bernie NorvellPresent: 2 - 

Will LeeAbsent: 1 - 

1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Meeting minutes were approved.

1A. 20-690 Approve Minutes of March 11, 2020.   

This Committee Minutes was approved for Council review.

2.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

One public comment was received and added to the record.

2A. 20-932 Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items

 

3.  CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Items presented by staff.

3A. 20-927 Receive Report and Provide a Recommendation to the City Council 

Regarding Future Capital Improvement Program Project Priorities to 

Provide Additional Raw Water Storage

Public Works Director, John Smith presented his report: Expressed concerns regarding water 

supply and the need for infrastructure replacement, water sources and supply, expected 

rainfall, the effects and aftermath of high tides and previous year's water usage. Needs and 

importance of every CIP project and intention to reuse equipment and material where possible 

to save on project and operational costs. 
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November 24, 2020Public Works and Facilities 

Committee

Meeting Minutes

Director Smith responded to committee member Morsell-Haye's questions regarding the 

possibility of rezoning of new areas for future development, and how the desalination system 

works. The purchase and new location of additional water storage facility was 

discussed.Committee member Norvell inquired on the status of the Matson hole subsurface 

pump station.     

Both committee members agreed to prioritze two CIP projects, with number one, additional  

reservoir and second, shallow groundwater project. Committee member Morsell-Haye asked 

on costs differences related to both projects, Director Smith to look into the costs. 

    

Committee gave direction to staff to prioritize 1. Additional Reservoir and 2. 

Shallow Groundwater projects for future expansion of the water system.

3B. 20-930 Receive Report and Provide Direction to Staff Concerning Wastewater 

Treatment Plant Biosolids Handling 

Wastewater Plant Lead, Alden Ramos presented report. Expressed the necessity and the 

high costs associated with the hauling of moist sludge and odor causing reactions should 

additional biosolids handling options not be considered.  

Committee member Norvell asked if a smaller greenhouse was an option as would odor 

control devices be included in the pricing quotes. Staff explained smaller shed would be 

considered a customized order which would be more expensive as will not accommodate the 

current system, and, the quoted options include ventilation devices with air-scrubber options. 

Solar and funding options were discussed, as well as the possibility of decreasing biosolids 

during the winter season however, due to the new plant and production, it is unknown.  

Director Smith will be looking into USDA grant funding options for this possible purchase. 

Council Morsell-Haye asked if the additional power costs to run/life span of greenhouses have 

been considered and would also like larger sized options highly considered for future capacity 

needs should future development of housing occur.   Staff responded associated costs were 

considered however, would be cost effective considering the savings in comparison to hauling 

services. Odor control process and additional storage of bio-solids was discussed as the 

possible excavation on the south side of the WWTP, will need to look into costs. Item to be 

brought to Council after gathering more information, possible early 2021. 

Staff directed to look into additional size and odor control options and bring to 

council.

4.  MATTERS FROM COMMITTEE / STAFF

Director Smith shared Sewer Main Line on Highway 1 repair was completed and was very 

expensive. Also reported the research of solar power arrays to be placed on the City's 40 

acre parcel and the possible use of Power Resiliency funding through CalOES during his 

earlier presentation.   

Page 2City of Fort Bragg Printed on 2/5/2021

6

http://cityfortbragg.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=4731


November 24, 2020Public Works and Facilities 

Committee

Meeting Minutes

No other items were reported. 

ADJOURNMENT

Sitting chair member Bernie Norvell adjourned meeting at 4:04 pm.
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Text File

City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437

Phone: (707) 961-2823   

Fax: (707) 961-2802

File Number: 21-174

Agenda Date: 4/22/2021  Status: BusinessVersion: 3

File Type: Staff ReportIn Control: Public Works and Facilities Committee

Agenda Number: 3A.

Receive Report and Discuss Activities in Support of the Mendocino Progressive Alliance Stop 

Litter Project
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CITY OF FORT BRAGG  

416 N. FRANKLIN, FORT BRAGG, CA 95437 

PHONE 707/961-2823   FAX 707/961-2802 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ITEM SUMMARY REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  April 22, 2021 

TO:    Public Works & Facilities Committee 

FROM:    Chantell O’Neal, Assistant Director; Engineering  

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  Receive Report and Discuss Activities in Support of the 

Mendocino Progressive Alliance Stop Litter Project  

 

ISSUE: 

At the City Council meeting on September 26, 2016, members of the Progressive Alliance 
Center Mendocino made a presentation on their Project Stop Butts. The group requested the 
City’s assistance with their campaign. The Council forwarded the matter to the Public Works 
and Facilities Committee for further consideration and possible direction. In November of 2016, 
Committee discussed the pros and cons of ash can placement in the Central Business District, 
an awareness program, and the “Adopt-A-Street” program to assist with improving the quantity 
of litter in town.  

The City is regulated by the Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) general 
permit as part of the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). This general 
permit regulates potential pollution causing activities and establishes goals and programs for 
how compliance is gained. Below is a list of the activities the City actively and regularly engages 
in, in efforts to manage trash and other storm water pollution from entering the water ways in 
compliance with the MS4. 

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES: 

 City Street Sweeper Program. Schedule described on homepage of the City’s website, 
once per month in each grid and then weekly in downtown. A new street sweeper was 
put into action in 2018 and the quantity of swept material increased substantially with the 
new equipment.  

 Annual Storm Drain Cleanout. Each year in the fall prior to the first rain of the season, 
Public Works Maintenance crews visit and clean every drain in town. This annual 
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cleaning is timed to maximize effectiveness of the cleanout and minimize debris going to 
the waterway.  

  Adopt-A-Street. Adopt a Street Program launched in early 2017. The program had 
eleven volunteers (either individual or groups) as on 2019. The City requests volunteers 
complete a liability waiver and then provides all the supplies necessary for their 
collection activities including; trash grabbers, buckets, gloves, and safety vest. With the 
onset of the COVID pandemic, this understandably came to a stall or halt with no new 
volunteers in the last year. However, the City plans to re-launch and advertise the 
program again now that the shelter in place orders are lifted. 

 Smoking Prohibition. The Fort Bragg Municipal Code (FBMC) prohibits smoking: in 
public places whether on public or private property, parks, within 20 feet of the entrance 
of a building in the downtown, etc. Signs are placed at regular intervals throughout the 
Central Business District (CBD) where this ordinance applies. Per FBMC Section 
16.12.040, J, “The accumulation of … litter or debris in vestibules, doorways, or the 
adjoining sidewalks of commercial or industrial buildings”; is prohibited, and the property 
owner or business owner is responsible for the visual aesthetic of the sidewalk.  

o Swept material should be collected and disposed of, not swept into the street or 
gutter. 

o Sweeping material out of the gutter in front of businesses (and homes) would 
additionally go a long way toward reduced debris in the storm drains. 

o Additional education/campaign might be useful for this partnership. 
 

 Litter Clean-up Events. The City annually hosts Coastal Clean-Up Day, a statewide 
event where we contribute through advertising, staff time, material distribution, etc. 
Additionally, the City partnered with MendoRecycle and was performing monthly clean-
ups of illegal dumping, encampments, and graffiti abatement on public lands. The 
partner agency was providing receptacles and a clean-up crew at no cost to the City, but 
due to COVID restrictions this program is not currently operating. 

 New Trash Receptacles. The City began a plan to replace the old trash receptacles with 
the new MaxR trash/recycling street side bins made of 100% recycled plastics in 2018. 
City staff unsuccessfully applied for a grant for a total of 50 cans. Due to cost and lack 
of dedicated funding source, only 10 new cans were purchased and used to replace the 
cans in the worst condition. We are still in progress of slowly removing and installing 
new cans on a case-by-case basis as they become unserviceable and the plan includes 
as installing cans in new locations as well. 

o Trash can waste has increased drastically (particularly in the CBD), staff 
associates these increases with the increasing waste management fees causing 
people to dump private waste in cans and also COVID creating a significantly 
increased quantity of take-out containers due to limited indoor dining. 

 

 Storm Drain Trash Capture. In 2017 the City received notice from the State Water Board 
(Water Code Section 13383 Order), requiring all Small MS4’s to detail a strategic plan to 
capture 100% of trash runoff from priority land use areas using state certified trash 
capture devices by December 2030. The City’s trash capture device project is included 
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in the 2018 Coastal Mendocino County Storm Water Resources Plan. Additionally, staff 
has tried unsuccessfully twice (IRWM and Prop 1) to obtain funds to meet the unfunded 
state trash capture mandate. The current estimated cost of the trash capture devices is 
$1,500,000. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

City programs already address a significant part of the problem, however, should additional 
activities be desired, staff would like recommendations and strategies for resource allocation 
and priorities. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Mendocino Progressive Alliance Letters from April 2021 

2. Adopt-A-Street Roll out Report of March 8, 2017  

3. Committee Report November 09, 2016 

4. Report, “A City with Few Ifs or Ands, Yet Plenty of BUTTS!” from City Council 
September 26, 2016 

 

NOTIFICATIONS: 

1. Rod Jones; Mendocino Progressive Alliance rodjones@mcn.org  
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    Mendocino Progressive 
                 Alliance  

                       ~ Democracy for All ~ 
                                                           P.O. Box 189 
                                                                               Mendocino, CA 95460 

   707.937.0549  
 

April 6, 2021 

 

Tabitha Miller 

City Manager 

City of Fort Bragg 

416 N. Franklin Street 

Fort Bragg, CA 95437      

 

Dear Manager Miller: 

 

Given your breadth of experience and role in guiding the Council in setting goals, policies and 

priorities, I write to you mostly on behalf of the marine wildlife and valuable ocean that are our 

neighbors, as well with a desire to foster an increased sense of community care for our local 

environment.   

 

I am delivering this letter and box of collected detritus for your review, both for its dramatic 

effect (to get City staff’s attention) and as proof of the extent of the existing problem, i.e. 

demonstrate non-hyperbolic nature of the issues.  City Hall is locked up tight as can be, so I am 

unable to deliver this to your office.  Rest assured that once staff has had an opportunity to 

inspect the contents, I will be glad to retrieve the box and contents if you just let me know where 

you will leave it outside for such retrieval. 

 

Background 

 

In early September 2016, a group of residents presented a committee of the City Council with a 

proposal entitled, “A City Problem with No Ifs or Ands, But[t] many BUTTS!”  It compiled 

information that had painstakingly been assembled over many days by volunteers.  They had also 

conducted “butt-sweeps” of the City (mostly the CBD) and presented their “findings” in a large 

jar to the committee along with a proposal to embark on a campaign to eliminate or greatly 

reduce refuse-laden storm water offshore.   

 

Part of the group’s educational endeavor was to seek Council awareness of the “Big Butt 

Problem,” as they called it; also known as TPW (tobacco product waste).  Among other things, 

the paper proposal informed: 
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• Almost all cigarettes are sold with a cellulose acetate filter.  About one-third of these 

butts never are properly disposed of but are thoughtlessly discarded onto the ground.  

From there, they are washed into watercourses and the ocean, to be eaten by fish, 

animals and birds. 

• Ultraviolet sunlight will eventually biodegrade the filter itself, but not what is inside.  

Filters take anywhere from 18 months to as much as 10 years to “degrade,” 

depending on where the butt is dropped and the exposure to sunlight.  Meanwhile, in 

a 1997 study, more than 4,500 chemicals were found inside cigarettes and these 

chemicals and heavy metals (toxins) remain unaffected by the sun and are poisonous 

when ingested by any living being. 

• Cigarettes today commonly include pesticides, herbicides, insecticides, fungicides 

and rodenticides.  If you want to name names of chemicals: ethyl phenol, nicotine, 

hydrogen cyanide, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, ammonia, acetaldehyde, 

formaldehyde, benzene, phenol, argon, pyridines and acetone, and Polonium-210.  Of 

these, more than 50 are known to be carcinogenic to humans. Recent studies have 

shown that cigarette waste easily meets standardized tests for city and state agencies 

to label a substance as toxic waste. 

 

Our group pleaded with the Council to form a task force to find and assess locally-feasible 

solutions.  We suggested some possible approaches and said we’d be glad to continue to offer 

our volunteer services if the City wished them.  Our suggestions were: 

 

1. Local tax on cigarette sales to fund clean-up under hazardous waste authority 

 

2. Develop retailer responsibility ordinance for street-side pick-ups (Adopt-Your-

Curbside/Sidewalk) 

 

3. Enforce and/or strengthen the City’s litter ordinances & be willing to issue 

citations 

 

4. Immediately purchase & install Seattle Surfrider cigarette receptacles/canisters 

(HOTYB: Hold on to your Butts program launched in 2014) or Cal Poly 

Surfriders’ “Butt Biters” receptacles. 

 

5. Evaluate the Model Tobacco Waste Act for ideas and inspiration 

 

6. Link with San Francisco and piggyback its efforts to find solutions 

 

7. Consider a ban on sale of filtered cigarettes on the coast based on adverse 

environmental impact 

 

8. Create local awareness and focused clean-up projects, especially at coastal trail 

areas 
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The two council members seemed duly impressed and asserted that they would carry the 

message to their colleagues for Council response and action.  We accepted the bona fide of their 

representations.  All for naught.  No one in City government ever replied and apparently the 

entire idea was shelved and a gag order put in place.  We were neither thanked nor told to jump 

from the Noyo Bridge with our ideas.  Nothing.  Zip. 

 

But (pardon the pun) the 

problem has not gone away.  

Indeed, we are faced with a 

serious ocean crisis with loss 

of abalone and the bull-kelp 

forests, all now overrun with 

purple urchins.  Yet that very 

ocean is a source of both 

fishing and recreation, as at 

least two present-day Council 

members can readily attest. 

Most of our group has 

disbanded, in part because of 

the way in which the Council 

chose to ignore these 

volunteer efforts.  

 

Renewed Current Effort 

 

A few others and I are a bit more stubborn, however.  With this letter, I’ve brought before you 

the physical results of what was about five hours of volunteer effort again scouring the City for 

butts and other detritus that could poison, harm, or kill marine life.  We note that the City storm 

water drains remain often clogged with trash and none of us have ever seen any City staff 

removing the grills and cleaning the drains.  The most the City has done is place fine-looking 

medallions by some of the drains advising that they lead directly to the ocean and dumping 

should not be done. Meanwhile, exactly that happens daily and piece-by-piece, with everything 

washed unfiltered and unrestrained directly offshore.  Added to this existing insult, CALTRANS 

apparently has neglected to pick up portions of its storm water cloth covers used when Highway 

1 was resurfaced recently.   

 

Further, the City’s street sweeping program leaves more than a bit to be desired.  Evidently, 

residents in various “grids” are asked to voluntarily “use off-street parking” on the days the 

sweeper comes to the neighborhood, with a seven-hour scope in which this is supposed to occur 

each month.  However, the last time a very expensive-appearing sweeper was seen by anyone 

was adjacent to the Veteran’s Hall on a Tuesday morning in early February.  And it was simply 

rolling down the middle of the street as the curbs were fully parked up.  It didn’t even begin to 

get to the gutters.  There are a number of vehicles parked that have clearly not been moved in 

months or more.  So, bottom line, the gutters are not being addressed by street sweeping.  This is 

evident on Franklin Street (especially the west side) only a block from City Hall.  (See picture 

below.) 
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We understand that many municipalities, even the local Mendocino town district (MCCSD), 

manage to filter their storm water, but Fort Bragg evidently chooses not to do so.  The Regional 

Water Board carries an expectation that small cities will engage in a “typical and reasonable” 

course of conduct to prevent “trash discharge” that generally includes a meaningful street 

sweeping program.  In June of 2017, the Board approved a Trash Implementation Program that 

applied to both Phase I (large municipalities) and Phase II permittees under their respective 

“MS4” permits.  So-called “trash treatment control devices” are supposed to meet a “Full 

Capture System” that will “trap all particles that are 5 mm or greater.”  Permittees must comply 

with all permit conditions or they are in violation of the Clean Water Act and Porter-Cologne 

Water Quality Control Act.  Ye, according to its Phase II Small MS4 Once - Report - 2018-2019 

on file with the Regional Board and submitted by Tom Varga, Fort Bragg has taken only baby 

steps to comply, by simply “updating” part of its “jurisdictional map with regard to storm 

drainage areas and drain network.   

 

As you know, the State Water Control Board via Order No. 2013-001-DWQ says this about 

maintenance of gutters and storm drains: 

 

Storm Sewer System Maintenance 

Fine particles and pollutants from run-off, run-on, atmospheric deposition, vehicle 

emissions, breakup of street surface materials, littering, and sanding (for improving 

traction in snow and ice) can accumulate in the gutters between rainfall events. Storm 

drain maintenance is often the last opportunity to remove pollutants before they enter the 

environment. Because storm drain systems effectively trap solids, they need to be cleaned 

periodically to prevent those materials from being picked up during high flow storm 

events.  

 

Proper storm drain system cleanout includes vacuuming or manually removing debris 

from catch basins; vacuuming or flushing pipes to increase capacity and remove clogs; 

removing sediment, debris, and overgrown vegetation from open channels; and repairing 

structures to ensure the integrity of the drainage system. It is important to conduct regular 

inspections of all storm sewer infrastructure and perform maintenance as necessary. 

Though these activities are intended to ensure that the storm drain system is properly 

maintained and that any accumulated pollutants are removed prior to discharge, if not 

properly executed, cleanout activities can result in pollutant discharges. The Permittee 

should carefully evaluate maintenance practices to minimize unintended pollutant 

discharges, such as flushing storm drains without capturing the discharge. (pp. 30-31) 

 

Requested Action 

 

While the Water Board was contacted to learn about pertinent regulations, no complaint was 

filed with the Board and no action was requested.  Rather, the Board staff was told that MPA 

wanted to first bring this back to the attention of the City to see if the Council is willing to take 

steps to bring itself in compliance and to significantly dial-down harmful gutter/sidewalk trash.  

Obviously, something also should be happening with respect to overflowing and highly 
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unsanitary waste/recycle containers around town.  This ought to include a real and meaningful 

effort to re-institute the recycling portion of those receptacles.   

 

We would appreciate some firm response from the City by April 28 before MPA decides 

whether to move the problem to the Board’s offices for remediation and enforcement.  Thank 

you.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rodney R. Jones 

Coordinator for MPA 

 

CC: Chantell O’Neal 

 

 
Contents of box delivered to City Hall 
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300 Block of North Franklin 
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    Mendocino Progressive 
                 Alliance  

                       ~ Democracy for All ~ 
                                                           P.O. Box 189 
                                                                               Mendocino, CA 95460 

   707.937.0549  
 

April 13, 2021 

 

Tabitha Miller 

City Manager 

City of Fort Bragg 

416 N. Franklin Street 

Fort Bragg, CA 95437      

 

Dear Manager Miller: 

 

I am making a second delivery of collected detritus for your review, all retrieved over the past 

week at about two-day intervals and mostly just in the Central Business District.  I won’t trouble 

with any further deliveries like this or correspondence, and am assuming based on not hearing 

from you or anyone else at City Hall, that there is no interest in discussing this problem.  I will 

wait another week, as indicated, and then turn this over to the Water Board via a citizen 

complaint.  Again, I remain quite willing to pick this box of refuse up from you after your 

inspection if you will leave it somewhere and notify me about retrieving it.   

 

As you know, the problem has only worsened with the in-flow of greater tourist traffic and it is 

now quite common to find trash bins overflowing, particularly in the CBD, with refuse scattered 

about on the ground or, in one case on Main Street, an entire old tire left atop one bin.  But you 

know all this already and I state it just to be clear for the record going forward.  Please also see 

the attached recent photos including the detritus collected and delivered with this letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rod Jones 
 

Rodney R. Jones 

Coordinator for MPA 

 

CC: Chantell O’Neal 
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Contents of box delivered to City Hall 4-13-21 
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Main Street at Redwood April 7, 2021 

20



 
CalTrans sheathing from roadwork never removed 

 

 
(Ditto) 
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CITY OF FORT BRAGG  

416 N. FRANKLIN, FORT BRAGG, CA 95437 

PHONE 707/961-2823   FAX 707/961-2802 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ITEM SUMMARY REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  March 8, 2017 

TO:    Public Works & Facilities Committee 

FROM:    Tom Varga, Director of Public Works 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  Receive Update on April 1, 2017 Roll-Out of Adopt-a-Street 

Program Report  

 

ISSUE: 

The Public Works & Facilities Committee has previously considered the matter of starting an 
“Adopt-A-Street” program. The idea was first presented by Mr. Mike Beck who has been very 
active in picking up litter and trash throughout the greater Fort Bragg area. The Public Works & 
Facilities Committee followed up by considering the matter on November 9, 2016. Since that 
time, additional, related litter and trash issues have come to light.  

To address all these litter and trash problems, an “Adopt-A-Street” program is being prepared 
for roll out in April 2017. Staff will update the Committee on the status of this program roll out, 
including recent additions to its scope. 

SUMMARY: 

Adopt-A-Street 

 The original Adopt-A-Street program was suggested by Mr. Mike Beck as a way to 
broaden litter and trash pick-up efforts by enlisting the assistance of volunteers. Mr. Beck 
provided information from the City of Paso Robles as an example of what such a program might 
look like. In addition, staff examined Mendocino County’s Adopt-A-Road program.  

 The essential elements to get program off the ground would include: 

 - Trash bags 
 - Safety equipment and simple tools 
 - Basic safety training 

- Application and authorization for litter pick-up in the public right of way or other 
grounds 
- Liability release 
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The City can provide these basic tools and supplies as well as dispose of the bagged litter. 

 After the program is underway, staff will develop different ways for the volunteers to be 
recognized. This can include things like: signage (similar to that used by Caltrans, but smaller in 
size), recognition letters of appreciation, and so on. Also, a brochure can be created as an 
informational and outreach tool. The brochure produced by the City of Paso Robles is attached 
as an example. 

Project Stop Butts 

 Following a field survey of a small part of downtown and picking up a significant number 
of cigarette butts, the Progressive Alliance Center Mendocino (PACM) made a presentation to 
the City Council, September 2016. Their investigation illustrated the importance of litter 
prevention in our downtown. It is not only unsightly, but can contribute to storm water pollution. 

At the City Council meeting, they submitted the results of their survey, suggested 
corrective measures, and other resource/background material. Their short report, (excluding the 
supporting material) is attached for reference. 

Page three of the PACM report lists six potential solutions. A seventh item has been 
added by staff. Following is more detailed discussion and analysis of these suggested 
solutions: 

1. Develop retailer responsibility ordinance for street side pick-ups (Adopt-Your-
Curbside/Sidewalk) 

This idea is already largely contained in existing municipal code, see item 2 below.  

2. Enforce and/or strengthen the City’s litter ordinances & be willing to issue citations 

The City already has substantial regulations regarding tobacco usage and tobacco 
waste in the Fort Bragg Municipal Code contained in Chapter 16.12 – Nuisance and 
Chapter 16.18 Smoking Pollution Control and Health Protection Regulations.  Together, 
the two chapters address litter caused by smoking. Section 16.12.040, paragraph J 
prohibits, “The accumulation of … litter or debris in vestibules, doorways, or the 
adjoining sidewalks of commercial or industrial buildings” Section 6.18.050, paragraph C 
states, “Smoking shall be prohibited within … 20 feet of the entrance to any business 
and/or along the sidewalk adjacent to the building … in the Central Business…” In 
addition, any retail, non-profit, or service related business outside the Central Business 
District can voluntarily invoke the same prohibitions. 

In general, nuisance violations are enforced by Code Enforcement. The code requires 
no smoking violations to be enforced by the Police Department (Section 16.18.050, 
paragraph E). 

Additional and citations are possible, but would presumably require the shifting of 
enforcement priorities. 
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3. Immediately purchase & install Seattle Surfrider cigarette receptacles/canisters or Cal 
Poly Surfrider’s Butt Biters receptacles. 

This is a fairly easy option to implement. To avoid conflicts with the FBMC code sections 
prohibiting smoking, signage should be added next to any receptacles or canisters. 
Proposed language could be along the lines of, “Fort Bragg Municipal Code Section 
6.18.050.C prohibits smoking at the entrance to this building and within 20 feet along the 
sidewalk next to this building. Please extinguish your cigarette, cigar, or other tobacco 
product. Please put your tobacco waste in the receptacle for recycling - Thank You”. 

4. Evaluate the Model Tobacco Waste Act & other publications for ideas, inspiration and 
regulatory options. 

The FBMC already has significant provisions regulating the use and disposal of tobacco 
products see item 2 above. The Model Tobacco Waste Act (MTWA) is a product 
stewardship policy based on the environmental principle of Extended Producer 
Responsibility. This policy seeks to shift the burden of managing the impacts of tobacco 
usage onto the producers and sellers of tobacco products. The MTWA was developed in 
collaboration with the Product Stewardship Institute. 

This is a much broader policy matter that is larger than the litter and trash mitigation 
ideas that are part of the Adopt-A-Street matter. If the Committee wishes to further 
investigate the MTWA, it would be best to take it on as a separate matter. 

5. Consider a ban on sale of filtered cigarettes on the coast based on environmental 
impact. 

As noted in item 4 above, this question is beyond the immediate scope of an Adopt-A-
Street program and could be taken up as part of the MTWA. 

6. Create local awareness and focused clean-up projects, especially at coastal trail areas. 

There are already several clean-up strategies in place: 

- The City sweeps downtown streets weekly 
- Hospitality House clients perform periodic sidewalk and street clean-ups 
- Some businesses with smoking clientele sweep up sidewalks in the morning 
- Coastal clean-up events are regularly scheduled, especially by the Noyo Center for 
Marine Science 

Nevertheless, there is always a need for litter pick up efforts that would include the 
collection and disposal of cigarette butts. Any person, group, or organization could 
volunteer for this work under an Adopt-A-Street program. See also item 1 above. 

This would also be a great opportunity for a volunteer group or organization to assist the 
City with public outreach and/or education. 
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7. (Added by City staff) Consider participation in the Terracycle cigarette recycle program. 

Within the supplemental information provided by PACM was a reference to a cigarette 
recycling program provided by a company called Terracycle. Terracycle is a global 
company specializing in a wide range of recycling services. One such service is the 
recycling of cigarette butts. Terracycle works with the Santa Fe Natural Tobacco 
Company (manufacturers of Natural American Spirit cigarettes) to recycle cigarette butts 
and related tobacco waste. The recycling of this waste can be done at no cost to the 
City. However the waste does need to be packaged for shipment. Cigarette butt 
collection receptacles can be purchased from Terracycle for a little more than $100 
apiece. If the Committee concurs, staff can further investigate this recycling program. 

The proposal and report submitted by PACM contains many ideas and suggestions for 
consideration. Some can be immediately implemented within the scope of an Adopt-A-Street 
program. Other ideas involve policy considerations involving the manufacturing and sales of 
tobacco products. These ideas are beyond the scope of an Adopt-A-Street program. If the 
Committee wishes to pursue these ideas further, it can be done so at a future meeting. 

Adopt-A-Park 

At the suggestion of the Bee City Committee, the grounds around the Guest House were 
recently designated by the City Council as the Guest House Park. The Fort Bragg Garden Club 
in association with some of the members of the Bee City Committee (see attached memo) has 
since proposed that maintenance of the Guest House Park could be enhanced with the creation 
an adopt a park program. Given the high degree of similarity between adopting a street or a 
park, this could easily be added to the Adopt-A-Street program. The scope of the Adopt-A-
Street program can be clarified to include the litter pick up for a street, park or other similar 
open public space where such litter pick-up is useful. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Today’s report is an update of the various ways that an Adopt-A-Street program is being 
readied for implementation. This includes a provision for cigarette butt cleanup, and the 
inclusion of parks and other similar public spaces. Staff is ready to roll out the Adopt-A-Street 
program with the following components: 

A. Provide basic tools, supplies, and safety training for Adopt-A-Street participants 

B. Require the minimum liability release 

C. Accommodate any tobacco waste (cigarette butts) clean-up efforts 

D. Investigate the practicality of participating in a cigarette recycling program 

E. Accommodate litter and trash clean-up for public parks and similar public open spaces 
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If given the Committee concurs, staff can follow up on the installation of cigarette butt/tobacco 
waste receptacles that can be placed where tobacco users regularly gather. Signage to 
encourage no smoking in accordance with existing City ordinances should be added to these 
installations. 

The Committee should give guidance to staff which, if any, larger policy questions can be 
considered in the future.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Paso Robles, Adopt-A-Street brochure 

2. Progressive Alliance Center Mendocino, “No Butts” report 

3. Fort Bragg Garden Club memo 

4. Rod Jones Comments on Staff Report 

 

NOTIFICATIONS: 

Mr. Mike Beck 

Progressive Alliance Center Mendocino 

Fort Bragg Garden Club/Bee City 
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CITY OF FORT BRAGG  

416 N. FRANKLIN, FORT BRAGG, CA 95437 

PHONE 707/961-2823   FAX 707/961-2802 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ITEM SUMMARY REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  November 9, 2016 

TO:    Public Works & Facilities Committee 

FROM:    Tom Varga, Director of Public Works 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  Receive Report and Consider Options for Support of the Stop 

Butts Project 

 

ISSUE: 

At the City Council meeting on September 26, 2016, members of the Progressive Alliance 
Center Mendocino made a presentation on their Project Stop Butts. The group requested the 
City’s assistance with their campaign. The Council forwarded the matter to the Public Works 
and Facilities Committee for further consideration and possible direction. 

SUMMARY: 

In September, members of the Progressive Alliance did a field survey of a small part of 
downtown and picked up a significant number of cigarette butts. Their investigation illustrated 
the importance of litter prevention in our downtown. It is not only unsightly, but can contribute to 
storm water pollution. 

The City has in place in a substantial program of litter pick up that includes cigarette butts with 
all the other trash found along our streets. Street sweepers work their way through downtown 
weekly. This is reinforced with special storm drain cleaning efforts in the fall before the start of 
the rainy season. The residents from the Mendocino Coast Hospitality House regularly sweep 
through downtown to pick up litter. 

Just as important is to prevent dropping cigarette butts from becoming litter in the first place. 
The Fort Bragg Municipal Code prohibits smoking: in public places whether on public or private 
property, parks, within 20 feet of the entrance of a building in the downtown, etc. The City 
appreciates the efforts of those businesses that discourage smoking in or near their 
establishments; it is especially appreciated when they take the extra effort to clean up after 
those that do not always follow the rules. 
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Litter control efforts extend beyond the limits of downtown. The recent coastal clean-up day is 
an annual event that pays special attention to the needs of our beaches. Furthermore, our Noyo 
Beach receives additional litter pick up attention by the Mac DOG organization and the high 
school’s Interact Club. Next spring, the City anticipates rolling out an Adopt-A-Street program to 
bolster all of these efforts. 

The City is willing to collaborate with interested people and groups in the community in keeping 
our town clean and attractive. This can range from formal large scale clean-ups all the way 
down to the simple act of picking up a bit of litter left by same careless person. With an already 
significant commitment of staff, time, and money to litter control, including cigarette butts, the 
City would gratefully appreciate volunteer efforts to extend the reach of our limited public 
resources. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and consider the report provided by the Progressive Alliance Center Mendocino 
regarding issues involving cigarette butt litter in Fort Bragg. City programs already address a 
significant part of the problem. However, additional assistance would be valuable and 
appreciated. If a group of volunteers, including members of the Progressive Alliance Center 
Mendocino, wish to propose a program to collect cigarette butts, the City can work with them to 
help dispose the collected waste material. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Report, “A City with Few Ifs or Ands, Yet Plenty of BUTTS!” 
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City of Fort Bragg 416 N Franklin Street

Fort Bragg, CA  95437
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 Provide Oral Report on Public Works Departmental Activities and Update on Items of Interest to 

Committee

1. Prioritizing Facility Improvement Projects

2. Guest House Insulation and Solar 

3. Water Treatment Recycling 

4. Dig Once Policy 

5. Water Conservation Measures

6. Electric Car Plug-Ins

7. Trash Handling 

8. Shovel Ready Projects
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