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The Evolution of the Noyo Center

2004-2005: community puts coastal trail and marine science center at the
top of list for reuse of the mill site

2006: A group of national field stations experts prepare a feasibility study and
select the best site.

2008: the City retains Paul Siri to prepare a Detailed Project Program to define
the facility’s design requirements, programs, and operation.

2009: the City and Sonoma State University discuss the possibility of a
collaborative partnership

2009: Blue whale washes to shore in FB and the City is granted possession of
the skeleton for display at the Noyo Center

2010: the City retains Bauer and Wiley Architects to prepare conceptual plans
for the Noyo Center to assist with fundraising efforts.

2013: Blue whale skeleton is exhumed and City hires Executive Director

2014: Noyo Center for Marine Science, a nonprofit organization, is created to
lead the development and operate the campus.



The Noyo Center:

4+ Places the Mendocino Coast at the forefront of marine
research and education.

4+ Diversifies economic development for Fort Bragg and
Mendocino County

4+ Engages citizens and children in scientific exploration of
the natural world

4+ Promotes investigation of climate variability and
education about improved resiliency.

4+ Restores and conserves coastal and marine ecosystems.
4+ Encourages collaboration among scientists, public

agencies, and private business to manage natural
resources.



Noyo Center Vision:

Support innovative scientific research

Offer hands-on, engaging education for all ages

Promote coastal stewardship

Inspire connection, communication, collaboration and creativity

Showcase sustainability thru the site, buildings and operation
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CENTER

FOR MARINE
SCIENCE

NG
Features

25,000 SF Center with restored landscape

Marine research campus with lodging for visiting

scientists

Education Center with aquarium, tidal mesocosm and

display of rare 73-foot blue whale skeleton

Connection to CA Coastal Trail and open space

parkland

Projected 60,000-75,000 visitors annually

| Integrated restored landscape and green building
design

| Planned as net-zero energy and zero carbon footprint



CENTER Discovery Center

FOR MARINE

and Whale House

1 7,760 SF exhibit hall and natural history museum featuring a
recently restored 73-ft blue whale skeleton

Education programs for all ages

Summer science camps

Ocean literacy events with visiting researchers
Citizen science support for ongoing research
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Natural resource stewardship program






CENTER Research and
Lodging

SCIENCE

Lab: 4,000 SF
Admin: 1,900 SF
Support: 1,500 SF
Housing: 3,600 SF

24 shared work and multi- use lab unit

Private lockable equipment storage pods for field research

Two marine mammal holding yards and marine mammal equipment lab
Teaching classroom, and a collaboration work space
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A corporation yard building with mud room, dive lockers, showers, an air station, and boat
and vehicle storage






LODGING COMMONS: “the LODGE" _ran

RESTROOM/
SHOWERS

HOUSING

GREAT ROOM

DINING &
CONFERENCE/MEETING



What Was | Hired To Do?

Build the nonprofit organization that will:
* Launch fundraising campaign
* Build and operate the Noyo Center
* Develop research and education programs
» Restore the skeleton



NOYO CENTER’S STRATEGIC VISION

0-2 Years

3-5 Years

6-10 Years

Organizational
Development

Fundraising
* Blue Whale Project

* Develop Education
Program

* Design Development

Complete
Construction

Complete Blue
Whale Skeleton
Articulation

Form Research
Consortium

Open for Business

Facility Operation
and Staffing

Marketing and
Promotion



What Was |
Hired To Do?

Start Education Program
e K-12
* Mendocino College
e Adult
* Summer Science
Program



What Was |
Hired To Do?

Research Development:

 CA Academy of Science
marine mammal stranding

* NOAA/CCC Tsunami Debris

 MLPA baseline data
collection

* High Frequency Radar
SFSU and CeNCOOS



Blue Whale Project






Flensing: To strip the blubber or
skin from a whale



























Intestines are estimated to be 5-6 times
the length of their bodies















Scientific Samples

Ear bone was sent to a neuro-anatomist at
Woods Hole Oceanographic Inst. to help
us “see what the whale hears”

Baleen samples are
undergoing stable
iIsotope analyses to
provide specific
information on the blue
whale’s diet

Hyoid bones were sent to Mount Sinai School
of Medicine to study cetacean locomotion















4 years later



















New Bedford Whaling
Museum
Blue Whale Skeleton

Drip Pan!
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SUMMER SCIENCE CAMPS









FAMILY EVENTS



INSPIRING ART



Thank You!



